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Area SEND Inspection 2026
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In January 2026, Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission
(CQC) visited the Wokingham area. They looked at how well
services help children and young people with SEND.
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They Llooked at lots of different services, including:

« health services

« Wokingham Borough Council SEND services and social
care services

e nurseries and schools
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Local ares partnership report

Ofsted

Area SEND inspection of Wokingham
Local Area Partnership

Inspection dates: 26 to 30 Janwary 2026
Dates of previous inspection: 11 to 13 May 2021

Inspection outcome

[There are widespread and/or systemic failings leading to significant concems about the
fexperiences and outcomes of children and youny people with special educational needs
pnd/or dsabilties (SEND), which the local arca partnership must address urgently,

A monitoring inspection will be carried out within approximately 18 months, The next full
Feinspection will be within approximatedy 3 years.

JAs a resuit of this inspection, HMCI requires the local area partnership to prepare and
lsubenit & priocity action plan (ares SEND) to address the identified areas for priority

petion.

Information about the local area partnership

Wokingham Borough Council and Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire West
Integrated Care Board (ICB) are responsible for commissioning and planeing the services
for children and young peopie with special educational noeds and/or cisabiltics (SEND)

The commissioning of health services changed across England in 2022, The responsibiity
for heaith services in Berkshire West CCG passed 1o Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and
Berkshire West Integrated Care Board ICB in July 2022 and Wokingham Borough Councit
and the ICB work together to deliver a whole-service approach for education, social care
and heath services, There have been changes to some leadership posts across the local
area partnership since the previous inspection. These include new, parmanent
ppointments and changes to the govermnance structure.

Wokingham Borough Council commissions altemative provision (AP) for children or young
people, including for those who cannot attend school due to socal, emotional and mental
health and medical needs, medical needs or for those who are at risk of or have been
permanently excluded through 3 range of providers. The local authority maintains a list
of registered and unregistered AP,

Area SEND Inspection 2026

In May 2026, Ofsted and the CQC sent a report to explain
what they saw.

The report talks about:

« strengths (what is going well)
« improvements (what needs to get better)




Strengths (what is going well)

4 )
Lots of adults who work in schools, health, social care and
SEND services work hard to support children and young
people. They want to help them achieve their goals.
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Adults are working on making sure there are enough options

for young people once they turn 16, that meet their needs.
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Strengths (what is going well)
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Adults who work with young children (aged 0-5) make sure
they get the right help quickly.
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Training and advice for teachers on how to support children
and young people’s needs is getting better.

~
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Improvements (what needs to get better)
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Leaders in health need to improve wheelchair services so
children and young people get the equipment they need
quickly.

4 )
Leaders in the council and health need to work together to
use information about children and young people with SEND

to plan for the future.
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Improvements (what needs to get better)

|
EHC plan
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Adults need to work together to keep EHCPs up to date and
include good advice to help children and young people reach

their goals.
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Adults need to make sure children and young people get the
support they need without waiting a long time for an
assessment.
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What happens next
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Leaders in the Wokingham area are working together to
write a plan about how to make things better. They will
listen to children, young people and families when they write
this plan.

4 )
The plan will be on the SEND Local Offer website.
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Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) will visit again
in 18 months. They will check that the plan is making things

better.
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