


WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

The Wokingham District Biodiversity Action Plan is the result of an ongoing partnership between
the Council, the local statutory agencies (English Nature, Forestry Commission and the
Environment Agency), local Wildlife Trust (Berkshire Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife
Trust) and the local community through the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum.

The Council sees the maintenance of this partnership through Wokingham Biodiversity Forum as
the key to the successful implementation, monitoring and future review of the Wokingham District
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Aims
This document sets out to build upon the achievements of the first Wokingham District
Biodiversity Action Plan, which was produced in 1997.  The Plan sets out the Council’s policies
and actions for protecting and conserving biodiversity and forms an integral part of the council’s
first Community Strategy, Building on Success. The Wokingham District Community Strategy
identifies biodiversity as one of a number of crosscutting themes, which runs right through the
strategy and need to be incorporated into plans for future action.

This Action Plan aims to:
* Identify the extent of the wildlife resource in the District and to establish policies for its

protection, management and enhancement;
* Raise awareness of the issues affecting biodiversity;
* Encourage community involvement and action;
* Promote “good practice” and encourage management sympathetic to wildlife;
* Outline targets and actions for improving our biodiversity.

This Action Plan is divided into four parts:

Part One: Introduction and background
Part Two: Legislation and Protective Policies
Part Three: Habitat Action Plans
Part Four: Species Action Plans



PART ONE: INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

What is biodiversity?
Put simply, biodiversity is concerned with maintaining the variety of life forms.  A more complex
definition in Article 2 of the Biodiversity Convention defines biological diversity as ‘the variability
among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic
ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are a part; this includes diversity within
species, between species and of ecosystems’.

Why is biodiversity important?
On a global scale, the decline in biological diversity brought about by human activity poses a
threat to our future survival.  To put this into context it is estimated that up to 50% of species
could become extinct during the next thirty years, unless urgent steps are taken to halt this
decline.  At a local level, Wokingham District’s natural environment has also been heavily
modified by human activity, and habitats constantly reduced.

Origins of the biodiversity initiative
International concern for biodiversity originates from the Rio Earth Summit of 1992 when 150
countries, including the UK and the European Community signed the Convention on Biological
Diversity.  This Treaty aims to conserve the diversity of flora and fauna at a global, national and
local scale.

To meet its obligations under the Treaty, the Government published Biodiversity - The UK Action
Plan in 1994. This document was followed by Biodiversity: The UK Steering Group Report volume
1: Meeting the Rio Challenge in 1995 and the Government Response to the UK Steering Group
Report on Biodiversity in May 1996.  This latter document sets out broad objectives for
agriculture, forestry, transport and planning.  To date the a total of 391 national Species Action
Plans and 45 national Habitats Action Plans have been produced as part of the UK Biodiversity
process.

The UK Action Plan
The main objectives of the UK Action Plan
are as follows:

1. To conserve and enhance:
* wildlife habitats;
* internationally important habitats and species;
* habitats and species characteristic of local areas;
* natural and semi natural areas that have declined in recent years.

2. To increase public awareness and involvement.

3. To contribute to the conservation of biodiversity on a European and global scale.

The UK Action Plan has adopted a target based approach and priority habitats and species have
been identified at a national and regional level. Whilst these targets should influence Local
Biodiversity Action Plans, the Government has stated that habitats and species characteristic of
local areas are equally important. The 1995 UK Biodiversity Group (UKBG) report also
emphasised the importance of Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP) to complement the national
strategy. The stated aim of the UKBG is to achieve 100% LBAP coverage for the UK.

The County Perspective
Between 1999 and 2001 the Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum produced 4 Habitats Action
Plans for Berkshire, Heathlands, Lowland Unimproved Grassland, Standing Open Water and



Associated Habitats, and Rivers and Associated Floodplain Habitats. Berkshire Habitat Action
Plans for Woodland and farmland are in preparation. In 2003 the Berkshire Nature Conservation
Forum established county steering groups to oversee the implementation of the published county
Habitat Action Plans.

The Local Perspective
Wokingham District Council has a history developing policies to protect the environment including
the 1996 Environmental Strategy, the first Wokingham District Biodiversity Action Plan in 1997
and the Community Strategy - Building on Success. The new Wokingham District Biodiversity
Action Plan aims to build upon both the achievements of these documents and to contribute to
targets outlined in the county Habitat Action Plans, South East Regional targets and ultimately the
UK Biodiversity Action Plan.

The Council acknowledges that the successful implementation of this initiative can only be
achieved by working in partnership with businesses, developers, the voluntary sector and the
community. To this end the Council was instrumental in setting up the Wokingham Biodiversity
Forum in March 2000.

Implementation of this Biodiversity Action Plan has been identified as a proposed action within
the Wokingham District Community Strategy – Building on Success.

Quality Of Life
Biodiversity is a key component of sustainable development and there is a direct relationship
between a high quality and wildlife rich environment and a vibrant local economy. Wokingham
District's environment is under threat from intense development pressures and residents have
stated that they want us to maintain and enhance the districts environment for future generations.

Many people value our countryside for quiet enjoyment (be it walking, wildlife watching, cycling or
climbing), spiritual refreshment and general well being. National surveys have shown that birds
and wildlife were the primary reason influencing the decision of 59% of visitors to the
Countryside.

Research is also showing that biodiversity influences our quality of life in more subtle ways. Mere
visual contact with “nature” can reduce our stress levels, promote well being and even increase
patient recovery rates in hospitals.

Wokingham District’s Local Strategic Partnership identified a number of Key themes within the
Community Strategy – Building on Success including : -

 “The quality of life afforded by Wokingham district residents is highly valued because of the
balance between job opportunities, the standard of living and the quality of the natural
environment of the area.”



PART TWO: LEGISLATION AND PROTECTIVE POLICIES
Legislation
There are two pieces of government legislation that relate to Local Biodiversity Action Plans
(LBAPs), the Countryside and Rights Of Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act) and the Local Government
Act 2000.  The CRoW Act introduced two new duties, (1) a new conservation duty on public
bodies and statutory undertakers to “to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise
of your functions to further the conservation and enhancement of Sites of Special Scientific
Interests’ special interests.” (2) a new duty on Government Ministers and Departments “to have
due regard to the purpose of the conservation of biological diversity in the exercise of their
functions.”

The Section 4 of the Local Government Act 2000 contains a mandatory requirement  that every
local authority produces a strategy, known as a “Community Strategy”, for promoting or improving
the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of their area and “contributing to the
achievement of sustainable development in the UK”. The DETR circular on the Countryside and
Rights Of Way Act 2000 (04/2001) issued in February 2001, states that “Local Biodiversity Action
Plans  …. are amongst the elements local authorities should build upon when preparing the
overarching Community Strategy required by section 4 of the Local Government Act 2000. Local
wildlife sites will be important components within Local BAPs”

Protective Policy
Planning Policy Guidance 9: Nature Conservation (PPG 9) sets out the Government’s policy for
the treatment of nature conservation issues in development plans and the protection of
designated sites.  The requirements of the European Habitats Directive as well as the protection
of species under the Countryside and Rights Of Way Act 2000 are also mentioned.

The District Council has liaised closely with English Nature to ensure that the Local Plan meets
the requirements of PPG 9 and current wildlife legislation.

Berkshire Structure Plan
The District Council supports the policies EN 8 and EN 9 of the current  Berkshire Structure Plan
2001-2006.  However the Joint Services Planning Unit (JSPU) for Berkshire is currently
developing a Policy for Biodiversity as part of the Deposit Draft Berkshire Structure Plan 2001-16.

Wokingham District Local Plan -The role of the District Council
The local planning authority can make an important contribution to the conservation of
biodiversity though its land use planning policies.  The plan contains the following relevant
policies

WOS3 Development Control Principles
WCC3 The Central Berkshire Forest
WNC1 Special Protection Areas and Sites of Special Scientific Interest
WNC1A Local Nature Reserves
WNC2 New Nature Reserves
WNC3 Protected Species Conservation
WNC4 Protection and Management of Wildlife Heritage Sites
WNC5 Nature Conservation in the Wider Countryside
WNC6 The Protection, Enhancement or Creation of Wildlife Corridors
WNC7 Creating New Habitats through development

To achieve these policy objectives, the District Council works very closely with English Nature,
the Forestry Authority, and the Environment Agency, as well as the many voluntary sector
organisations involved.



PART THREE: HABITAT ACTION PLANS
Wokingham District’s Biodiversity Action Plan is by definition a work in progress, it will change
and develop as more information becomes available. Wokingham District’s Biodiversity Action
Plan covers the entire District not just land in the ownership of the council and is a challenge to
the whole community.

It currently consists of the following Habitat Action Plans ; -

(1) Town, Villages and People
(2) Woodlands
(3) Grasslands
(4) Wetlands
(5) Heathlands

In the future it will be necessary to add a number of Species Action Plans. Species will be
selected upon the following criteria:

• rarity defined at the European. National and county scale.
• recorded decline
• indicator species.
• Species associated with a mosaic of habitats
• Species requiring specific action

Monitoring
It is essential that the Action Plan is monitored at regular intervals to:

* ascertain the gross changes to habitats;
* determine the population of target species;
* assess the effectiveness of the District Council’s management plans.

To achieve these objectives the District Council will work in partnership with agencies, voluntary
organisations, local groups and individuals.  The key to effective monitoring is for all parties
involved to use agreed monitoring methods and to set up appropriate biological records to a
nationally agreed format. It is anticipated that the recently established Thames Valley
Environmental Records Centre will take a lead role in monitoring progress towards both national,
regional, county and local biodiversity targets.
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1 HABITAT ACTION PLAN – TOWNS, VILLAGES AND PEOPLE

1.1 INTRODUCTION

1.1.1 This Habitat Action Plan covers any habitat that occurs within the confines of a Town or
Village. The value of these habitats is not confined to their ecological value (which can be
significant) but also their relationship to the local people that enjoy them.

1.1.2 The plan includes those measures that contribute to local awareness, public involvement
and political commitment in the Biodiversity process.

1.1.3 Wokingham District contains a number of historical settlements such as the villages of
Barkham, Arborfield, Finchampstead, Hurst, Twyford, Wargrave, Shinfield, Spencers
Wood, Sonning, Ruscombe, Winnersh, Swallowfield and Wokingham itself. In addition
there are new settlements such as Lower Earley and Woodley. Wokingham District is
likely to experience continued growth of housing area in the period of this plan.  Which
will lead to more wildlife habitats falling within the boundaries of residential areas

1.1.4 These settlements include extensive areas of private gardens, public parks, churchyards/
cemeteries, allotments and school grounds. In addition the District contains extensive
areas of motorway and railway embankments/cuttings which function as both wildlife
corridors and sometimes barriers to natural dispersal.



1.2 LINKS WITH OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS AND SPECIES ACTION PLANS

1.2.1 Towns and villages contain examples of all the other habitats covered by the Wokingham
District Biodiversity Action Plan. In order for Biodiversity areas within towns and villages
to thrive the links with the surrounding countryside are especially important.

1.2.2 It is intended that this plan will act as the main vehicle to promote those activities that
have more to do with public involvement and understanding of biodiversity than with the
habitats themselves.

1.2.3 The following UKBAP species occur in the towns and villages of Wokingham District,
Reed Bunting, Wryneck, spotted flycatcher, bullfinch, song thrush, water vole, pipistrelle
bat, great crested newt, stag beetle, white clawed crayfish and tower mustard.



1.3 CURRENT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL STATUS

1.3.1 It is difficult to obtain any reliable information about the extent of town and village
habitats. However with the projected housing growth within the UK it is undoubtedly a
habitat that is expanding.

1.3.2 English Nature have suggested the following national standards for Natural Green
spaces and Local Nature Reserves within the urban environment.

(a) Urban residents should be able to access a natural green space of at least 1ha
(preferably 2ha) within 280metres of their homes.

(b) Provision should be made for Local nature reserve in every urban area at the
minimum level of 1ha per 1000 population.

1.3.3 The England Biodiversity Group, in their Guidance for Local Biodiversity Action Plans
Guidance Note 6 Education – Awareness to Action, have stated that ” Education and
training have a vital role to play in helping to ensure that individual and the various
sectors … have the skills necessary to sustain biodiversity”.

1.3.4 In their latest publication Natural Partners the England Biodiversity Group identifies the
following functions  of Local Biodiversity Action Plans

(a) To translate national targets for species and habitats into effective action at the local
level.

(b) To identify targets for species and habitats important to the local area and reflecting
the values of local people.

(c) To stimulate effective local partnerships to ensure programmes for biodiversity
conservation are developed and maintained in the long term.

(d) To raise awareness of the need for biodiversity conservation and enhancement in the
local context.

(e) To ensure that opportunities for conservation and enhancement of biodiversity are
promoted, understood and rooted in policies and decisions at local level.

(f) To provide a basis for monitoring and evaluating local action for biodiversity priorities,
at both national and local levels.

These functions repeatedly emphasize the local context for Local biodiversity Action
Plans and the importance of engaging with the various sectors of the local community.



1.4 EVALUATION OF WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S TOWNS, VILLAGES AND PEOPLE

1.4.1 There are 3788ha of identified urban settlements in Wokingham district, nearly 22% of
the area. Village greens, road verges, village ponds, houses and street trees all provide
habitat for some wildlife. Many once common farmland species are now more common in
towns and villages. Private gardens form the largest total area within the urban
environment, and consequently can play an important role in conserving the districts
biodiversity. In addition initiatives aimed at private householders can raise awareness of
wider issues and encourage community involvement in other biodiversity projects. Stag
beetles, bats and various bird species are regular visitors to urban gardens.

1.4.2 The built environment is likely to expand within the Wokingham District area for the
foreseeable future due the proposed increase in housing numbers.

1.4.3 There are 450ha of Public Open Space in Wokingham district, this is found on 478 sites,
which vary from formal sports pitches to woodlands.  Many contain small areas of semi-
natural habitat such as woodlands, hedgerows, ponds, veteran trees and meadows. The
wildlife that any particular park holds will depend what habitats are present, however a
number of our priority species occur in our parks such as the song thrush, bullfinch, bats,
stag beetles and great crested newts.

1.4.4 Allotments tend to attract similar wildlife to private gardens, although the number of
species found on them depends on how well kept they are or whether they are adjacent
to other habitats. There is less demand for allotments these days and as a consequence
they are under threat from alternative uses such as development. There are a number of
allotment site within the district in Woodley, Spencers Wood, Twyford and Hurst.

1.4.5 There are 21 churches in the district, and most have extensive grounds. These
churchyards and cemeteries are often made up of unimproved grassland and old trees
and some have significant wildlife interest. Again as with allotments and Parks the wildlife
that any particular area holds will depend what habitats or features are present, however
a number of our priority species occur in our churchyards and cemeteries such as the
song thrush, bullfinch, bats and stag beetles. In addition they are often rich in lichens as
the variety of materials used for headstones provides opportunities for specialist species
to colonise areas that are usually unsuitable.

1.4.6 The district currently contains 7 Local Nature Reserves covering an area of 79.4ha.
Lonmoor Bog LNR, Highwood LNR, Lavell’s Lake LNR, Heathlake LNR, and Aldermoors
LNR are owned and managed by Wokingham District Council, whereas Maiden Erlegh
Lakes LNR and Ali’s Pond LNR are owned and managed by Earley Town Council and
Sonning Parish Council respectively.

1.4.7 In March of 2000 the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum was established the initial
membership was around 35 which rapidly rose to 70 by the end of 2000. The Forum ahas
been instrumental in the review of the Wokingham District Biodiversity Action Plan and
will it is hoped continue to monitor its progress.

1.4.8 Right from it’s inception the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum has seen engagement with
and support of the various sectors of the local community as key objectives.
Communication with the local community has been undertaken through press releases
for biodiversity successes but also through the production, twice a year of their own
Wokingham Biodiversity Newsletter. In addition the Forum has attempted to raise the
local skills base by providing a series of biodiversity courses, 4 in 2001, 5 in 2002 and 10
in 2003.



1.5 THREATS TO WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S TOWNS AND VILLAGES
• Lack of recognition of wildlife value.
• Residential or commercial development.
• Unsympathetic management/intensive horticulture.
• Flytipping and vandalism.
• Increasing dwelling density in new developments.



1.6 NOTABLE SPECIES ASSOCIATED WITH WOKINGHAM DISTRICT’S TOWNS,
VILLAGES AND

PEOPLE

1.6.1 UK priority Species

Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and
Fungi

Song thrush Water Vole Great crested
Newt

Stag Beetle Tower Mustard

Bullfinch Bats White Clawed
Crayfish

Reed bunting
Wryneck
Spotted
Flycatcher

1.6.2 Local Priority Species

Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and
Fungi

Palmate Newt Ragged Robin
Grass Snake Green winged

orchid
Common Lizard Lichens



1.7 ASPIRATIONS, OBJECTIVES AND SPECIFIC TARGETS

1.7.1 The aspiration, objectives and targets included in the Wokingham District Town, Villages
and People Habitat Action Plan were developed in consultation with residents of the
District at a series of public meeting. Initial workshops at the November 2000 meeting of
Wokingham Biodiversity Forum, identified the key concerns. These key concerns were
then refined and put into the national and regional context at subsequent meetings for
each of the 5 Habitat Action Plan Steering Groups in late 2000 and early 2001. In
addition ideas for raising awareness and public involvement were gathered at a further
meeting of the Biodiversity Forum in November 2001.

1.7.2 There is at present no county HAP for Towns and Villages or urban habitats.

1.7.3  Aspirations - What do we want in 100 years time?

An active and involved local community that supports and promotes the district’s
biodiversity.

The amount of urban natural green space and Local Nature Reserves at least matches
the English Nature recommendation (see paragraph 1.5).

That the District contains a network of at least 50 Local Nature Reserve.

That all our Public Open Spaces (over 2ha) are managed with biodiversity as one of the
objectives.

All churchyards, cemeteries, school grounds and allotments are managed with
biodiversity as one of the aims.

All new developments have biodiversity taken in to account at the design stage.

1.7.4 Specific Targets 2002-2012

1.7.4.1 An active and involved local community that supports and promotes the district’s
biodiversity.

(a) To increase the membership of the Biodiversity Forum to 200 by 2012.
(b) Ensure that at least 6 local press articles a year mention the biodiversity forum/Action

Plan.
(c) Promote at least 3 Wildlife training course per year.
(d) Produce at least 2 issues a year of the Biodiversity Newsletter, and increase print run

to 2000 copies by 2012.
(e) Wokingham District children have access to an appropriate biodiversity focused

outdoor educational programme.
(f) Audit the biodiversity work of Parish /Town Councils every 3years.
(g) Promote wildlife friendly gardening in the district.

1.7.4.2 The amount of urban natural green space and Local Nature Reserves at least
matches the English Nature recommendation (see paragraph 1.5).

(a) Carry out a survey of urban green spaces to assess current level of provision by
2004.

(b) Ensure that all surveyed urban green spaces meeting the relevant criteria are
designated as Wildlife Heritage Sites.



(c) Ensure that all relevant new developments contribute to the provision of urban green
space.

1.7.4.3 That the District contains a network of at least 50 Local Nature Reserve.

(a) Encourage and support at least 1 Parish/Town Council a year to designate a Local
Nature Reserve.

(b) Ensure that WDC Countryside Service designates 5-10 new Local Nature Reserves
by 2012.

1.7.4.4 That all our Urban Green spaces/Public Open Spaces (over 2ha) are managed with
biodiversity as one of the objectives.

(a) Ensure that at least 10% of our urban parks have an agreed biodiversity
management statement by 2012.

1.7.4.5 All churchyards, cemeteries, school grounds, allotments and school grounds are
managed with biodiversity as one of the aims.

(a) Ensure that at least 25% of our churchyards, cemeteries, school grounds and
allotments have an agreed management statement by 2012.

(b) Ensure that at least 10% of our school grounds have an agreed management
statement by 2012.

1.7.4.6 All new developments have biodiversity taken in to account at the design stage.

(a) Produce guidance material and advice on biodiversity and development for local
authority officers, parish councils and developers by 2005.

(b) Develop a network of strategic biodiversity corridors by 2004



1.8 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ASPIRATION : AN ACTIVE AND INVOLVED LOCAL
COMMUNITY THAT SUPPORTS AND PROMOTES THE
DISTRICT’S BIODIVERSITY. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012
Target : To increase the membership of the Biodiversity Forum to 200 by 2012.
Ensure that biodiversity Forum continues to meet 3 times a
year.

WDC Biodiversity
Forum * * * * * * *

Ensure that Biodiversity forum minutes are available through the
WDC web site.

WDC Biodiversity
Forum * * * * *

Promote Forum membership to all relevant groups. WDC Biodiversity
Forum * * * * * * *

Maintain Biodiversity Forum membership database WDC Biodiversity
Forum * * * * * * *

Target : Ensure that at least 6 local press articles a year mention the Biodiversity Forum/Action Plan.

Ensure that all biodiversity successes are the subject of an
appropriate press release.

WDC Various
partners

and WDC
* * * * * * *

Target : Promote at least 3 Wildlife training course per year.
Explore potential partnerships and sources of external funding
towards provision of courses by external provider.

WDC BBOWT/
UAs * * * * * * *

Consult with local communities to ensure that course subjects
are relevant to the needs of the local community.

WDC Biodiversity
Forum * * * * * * *

Target : Produce at least 2 issues a year of the Biodiversity Newsletter, and increase print run to 2000 copies by
2012.
Explore potential partnerships and sources of funding to
produce the Biodiversity Newsletter.

WDC Biodiversity
Forum * * * * * * *

Ensure that Biodiversity Newsletter is available on WDC web
site.

WDC Biodiversity
Forum * * * * *

Increase print run to 2000 by 2012 WDC Biodiversity
Forum *



Target : Ensure that all Wokingham District children  have access to an appropriate biodiversity focused outdoor
educational programme.
Provide an appropriate outdoor educational programme
annually.

WDC PC/TC/BBO
WT * * * * * * *

Provide 3 childrens biodiversity workshops per year. WDC PC/TC/BBO
WT * * * * * * *

Target: Audit the biodiversity work of Parish /Town Councils every 3years.Ensure that all
Produce distribute agreed biodiversity questionnaire every 3
years.

Biodiversity
Forum

WDC * * *
Produce report including commendations every 3 years Biodiversity

Forum
WDC * * *

Target: Promote wildlife friendly gardening in the district.
Secure funds to support BBOWT Wildlife Gardening Project by
2004.

WDC BBOWT * * * * *
Organise and run at least one workshop on wildlife gardening
each year.

WDC BBOWT * * * * *

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ASPIRATION : THE AMOUNT OF URBAN
NATURAL GREEN SPACE AND LOCAL NATURE
RESERVES AT LEAST MATCHES THE ENGLISH
NATURE RECOMMENDATION (SEE PARAGRAPH
1.5).

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Carry out a survey of urban green spaces to assess current level of provision by 2004.
Produce a GIS based assessment of urban green space (using
2002 aerial photographs) of the entire District by 2004.

WDC * *
Maintain GIS database of urban green space updated annually. * * * * *
Develop a rolling program of enhancements to address those
areas of deprivation identified in the survey. * * * *
Target: Ensure that all surveyed urban green spaces meeting the relevant criteria are designated as Wildlife
Heritage Sites.



Establish and maintain county wide Recorder system/Local
Records Centre

WBC All Berks
UA's * * * * * * *

Audit WDC owned urban green spaces 2004. WDC * * *
Review survey data on all known urban green spaces sites to
assess which meet the new requirements for designation as
WHS

WDC BBOWT/EN
/EA * * * * * *

Investigate potential for community value criteria for WHS
selection.

WDC BERKS
UA’S * *

Target : Ensure that all relevant new major developments contribute to the provision of urban green space.
Ensure that all major development application are assessed for
their impact on urban green space availability.

WDC * * * * * * *
Develop and protect a network of strategic biodiversity corridors
by 2004.

WDC * * *

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : THAT THE
DISTRICT CONTAINS A NETWORK OF AT LEAST
50 LOCAL NATURE RESERVE. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Encourage and support at least 1 Parish/Town Council a year to designate a Local Nature Reserve.
Enable Wokingham TC to designate Holt Copse and Joel Park
as an LNR

WTC WDC/EN * *
Enable Swallowfield PC to designate Swallowfield Meadow as
an LNR

SwPC WDC/EN * *
Enable Swallowfield PC to designate The Marshes as an LNR SwPC WDC/EN * *
Enable Arborfield and Newland PC to designate Pound Copse
as an LNR

APC WDC/EN * *
Enable Wokingham TC to designate Viking Field and/or
Redlands Farm Park as an LNR.

WTC WDC/EN * *
Enable Wokingham Without TC to Pinewood as an LNR. WWTC WDC/EN * *
Enable other PCs to designate other sites as LNRs PC/TC WDC/EN * * * *



Support all Parish and Town Councils that have designated
LNRs.

WDC BBOWT/EN
/TC/PC * * * * * * *

Target : Ensure that WDC Countryside Service designates 5-10 new Local Nature Reserves by 2012.
Designate Keephatch Park as an LNR. WDC EN * *
Designate Charvil meadows as an LNR. WDC EN * *
Designate the New area etc at California Country Park as an
LNR.

WDC EN * *
Designate Pearman’s Copse and/or The Community Woodland
as an LNR.

WDC EN * *
Designate Winnersh Open Space as an LNR. WDC EN * *
Designate The Moors as an LNR. WDC EN * *
Designate Warren Wood as an LNR. WDC EN * *
Designate Lea/Sandford Farm as an LNR. WDC EN * * *
Designate Noar Hill Woods (the Met office site) as an LNR. WDC EN * * *
Designate Winnersh Housing Site (floodplain areas, ponds and
WHS) as an LNR.

WDC EN * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : THAT ALL OUR
URBAN GREEN SPACES/PUBLIC OPEN SPACES
(OVER 2HA) ARE MANAGED WITH
BIODIVERSITY AS ONE OF THE OBJECTIVES.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Ensure that at least 10% of our urban parks have an agreed biodiversity management statement by 2012.
Identify priority sites for detailed survey by 2004 * *
Carry out detailed surveys on priority sites by 2005 * *
Complete all management statements on priority sites * * * * *

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : ALL
CHURCHYARDS, CEMETERIES, SCHOOL
GROUNDS, ALLOTMENTS AND SCHOOL
GROUNDS ARE MANAGED WITH BIODIVERSITY
AS ONE OF THE AIMS.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Ensure that at least 25% of our churchyards, cemeteries and allotments have an agreed management
statement by 2012.
Establish and maintain GIS inventory of the our churchyards,
cemeteries and allotments by 2006.

WDC BBOWT/PC
/TC * *

Identify and prepare management statement  for  priority
churchyards, cemeteries and allotments by 2012

WDC BBOWT/PC
/TC * * *

Target : Ensure that at least 10% of our school grounds have an agreed management statement by 2012.
Establish and maintain GIS inventory of our school grounds by
2006.

WDC BBOWT/PC
/TC * *

Identify and prepare management statement  for  priority school
grounds by 2012

WDC BBOWT/PC
/TC * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : ALL NEW
DEVELOPMENTS HAVE BIODIVERSITY TAKEN IN
TO ACCOUNT AT THE DESIGN STAGE. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Produce guidance material and advice on biodiversity and development for local authority officers,
parish councils and developers.
Produce guidance leaflet on biodiversity and development by
2005. * * * *
Ensure that biodiversity Officer is consulted on all appropriate
plans, policies and planning applications. * * * * * * *
Target : Develop a network of strategic biodiversity corridors by 2004.
Create GIS layer of indicative biodiversity corridors centred on
the loddon floodplain, major road verges and railway lines
initially

WDC * *
Ensure that corridors are adopted as either supplementary
Planning Guidance or as part of the Local Plan

WDC * *
Ensure that any development that adversely affects the integrity
of these corridors is objected to in the Planning process

WDC * * * * *
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2 HABITAT ACTION PLAN - WOODLAND

2.1 INTRODUCTION

2.1.1 This Habitat Action Plan covers all types of woodland and parkland. In Wokingham
District they vary with the underlying geology from calcareous beech woods over the
Chalk in the north of the District to acid Oak woodland over the acidic Bagshot and
Reading beds in the south and west of the district. In between there are mixed broad-
leaved woodlands over the predominantly neutral London Clay. In addition wet riverine
woodlands occur within the floodplains of the river Loddon, Blackwater and Thames,
while wet bog woodlands occur amongst the heathland where drainage is impeded.

2.1.2 Ancient Semi-Natural woodlands (ASNW) are sites that have been continuously wooded
since 1600, and is composed of native tree species, which have not obviously been
planted.  This continuity of woodland cover has provided a refuge for a great variety of
plants and animals, whilst the surrounding landscape has been through many changes.
ASNW together with Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) are considered the
most important woodlands for wildlife.

2.1.3 The Wokingham District Woodland Habitat Action Plan includes the following UK BAP
broad habitat classifications, (1) Broad-leaved, mixed and yew woodland and (2)
Coniferous woodland. These in turn include the following priority habitats: Lowland Beech
and yew woodland, Wet woodland and lowland wood pasture and parkland.



2.2 LINKS WITH OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS AND SPECIES ACTION PLANS

2.2.1 Woodland does not occur in isolation and forms a diverse mosaic with other habitats
such as hedgerows, ponds, grassland, heathland and wetlands.

2.2.2 Wet woodland (riverine) is associated with the floodplains of the major rivers and streams
of Wokingham District. Actions within the Woodland HAP will contribute to the objectives
of the Wetland HAP.

2.2.3 Some plantation sites have alternative target habitats as their ideal restoration. The
heathland, grassland and Wetland HAPs will have a negative affect on the area of
woodland within the district.

2.2.4 The following national BAP priority species occur within the district’s woodlands, song
thrush, bullfinch, spotted flycatcher, wryneck, dormouse, bats, narrow bordered bee
hawkmoth, orange underwing moth and stag beetle. Some of these species will be the
subject of Species Action Plans (SAPs) in the future, Whereas other will be addressed
through this and other HAP actions. These SAPs will have an impact on the development
of the Woodland HAP.



2.3 CURRENT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL STATUS

2.3.1 The total area of woodland of 0.1ha and over in England is 1096885ha which represents
8.4% of the land area (Forestry Commission, 2002).  The South East region contains
269645ha of woodland which amounts to about 12% woodland cover for the region
(BNCF, in preparation). The total area of woodland of 0.1ha and over in Berkshire is
18308ha which represents 14.5% of the land area (Forestry Commission, 2002a).

2.3.2 The South East region contains 24% of England’s woodland resource and Berkshire
contains 6.7% of the South East regions woodland resource in only 5.5% of the region’s
land area (Cloughley,P and Wicks, D, 1998). Berkshire is regionally important for its
woodland resource.

2.3.3 It is estimated that there are 85555ha of Ancient Semi Natural Woodland (ASNW) in the
South East region, which is approximately 28% of the UK resource in only 9.3% of the
land area (Cloughley,P and Wicks, D, 1998). The South East region is nationally
important for ASNW. It is estimated that Berkshire contains 3740ha of ASNW, which is
approximately 4.3% of the South East regions resource in only 5.5% of the land area
(Cloughley,P and Wicks, D, 1998).

2.3.4 It is estimated that there are 1780ha of Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) in
Berkshire, which is approximately 3.8% of the South East regions resource in 5.5% of the
land area (Cloughley,P and Wicks, D, 1998).

2.3.5 It is estimated that there are 14320ha of Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland in the
South East region, which is 71.6% of the UK resource (Cloughley,P and Wicks, D, 1998).
The South East region is nationally important for its Lowland Wood Pasture and
Parkland. It is estimated that there are 1400ha of Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland in
Berkshire, which is approximately 9.7% of the South East regions resource in 5.5% of the
land area (Cloughley,P and Wicks, D, 1998). Berkshire is regionally important for its
Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland.

2.3.6 In the 1980’s it was estimated that there were 50-70000ha of wet woodland within the
UK, of which about 30-40000ha was ASNW (UK Biodiversity Group, 2000). There is no
available data on the extent of the wet woodland resource in either the South East region
or Berkshire.



2.4 EVALUATION OF WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S WOODLANDS

2.4.1 Wokingham District is relatively rich in woodland habitats, 14.2% of the district is covered
by woodland, which amounts to 2550ha (BNCF, unpub). Of this area, approximately
1575ha  are broad-leaved woodland and 975ha are mixed woodland. Wokingham District
contains 14% of the Berkshire woodland resource in only 14% of the land area,
consequently Wokingham District is of county importance for its’ woodlands.

2.4.2 However much of this is secondary in origin and Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland - where
tree cover has been continuous since 1600 amounts to only 693ha or 3.9% of the District.
In addition there are 110ha of Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS).
Wokingham District contains 18.5% of the Berkshire ASNW resource and 6.2% of the
Berkshire PAWS resource (Cloughley,P and Wicks, D, 1998). Wokingham District is of
county importance for its ASNW.

2.4.3 Wokingham District's wet riverine woodlands are of national importance, as they form
part of the UK stronghold of the Loddon Lily.

2.4.4 Forestry plantations, most often of conifers planted on ex heathland sites, are among the
poorest for wildlife, often with virtually no ground flora. However with the removal of tree
cover heathland vegetation can often be successfully re-established.  The Forestry
Commission is currently developing a set of criteria to assess which plantations are
suitable for restoration to heathland.



2.5 THREATS TO WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S WOODLANDS

* Residential and commercial development.
* Conversion to horse paddocks.
* Conversion to private gardens.
* Decline in markets for coppice produce and native timbers.
* A lack of traditional coppice management causing loss of dependent species (i.e

nightingale).
* Browsing by deer reducing regeneration, particularly of coppice.
* Conflict with recreational use of woodlands (ie trampling of vegetation and

disturbance of wildlife).
• Fly-tipping by householders (leading to the introduction of non-native garden

species).
• Invasive alien species (such as rhododendron and himalayan balsam)
• Damage to woodland through inappropriate management, caused by lack of

understanding / education



2.6  NOTABLE SPECIES ASSOCIATED WITH WOKINGHAM DISTRICTS’S WOODLANDS

2.6.1 UK priority Species

Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and
Fungi

Song Thrush Dormouse Narrow Bordered
Bee Hawkmoth

Tower Mustard

Bullfinch Bat species Orange
Underwing Moth

Spotted
Flycatcher

Stag beetle

Wryneck

2.6.2 Local Priority Species

Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and
Fungi

Nightingale Other bat
species

White admiral Loddon Lily

Hobby Wild Service tree
Herb Paris
Climbing
Corydalis
Moschatel

This table is not a complete list of the Local Priority Species, new species may be added in the
future as survey work reveals local rarities.



2.7 ASPIRATIONS, OBJECTIVES AND SPECIFIC TARGETS

2.7.1 Introduction
The aspiration, objectives and targets included in the Wokingham District Woodland
Habitat Action Plan were developed in consultation with residents of the District at a
series of public meetings. Initial workshops at the November 2000 meeting of
Wokingham Biodiversity Forum, identified the key concerns. These key concerns were
then refined and put into the national and regional context at subsequent meetings of the
each of the 5 Habitat Action Plan Steering Groups in late 2000 and early 2001.

2.7.2 Aspirations - What do we want in 100 years time?
The following aspirations represent the visionary aspect of the Wokingham District
Woodland Habitat Action Plan.  They have been formulated to set the long-term context
for the specific targets for the next ten year period.

There is no decline in area of ASNW and PAWS woodland within the District.

Total area of woodland in the District is increased from 14% to 17%.

All PAWS within the District are replanted with native broad-leaved woodland.

Broad-leaved woodland increased from 62% to 76% of the total woodland area within
Wokingham District.

All ASNW, PAWS and WHS woodlands have achieved either favourable or unfavourable,
recovering management status.

2.7.3 Berkshire HAP targets 2002-2012

2.7.3.1 There is at present no county HAP for Woodlands. The following aspirations and targets
will be developed into a clear implementation plan once guidance is available at a
county/regional level.

2.7.4 Wokingham District Woodland HAP Targets 2002-2012
The following targets have been set in order to implement both the aspirations above and
contribute to the countywide targets.

2.7.4.1 There is no decline in area of ASNW and PAWS woodland within the District.

(a) Ensure that all ASNW and PAWS sites within the District of over 1ha are designated
as Wildlife Heritage Sites by 2003.
(b) Ensure that all development adversely affecting ASNW or PAWS sites is objected to
within the planning consultation process.
(c) Support the Forestry Commission Native Woodland Management Plan concept on all
ASNW and PAWS sites within the District.

2.7.4.2 Total area of woodland in the District is increased from 14% to 17%.

(a) Instigate a phase 1 habitat survey (using 1996 aerial photographs) of the entire
District by 2003.
(b) Plant 50ha of new native broad-leaved woodland within the District by 2012.
(c) Ensure that no development within the district results in a net loss of woodland area or
increased fragmentation of woodlands.
(d) Identify priority areas for future woodland planting by 2003.



2.7.4.3 All PAWS sites within the District are replanted with native broad-leaved woodland.

(a) Ensure that all District, Parish and Town council owned PAWS have started the
process of restoring to native broad-leaved species by 2010.
(b) Encourage Forestry Authority where possible to make restoration to native broad-
leaves a condition of grant aid.
(c) Obtain survey data on the Ancient Woodland Inventory from English Nature by 2002.
(d) Advise at least 10% of private PAWS landowners on appropriate management by
2010.

2.7.4.4 Broad-leaved woodland increased from 62% to 76% of the total woodland area
within the District.

(a) Commence the conversion of 25ha of mixed woodland to native broad-leaves by
2010.
(b) Ensure that all new plantings are of locally appropriate native broad-leaved species.
(c) Identify priority mixed woodland sites for heathland restoration by 2002.

2.7.4.5 All ASNW, PAWS and WHS woodlands have achieved either favourable or
unfavourable, recovering management status.

(a) Ensure that at least 10% of the number of ASNW, PAWS and WHS woodland sites
have achieved either favourable or unfavourable, recovering management status by
2010.
(b) Ensure that at least 10% of private WHS woodland owners have an appropriate
management plan in place by 2010.
(c) Ensure that all District, Town and Parish Council owned woodlands have an
appropriate management plan in place by 2010.
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3 HABITAT ACTION PLAN - GRASSLAND

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 This Habitat Action Plan( HAP) covers all types of lowland grassland. Unimproved
grasslands (those that have escaped agricultural improvement, most commonly by the
addition of artificial fertilizers, herbicides, pesticides and re-seeding) are generally the
most diverse. Within Wokingham District they range from acid grasslands on the Reading
Beds and Bagshot beds in the south and east of the district, through neutral grasslands
mainly on the London clay to calcareous (or Chalk) grassland where the chalk outcrops in
the north of the district. In addition, much of the remaining improved grassland within the
district lies within the floodplains of the Rivers Thames, Loddon and Blackwater and is
subject to periodic inundation.

3.1.2 The Wokingham District Grassland Habitat Action Plan includes the following UK BAP
broad habitat Classifications, (1) boundary and Linear features, (2) improved grassland,
(3) neutral grassland, (4) Acid grassland, and (5) Calcareous grassland. These in turn
include the following Priority habitats: ancient and/or species rich hedgerows, coastal and
floodplain grazing marsh, lowland meadows, lowland dry acid grassland and lowland
calcareous grassland (UK Biodiversity Group, 2000).



3.2 LINKS WITH OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS AND SPECIES ACTION PLANS

3.2.1 Grassland does not occur in isolation and forms a diverse mosaic with other habitats
such as hedgerows, ponds and woodlands.

3.2.2 Wet grassland is associated with the major rivers and streams of the district, or where
drainage is impeded and will be addressed as part of the Wokingham District Wetland
HAP as well as the Grassland HAP.

3.2.3 Most grassland within the district is found on farmland and it is envisaged that a
Farmland HAP will be produced in the future in order to engage with the farming
community. This engagement, coupled with the increasing availability of stewardship
money, will be a key mechanism for delivering restoration of Wokingham District's
grassland in the long-term.

3.2.4 Both great crested newts and barn owls occur widely within the district and will be the
subject of Species Action Plans in the future. These SAPs will have an impact on the
development of the grassland HAP.



3.3 CURRENT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL STATUS

3.3.1 There is insufficient data to undertake any quantitative analysis of the habitat resource of
Ancient and/or species rich hedgerows (Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998).

3.3.2 It is estimated that there are 27500ha of seasonally inundated grassland within South
East England most of which occurs in grazing marshes. This is approximately 9% of the
UK resource. Grazing marshes have undergone significant losses throughout the UK.
Indeed between 1930 and the 1980's approximately 64% of grazing marsh was lost from
the Greater Thames area, mostly through arable conversion or development
(Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998). Berkshire is estimated to contain around 1080ha of
grazing marsh which amounts to about 4% of the Southeast England resource
 (Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998).

3.3.3 Between 1930 and 1984 Lowland unimproved grassland has decreased by 97%
nationally (UK Steering Group, 1995) and in Berkshire by a further 50% between 1984
and 1995 (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001).  It is estimated that there are
13400ha of unimproved neutral and acid grassland within South East England, which is
approximately 30% of the UK estimated resource of between 40000-50000ha
(Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998). In addition a survey over 8 counties found an average
site size of 7.1ha for MG5 grasslands (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001).
Berkshire contains around 265ha of unimproved neutral and acid grassland (Berkshire
Nature Conservation Forum, 2001) about 2% of the Southeast England resource.

3.3.4 Between 1940's and the present day it has been estimated that there has been an 80%
decline in calcareous grasslands nationally (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum,
2001). It is estimated that there are 9500ha of calcareous grassland within South East of
England, which is approximately 21% of the UK estimated resource of 45000ha
(Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998). A survey of 29 Berkshire lowland calcareous grassland
sites in 1985 found that 79% of sites were less than 10ha in size and that no sites
surveyed were over 40ha (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001). Berkshire
contains 174ha of lowland calcareous grassland (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum,
2001) about 2% of the South East England resource.



3.4 EVALUATION OF WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S GRASSLANDS

3.4.1 There is no accurate estimate for the extent of either improved grassland or grazing
marsh within Wokingham District although there is likely to be a significant amount within
the floodplains of the rivers Loddon, Blackwater and Thames. River floodplain covers
3440ha within wokingham District or 20% of the district area and consequently
Wokingham District is likely to be of County importance for its grazing marshes.

3.4.2 There are 28.95ha of unimproved neutral grassland within Wokingham District
(Redgrave, 1995) which amounts to 25% of the Berkshire resource (Berkshire Nature
Conservation Forum, 2001) within 14% of the County area. This is made up of 13
separate sites of which only 6 are over 2ha in size (Redgrave, 1995). One site Standford
Mill End Meadow (6.5ha) has been designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
and a further 3 are designated as Wildlife Heritage Sites.

3.4.3 Only 0.16% of the district land area is known to support unimproved neutral grassland. It
is an extremely scarce resource. Wokingham District is of county importance for its
unimproved neutral grasslands (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 1999).

3.4.4 There are 14.97ha of calcareous grassland which amounts to 8% of the Berkshire
resource (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001) within 14% of the County area.
This is made up of 2 separate sites Chalk Grassland at Remenham (4.8ha) and Happy
Valley and the Conways (10.17ha). Neither site has been designated as an SSSI (i.e
nationally important) although both are designated as Wildlife Heritage Sites (i.e of
County importance). The Chalk grassland at Remenham site is known to contain a
nationally rare plant Hairy Mallow (Althaea hirsuta) with has its own national Species
Action Plan lead by Plantlife.

3.4.5 Only 0.08% the district land area is known to support unimproved calcareous grassland.
It is an extremely scarce resource. Wokingham District is not of county importance for its
calcareous grasslands in general, however one site is of national importance for its
population of Hairy Mallow.

3.4.6 Unimproved grasslands have already suffered a catastrophic decline (Cloughley,P and
Wicks,D, 1998) and the maintenance of the few remaining sites within the district is the
priority of this plan.



3.5 THREATS TO WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S GRASSLANDS

* Residential and commercial development.
* Agricultural improvement or conversion to arable use.
* Conversion to private gardens.
* Lack of active grassland management leading to scrub invasion.
* Fragmentation of existing sites.
* Conversion to horse paddocks.
* Change in type of grassland management.
* Changes to field drainage patterns.
* Air pollution, including nitrate deposition.
* Conflict with recreational use of grasslands (ie trampling of vegetation and

disturbance of wildlife).
* Fly-tipping by householders (leading to the introduction of non-native garden

species).
* Inappropriate management of roadside verges.



3.6 NOTABLE SPECIES ASSOCIATED WITH WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S GRASSLANDS

3.6.1 UK priority Species
Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and

Fungi
Skylark Brown hare Great Crested

Newt
Asilus
crabroniformis (a
robberfly)

Hairy Mallow

Linnet Bats Tower Mustard
Corn Bunting Juniper
Tree Sparrow Pennyroyal
Grey Partridge
Turtle Dove
Song thrush

 Taken from Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 1999

3.6.2 Local Priority Species
Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and

Fungi
Meadow Pipit Adder Glowworm Dragons Tooth
Barn Owl Yellow Meadow

Ant
Ragged Robin

Meadow
saxifrage
Pepper saxifrage
Grass leaved
Vetchling
Green winged
orchid

The list of local priority species is subject to periodic review and will be added to as the
distribution other species becomes better understood.



3.7 ASPIRATIONS, OBJECTIVES AND SPECIFIC TARGETS

3.7.1 Introduction
The aspirations, objectives and targets included in the Wokingham District Grassland
Habitat Action Plan were developed in consultation with residents of the District at a
series of public meeting. Initial workshops at the November 2000 meeting of Wokingham
Biodiversity Forum, identified the key concerns. These key concerns were then refined
and put into the national and regional context at subsequent meetings for each of the 5
Habitat Action Plan Steering Groups in late 2000 and early 2001.

3.7.2 Aspirations - What do we want in 100 years time?
The following aspirations represent the visionary aspect of the Wokingham District
Grassland Habitat Action Plan.  They have been formulated to set the long-term context
for the specific targets for the next ten year period.

There is no decline in area or wildlife value of unimproved grassland sites within the
District.

Total area of semi-improved grassland being managed with nature conservation as the
priority is increased from 32.5ha to 300ha

All Unimproved grassland WHS, SSSI and LA owned grasslands have achieved either
favourable or unfavourable, recovering management status.

All agricultural grasslands are managed within the confines of an agri-environment
scheme.

There are sustainable populations of both national and local BAP species that currently
occur within the district.

All grasslands contain appropriate associated habitats.

That grasslands are a publicly valued and appreciated part of our natural heritage.

3.7.3 Berkshire HAP targets 2002-2012
The following targets are contained within The Habitat Action Plan for Lowland
Unimproved Grasslands in Berkshire (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001).
Wokingham District has a responsibility to make a significant contribution to these
countywide targets

General
• No further losses of lowland unimproved grassland throughout its distribution in

Berkshire.
• Maintain the status of all unimproved grassland sites currently in favourable

condition.
Both these targets are covered in the Wokingham District Grassland HAP by Aspiration
3.7.2.1 There is no decline in area or wildlife value of unimproved grassland sites within
the District.

Management of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
• Secure uptake of positive management with owners/occupier where necessary to

achieve good condition of grassland sites.
• Initiate re-habilitation management for all significant stands of lowland

unimproved grassland in unfavourable condition by 2005 with the aim of
achieving favourable status wherever feasible by 2010.



The only grassland SSSI within Wokingham District, Standford Mill End SSSI is both
under positive management and in favourable condition at present.

Management of Sites other than SSSIs
• Seek to ensure favourable condition of over 30% of the grassland resource by

2005 and as near to 100% as is feasible by 2015 by securing the uptake of
positive management.

• Encourage sympathetic management of grassland within Whole Farm Plans and
Farm Biodiversity Action Plans.

These targets are addressed in the Wokingham District Grassland HAP by Aspirations
3.7.2.3 All Unimproved grassland WHS, SSSI and LA owned neutral grassland sites have
achieved either favourable or Unfavourable, recovering management status and 3.7.2.4
All agricultural grasslands are managed within the confines of an agri-environment
scheme.

Re-creation
• Attempt to re-create at least 10ha of calcareous grassland of wildlife value by

2010.
• Attempt to re-create at least 10ha of neutral grassland of wildlife value by 2010.

These targets appear a little unambitious within the Wokingham District context, and
consequently a more challenging set of targets has been chosen for this habitat.
However neutral and calcareous grassland have not been separated within the
Wokingham District HAP although it is likely that the majority of the proposed 30ha will be
neutral grassland. There are currently no identified sites for re-creation of calcareous
grassland within Wokingham District.

Research and Guidance
• Increase public interest and participation in the conservation of lowland

unimproved grassland. Encourage appropriate public access for enjoyment of
grassland sites and promote understanding of their nature conservation value
and the need for management.

This target is covered in the Wokingham District Grassland HAP by Aspiration 3.7.2.5
That grasslands are a valued and appreciated part of our natural heritage.

3.7.4 Wokingham District Grassland HAP Targets 2002-2012
The following targets have been set in order that we can implement both the aspirations
above and contribute to the countywide targets.

3.7.4.1 There is no decline in area or wildlife value of unimproved grassland sites within
the District.

(a) Create a comprehensive grassland data management system by 2004.
(b) Ensure that all suitable neutral and chalk grassland sites within the District are

designated as Wildlife Heritage Sites by 2003.
(c) Ensure that all "developments" adversely affecting unimproved grassland sites are

objected to within the relevant consultation processes.

3.7.4.1 Total area of semi-improved grassland being managed with nature
conservation as the priority is increased from 32.5ha to 300ha

(a) Identify priority areas for future grassland re-creation by 2002, 2006 & 2012.
(b) Re-create 30ha of neutral/chalk grassland within the District by 2012.



3.7.4.2 All Unimproved grassland WHS, SSSI and LA owned grassland sites have
achieved either favourable or Unfavourable, recovering management status.

(a) Ensure that at least 70% of the number of grassland WHS and SSSI sites have
achieved either favourable or Unfavourable, recovering management status by 2012.
(b) Ensure that at least 10% of private WHS grassland owners have an appropriate
management plan in place by 2012.
(c) Ensure that all District, Town and Parish Council owned grassland sites have an
appropriate management plan in place by 2012.

3.7.4.3 All agricultural grasslands are managed within the confines of an agri-environment
scheme.

(a) Produce a Farmland Habitat Action Plan in partnership with FWAG, FRCA and the
local farming community by 2004.
(b) Ensure that at least 20% of agricultural grasslands are covered by the Countryside
Stewardship scheme by 2010.

3.7.4.4 That grasslands are a publicly valued and appreciated part of our natural heritage.

(a) Promote the use and appreciation of grasslands to the general public



3.8 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ASPIRATION : THERE IS NO DECLINE IN AREA
OR WILDLIFE VALUE OF UNIMPROVED
GRASSLAND SITES WITHIN THE
DISTRICT.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target :Create comprehensives grassland data management system by 2004.
Produce a GIS based phase 1/Broad habitat  Type survey
(using 2002 aerial photographs) of the entire District by 2003.

WDC Berks UA's *
Adapt Oxfordshire Wildlife Heritage Site monitoring database for
use in Berkshire by 2003.

BNCF WDC * *
Adopt and maintain BBOWT site monitoring access database
linked to GIS by 2003.

WDC BNCF * * * * *
Ensure that monitoring of biodiversity actions is compatible with
national systems.

WDC DEFRA/JN
CC * * * * * *

Target : Ensure that all suitable neutral and chalk grassland sites within the District are designated as Wildlife
Heritage Sites by 2003.
Establish and maintain county wide Recorder system WBC All Berks

UA's * * * * * * *
Audit WDC owned Farmland by 2004. WDC * * *
Review survey data on all known unimproved grassland sites to
assess which meet the new requirements for designation as
WHS

WDC BBOWT/EN
/EA *

Target : Ensure that all "developments" affecting unimproved grassland sites are objected to within the relevant
consultation processes.
Ensure that Wokingham District Local Plan contain policies on
WHS, habitat/green corridors and associated protected species
conforming to RTPI model policies.

WDC RTPI/ Berks
UA's * *

Ensure that Berkshire Structure Plan contains policies on WHS
and associated protected species conforming to RTPI model
policies.

WDC RTPI/ Berks
UA's * * *



Ensure that Wokingham District 's Development Control Team
and Policy and Plans Team utilise ecological advice prior to
determining applications/plans which may affect Protected
sites/species.

WDC BBOWT/EN
/EA * * * * * * *

Designate comprehensive system of green/habitat corridors for
district by 2004.

WDC Berks UA's * *
Ensure that relevant organisations have access to all ecological
data held by WDC including County Recorder Database and
GIS alert maps.

WDC/Berk
UA's

BBOWT/FC
/EN/DEFRA

/TW
* * * * * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : TOTAL AREA OF
SEMI-IMPROVED GRASSLAND BEING MANAGED
WITH NATURE CONSERVATION AS THE
PRIORITY IS INCREASED FROM 32.5HA TO
300HA

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Identify priority areas for future grassland re-creation by 2002, 2006 & 2012.
Identify sites for restoration to neutral/chalk grassland within the
plan period 2001-6 by 2003.

WDC PC/TC/LO *
Identify sites for restoration to neutral/chalk grassland within the
plan period 2006-12 by 2006.

WDC PC/TC/LO *
Identify sites for restoration to neutral/chalk grassland for plan
period 2012-22 by 20012.

WDC PC/TC/LO *
Target : Re-create 30ha of neutral/chalk grassland within the District by 2012.
Continue development of grassland restoration project at
Wyvols Court Farm

LO WDC/EA/E
N/DEFRA * * * * * *

Undertake restoration of damaged areas of Clare's Green Field
site by 2004.

ShPC WDC *
Undertake restoration of degraded areas of Charvil Country
Park by 2006

WDC DEFRA * * * * * *
Undertake restoration of degraded areas of Sindlesham
Meadows by 2006

WDC DEFRA * * * * *
Undertake restoration on other identified sites by 2012. WDC EA/EN/DEF

RA/LO/PC * * * * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : ALL UNIMPROVED
GRASSLAND WHS, SSSI AND LA OWNED
GRASSLAND SITES HAVE ACHIEVED EITHER
FAVOURABLE OR UNFAVOURABLE,
RECOVERING MANAGEMENT STATUS.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Ensure that at least 70% of the number of  unimproved grassland WHS and SSSI sites have achieved
either favourable or Unfavourable, recovering management status by 2012.
Adopt/produce simple system of Site Condition monitoring
criteria by 2003.

JNCC/
EN/BBOWT

WDC * *
Ensure that Site Condition Monitoring criteria take account of
the presence of associated habitats and national or local BAP
priority species.

JNCC/
EN/BBOWT

WDC * *
Produce an inventory of all sites containing both national and
local BAP species by 2005.

WDC BBOWT/EN * * * *
Draw up program of site condition monitoring visits and record
results on database by 2003.

WDC BBOWT/LO * *
Advise all owners/managers of WHS and SSSI grassland sites
of appropriate management and sources of funding by 2012.

WDC BBOWT/EN
/FWAG/DE

FRA
* * * * * * *

Compile and maintain an inventory of livestock owners in order
to facilitate grazing of grassland sites by 2004.

WDC BBOWT/EN
/LO * * * * *

Target : Ensure that at least 10% of private WHS grassland owners have an appropriate management plan in
place by 2012.
Produce Management Plan for meadows at Shepperlands Farm
by 2004.

BBOWT/LO WDC * * *
Assist private grassland WHS owners to produce and implement
site management plans.

LO WDC * * * * * *
Target : Ensure that all District, Town and Parish Council owned grasslands have an appropriate management
plan in place by 2012.
Produce a Management Plan for Clare's Green Field. ShPC WDC *
Produce Management plan for Swallowfield Meadow. SwPC WDC * *



Produce Management plan for Viking Field WTC WDC * *
Ensure that all WDC Countryside Service owned unimproved
grassland WHS, neutral grassland sites and grassland
restoration sites have an appropriate management plan by
2006.

WDC * * * * * *

Ensure that all WDC owned Farm Tenancies have an
appropriate Management Statement by 2006.

WDC * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : ALL
AGRICULTURAL GRASSLANDS ARE MANAGED
WITHIN THE CONFINES OF AN AGRI-
ENVIRONMENT SCHEME.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Produce a Farmland Habitat Action Plan in partnership with FWAG, FRCA and the local farming
community by 2004.
Promote membership of Wokingham Biodiversity Forum to local
farming Community.

WDC * * * * * *
Adopt Berkshire Farmland Habitat Action Plan BNCF WDC/RSPB *
Target : Ensure that at least 20% of agricultural grasslands are covered by the Countryside Stewardship scheme
by 2010.
Audit DEFRA statistics by 2004. DEFRA WDC * * * *
Investigate funding whole Farm Plans for local farmers WDC DEFRA/FW

AG/BBOWT * * *

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : THAT
GRASSLANDS ARE A PUBLICLY VALUED AND
APPRECIATED PART OF OUR NATURAL
HERITAGE.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Promote the use and appreciation of grasslands to the general public
Ensure that at least 10 educational walks/talks/events/articles
on grasslands have been produced by 2012.

WDC PC/TC/LO/
BBOWT * * * * * * *



APPENDIX 1 - WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S UNIMPROVED GRASSLAND SITES

Wokingham District's
Unimproved grassland

sites

NVC Area
(ha)

Designatio
n

Natural Area

Clare's Green Field MG5a 2 (part) WHS London Basin
Hyde End Coach House MG5a 1.8 None London Basin

Loddon Valley CW
(N+S)

MG5a 1.2 None London Basin

Loddon Valley CW
scrub

MG5a 2.1 None London Basin

Lower Earley Way field MG5a 3.7 None London Basin
Mortimer's Meadows MG5a 0.2 WHS London Basin
Old Police Cottages MG5a 2.65 None London Basin
Orchard House Fields MG5a 0.5 None London Basin
Queen Anne's Mead MG5a 0.5 WHS London Basin
Rushy Mead MG5a 1.3 None London Basin
School Green Field MG5b 3.5 None London Basin
South Court Fields MG5c 3 None London Basin
Standford End Mill and
the River Loddon

MG5a 6.5 SSSI London Basin

28.95

Happy Valley and the
Conways, Remenham

Chalk Grassland 10.17 WHS Chilterns

Chalk Grassland,
Remenham

Chalk Grassland 4.8 WHS Chilterns

Total 43.92
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4 HABITAT ACTION PLAN - WETLANDS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 This Habitat Action Plan covers all types of wetland habitat, rivers, streams, lakes, ponds
and swamp/reedbeds. Floodplain habitats such as wet grassland and wet woodland are
covered in the Grassland and Woodland HAPs respectively, and lowland valley mires are
covered in the Heathland HAP. Wokingham District is crossed by the River Loddon and
bordered by the River Thames in the north and the River Blackwater to the south. In
addition there are a number of smaller streams that feed into the main rivers, including
the Barkham Brook, Emmbrook, Twyford Brook, Hare Hatch stream and the Foudry
Brook.

4.1.2 Gravel extraction has been extensive in the Blackwater and lower Loddon valley and
there are numerous large lakes within these areas. In addition there are a group of much
older relatively acidic lakes in the south of the District,

4.1.3 Wokingham District is reputed to contain over 600 ponds. Ponds are particularly common
in the parishes of Hurst, Ruscombe, Winnersh, Sonning and Shinfield.

4.1.4 The Wokingham District Wetland Habitat Action Plan includes the following UK BAP
broad Habitat types Fen, Marsh and Swamp, Standing Open Water and Canals, and
Rivers and Streams. These in turn include the following priority habitat types: Reedbeds,
Mesotrophic Lakes, Eutrophic standing water



4.2 LINKS WITH OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS AND SPECIES ACTION PLANS

4.2.1 Wetlands do not occur in isolation and they form a diverse mosaic with other habitats
such as wet grassland, wet woodland and lowland bogs.

4.2.2 Rivers, streams and canals form valuable ecological corridors between otherwise isolated
sites.

4.2.3 The following wetland species occur within the District, smew, bittern, water vole, great
crested newts, the pea mussel (Psidium tenuilineatum), Desmoulins Whorl Snail, the
white clawed crayfish, pillwort and great water parsnip. Some of these species will be the
subject of Species Action Plans in the future, whereas others will be addressed through
this and other HAP actions. These SAPs will have an impact on the development of the
wetland HAP.



4.3  CURRENT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL STATUS

4.3.1 There is very little accurate data on the extent of the wetland resource both nationally and
regionally (Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998).

4.3.2 It is estimated that there are 5000ha of reedbeds in the UK of which 1825ha are
estimated to occur in the SE Region (Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998). This is
approximately 36% of the UK resource, although this includes small areas of Fen and
Swamp habitats (Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998).  Reedbeds, swamps and fens have
declined enormously in recent decades and those that remain are often small and
isolated (Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998). Of the 900 reedbed site nationally only 50 are
greater than 20ha in size (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001c). There are more
than 20 Wildlife Heritage Site within Berkshire that contain reedbeds of which over 80ha
lie within SSSI boundaries (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001c).

4.3.3 It is estimated that there are 178500ha of eutrophic (nutrient rich) standing open water in
the UK excluding small pools and field ponds (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum,
2001c). The London basin Natural area (part of which lies in Berkshire contains over
3000ha of gravel pits and reservoirs and is deemed an outstanding area for its standing
open water habitat (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001c).

4.3.4 Around 97% of standing waters in Britain are under 2ha in size and there are an
estimated 220000 ponds less than 2ha in lowland Britain (Berkshire Nature Conservation
Forum, 2001c). It has been estimated that 75% of ponds have been lost since 1880’s
(Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998). A number of SSSIs and around 100 Wildlife Heritage
Sites in Berkshire contain ponds although there are many more unrecorded ponds in the
county (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001c).

4.3.5 All of the rivers in Berkshire are within the Thames catchment, these are the Thames
itself, the Kennet (including the Lambourn), the Pang, the Loddon (including the
Blackwater) and the Colne.



4.4  EVALUATION OF WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S WETLANDS

4.4.1 Although many of the lakes and ponds in the District contain a diverse marginal
vegetation, it is estimated that there are only 10ha of reedbeds in the District which
amounts to less than 10% of the Berkshire resource within 14% of the county (Berkshire
Nature Conservation Forum, 2001c).  There are currently no reedbed sites over 2ha
within Wokingham District. The reedbeds of the Loddon valley are of county importance
for their wintering Bittern.

4.4.2 There are a total of 19 flooded gravel pits within Wokingham District, the majority (17) are
in the Loddon Valley between Winnersh and Twyford. This complex of lakes and
wetlands supports regionally important populations of a variety of wildfowl including
nationally important numbers of wintering gadwall and smew. There are a group of much
older small acid lakes in the south of the District, only one still known to have a
characteristic acid aquatic flora (Heathlake SSSI).

4.4.3 Heathlake SSSI is of national importance for its populations of acid loving aquatic plants.
The Loddon valley has been identified as a regionally important open water site/area
(Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998).

4.4.4 It is estimated that there are around 600 small ponds within the District, although little
information is known about their ecological value.  Small ponds can be important for
amphibians and invertebrates. A number of ponds in Wokingham District are of national
importance for their populations of great crested newts.

4.4.5 Wokingham District contains 75km of what the Environment Agency terms "main river"
and river floodplain accounts for 20% of the District, a total of 3440ha. All the rivers within
Wokingham District are classified as Lowland rivers with shallow gradients and rich
geology. The River Loddon is predominantly a neutral river, of high ecological quality . It
has suffered comparatively little "re-engineering" or dredging in the past and there is no
right of navigation. The river has a diverse flora and fauna including such rarities as
Loddon lily, Loddon pondweed, white clawed crayfish and club-tailed dragonfly. The
River Thames is a major river and is extensively managed both for boat traffic and flood
defense purposes. It retains significant ecological interest and the river has a diverse
flora and fauna including such rarities as loddon lily, loddon pondweed and club-tailed
dragonfly. The River Blackwater flows from the predominantly urban areas of Aldershot,
Ash, Frimley and Camberley and as such is prone to significant pollution incidents. It
retains significant ecological interest (especially within the predominantly rural catchment
around Finchampstead), and has a diverse flora and fauna including such rarities as
Loddon pondweed, club tailed dragonfly and water vole.

4.4.6 Most of the streams of Wokingham District drain rural areas and are of reasonably high
ecological quality. The Emmbrook however flows through the Mollly Millars Lane area of
Wokingham District and as been subject to a number of pollution incidents in the past.
These streams often provide ideal conditions for a number of rare species such as the
white clawed crayfish.

4.4.7 Part of the River Loddon has been designated a SSSI and is nationally important for its
populations of the loddon lily and loddon pondweed.



4.5  THREATS TO WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S WETLANDS

* Landfill and Fly tipping.
* Drainage and agricultural infilling of ponds.
* Pollution.
* Eutrophication .
* Siltation.
* Water abstraction.
* Conflict with recreational use of wetlands.
* Colonisation by non-native species.
* Scour affects due to re-routed storm water.
* Artificially high fish stocks.
• Lack of management of ponds and lakes.
* Residential and commercial development.
* Water abstraction.
* Inappropriate river engineering.



4.6  NOTABLE SPECIES

4.6.1 UK priority Species
Birds Mammals Herpetiles &

Fish
Invertebrates Plants and

Fungi
Bittern Water Vole Great Crested

Newts
White clawed
crayfish

Pillwort

Smew Otter Atlantic salmon Desmoulins
whorl snail

Greater water
parsnip

Reed Bunting Psidium
tenuilineatum (a
pea mussel)

Reed Warbler

Taken from Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 1999

4.6.2 Local Priority Species
Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and

Fungi
Little Ringed
Plover

Water Shrew Grass snake Downy Emerald
Dragonfly

Yellow
Loosestrife

Teal Harvest mice Brown trout Brilliant Emerald
Dragonfly

Ragged Robin

Kingfisher Club tailed
dragonfly

Loddon lily

Gadwall Loddon
pondweed

Water Rail Flowering rush
Little Grebe Ragged robin
Shoveller

The list of local priority species is subject to periodic review and will be added to as the
distribution other species becomes better understood.



4.7 ASPIRATIONS,OBJECTIVES AND SPECIFIC TARGETS

4.7.1 Introduction
The aspiration, objectives and targets included in the Wokingham District Wetland
Habitat Action Plan were developed in consultation with residents of the District at a
series of public meeting. Initial workshops at the November 2000 meeting of Wokingham
Biodiversity Forum, identified the key concerns. These key concerns were then refined
put into the national and regional context at subsequent meetings for each of the 5
Habitat Action Plan Steering Groups in late 2000 and early 2001.

4.7.2 Aspirations - What do we want in 100 years time?
The following aspirations represent the visionary aspect of the Wokingham District
Wetland Habitat Action Plan.  They have been formulated to set the long-term context for
the specific targets for the next ten year period.

The river floodplains are maintained as fully functioning wetland corridors.

There is no decline in area or wildlife value of wetlands within the District.

All wetland SSSI, WHS and LA owned sites have achieved either favourable or
unfavourable, recovering management status.

All mineral extraction sites contribute a net benefit to wetland biodiversity.

Increase the area of reedbed from 10ha to 100ha, including at least one of at least 20ha.

Maintain a network of at least 100 non garden ponds in favourable condition and
integrated into the wider countryside.

That wetlands are a valued and appreciated part of our natural heritage.

4.7.3 Berkshire HAP targets 2002-2012
Both The Habitat Action Plan for rivers and Associated Floodplain Habitats in Berkshire
(Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 2001) and the Habitat Action Plan for Standing
Open Water and Associated Habitats in Berkshire (Berkshire Nature Conservation
Forum, 2001) contain a range of general objectives to guide the conservation of wetland
biodiversity within the county.  Neither of the county HAPs currently contain any specific
measurable targets for action in Wokingham District.

4.7.4   Wokingham District Wetland HAP Targets 2002-2012
The following targets have been set in order that we can implement both the aspirations
above and contribute to the countywide targets.

4.7.4.1 The river Floodplains are maintained as fully functioning wetland corridors.

(a) Establish an inventory of floodplain site landuse by 2012.
(b) Support catchment wide initiatives for biodiversity, recreation and flood defence.
(c) Maintain and enhance where appropriate floodplain functioning.

4.7.4.2 There is no decline in area or wildlife value of wetland WHS within the District.

(a) Create comprehensive wetland data management system by 2004.
(b) Ensure that all suitable wetland sites within the District are designated as Wildlife

Heritage Sites by 2004.
(c) Ensure that all "developments" affecting wetland WHS are objected to within the

relevant consultation processes.



4.7.4.3 All wetland SSSI, WHS and LA owned sites have achieved either favourable or
unfavourable, recovering management status.

(a) Ensure that all WDC or parish council owned wetland WHS have a management plan
in place by 2012.

(b) Ensure that at least 10% of privately owned wetland WHS have a management plan
in place by 2012.

4.7.4.4 All mineral extraction sites contribute a net benefit to wetland biodiversity.

(a) Ensure that The Minerals Local Plan for Berkshire take account of this aspiration.

4.7.4.5 Increase the area of reedbed from 10ha to 100ha, including at least 2 greater than
10ha and at least one greater than 20ha.

(a) Create at least 10ha of new reedbed by 2012.

4.7.4.6 Maintain a network of at least 100 non-garden ponds in favourable condition and
integrated into the wider countryside.

(a) Establish and inventory of the District ponds by 2002.
(b) Ensure that 20 ponds are in active management by 2010.

4.7.2.7 That wetlands are a valued and appreciated part of our natural heritage.

(a) Promote the use and appreciation of wetlands to the general public.



4.8 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ASPIRATION : THE RIVER FLOODPLAINS ARE
MAINTAINED AS FULLY FUNCTIONING
WETLAND CORRIDORS. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Establish an inventory of floodplain site landuse by 2012.

Produce a GIS based map of land use for the entire Floodplain
by 2012.

DEFRA/EA WDC/BBO
WT * * * * * *

Target : Support catchment wide initiatives for biodiversity, recreation and flood defence.
Produce Loddon Catchment Strategy for biodiversity by 2004. EA Various

partners
and WDC

* * *
Maintain links with partners in Loddon Catchment Strategy EA Various

partners
and WDC

* * * * * * *
Target : Maintain and enhance where appropriate floodplain functioning.
Ensure that Wokingham District Local Plan contain policies on
the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Schemes that conform
EA advice and RTPI model policies.

WDC RTPI/ Berks
UA's * *

Ensure that Berkshire Structure Plan contains policies on on the
use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Schemes that conform EA
advice and RTPI model policies.

WDC RTPI/ Berks
UA's * * *

Support flood defence and biodiversity schemes/projects that
enhance natural floodplain functioning

WDC BBOWT/EN
/EA * * * * * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ASPIRATION : THERE IS NO DECLINE IN AREA
OR WILDLIFE VALUE OF WETLAND SSSI AND
WHS WITHIN THE
DISTRICT.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target :Create comprehensive wetland data management system by 2004.
Produce a GIS based phase 1/Broad habitat  Type survey
(using 2002 aerial photographs) of the entire District by 2003.

WDC Berks UA's *
Adapt Oxfordshire Wildlife Heritage Site monitoring database for
use in Berkshire by 2003.

BNCF WDC * *
Adopt and maintain BBOWT site monitoring access database
linked to GIS by 2003.

WDC BNCF * * * * *
Ensure that monitoring of biodiversity actions is compatible with
national systems.

WDC DEFRA/JN
CC * * * * * *

Target : Ensure that all suitable wetland sites within the District are designated as Wildlife Heritage Sites by 2003.
Establish and maintain county wide Recorder system WBC All Berks

UA's * * * * * * *
Audit WDC owned Farmland by 2004. WDC * * *
Review survey data on all known wetland sites to assess which
meet the new requirements for designation as WHS

WDC BBOWT/EN
/EA *

Target : Ensure that all "developments" affecting wetland WHS are objected to within the relevant consultation
processes
Ensure that Wokingham District Local Plan contain policies on
WHS, habitat/green corridors and associated protected species
conforming to RTPI model policies.

WDC RTPI/ Berks
UA's * *

Ensure that Berkshire Structure Plan contains policies on WHS
and associated protected species conforming to RTPI model
policies.

WDC RTPI/ Berks
UA's * * *

Ensure that Wokingham District 's Development Control Team
and Policy and Plans Team utilise ecological advice prior to
determining applications/plans which may affect Protected
sites/species.

WDC BBOWT/EN
/EA * * * * * * *



Designate comprehensive system of green/habitat corridors for
District by 2004.

WDC Berks UA's * *
Ensure that relevant organisations have access to all ecological
data held by WDC including County Recorder Database and
GIS alert maps.

WDC/Berk
UA's

BBOWT/FC
/EN/DEFRA

/TW
* * * * * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : ALL WETLAND
WHS, SSSI AND LA OWNED SITES HAVE
ACHIEVED EITHER FAVOURABLE OR
UNFAVOURABLE, RECOVERING MANAGEMENT
STATUS.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Ensure that all WDC or parish council owned wetland WHS have a management plan in place by 2012.
Adopt/produce simple system of Site Condition monitoring
criteria by 2003.

JNCC/
EN/BBOWT

WDC * *
Ensure that Site Condition Monitoring criteria take account of
the presence of associated habitats and national or local BAP
priority species.

JNCC/
EN/BBOWT

WDC * *
Produce an inventory of all sites containing both national and
local BAP species by 2005.

WDC BBOWT/EN * * * *
Draw up program of site condition monitoring visits and record
results on database by 2003.

WDC BBOWT/LO * *
Advise all owners/managers of WHS and SSSI wetland sites of
appropriate management and sources of funding by 2012.

WDC BBOWT/EN
/FWAG/DE

FRA
* * * * * * *

Target : Ensure that at least 10% of private WHS wetland owners have an appropriate management plan in place
by 2012.
Produce Management Plan for Thames Valley Park by 2005 BBOWT/LO WDC * * * * *
Produce Management Plan for Moor Green Lakes by 2003 BBOWT/LO WDC * * *
Assist private wetland WHS owners to produce and implement
site management plans.

LO WDC * * * * * *
Target : Ensure that all District, Town and Parish Council owned wetlands have an appropriate management plan
in place by 2012.
Produce a Management Plan for Grazeley Village Pond ShPC WDC * *
Produce Management plan for Ruscombe Village Pond RPC WDC * *



Produce Management plan for The Marshes SwPC WDC * * *
Ensure that all WDC Countryside Service wetland WHS and
wetland restoration sites have an appropriate management plan
by 2006.

WDC * * * * * *

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : ALL MINERAL
EXTRACTION SITES CONTRIBUTE A NET
BENEFIT TO WETLAND BIODIVERSITY. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Ensure that The Minerals Local Plan for Berkshire takes account of this aspiration.
Ensure that the following is adopted as policy within the
Minerals Local Plan for Berkshire by 2007.– At least 50%of
mineral extraction site are restored for nature conservation

WDC Berks UA's *

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : INCREASE AREA
OF REEDBED FROM 10HA TO 100HA,
INCLUDING 2 OF AT LEAST 10HA AT 1 OF AT
LEAST 20HA.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Create at least 10ha of new reedbed by 2012
Monitor progress of restoration of Manor Farm, Finchampstead WDC RMC/FMGL * * * * * *
Ensure that further sites are identified for reedbed creation
within the next plan period (2012-2022)

WDC UA’s *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : MAINTAIN A
NETWORK OF AT LEAST 100 NON-GARDEN
PONDS IN FAVOURABLE CONDITION AND
INTEGRATED INTO THE WIDER COUNTRYSIDE.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Audit Districts pond resource by 2012
Establish and maintain GIS inventory of the District ponds by
2002.

WDC * * * * *
Continue surveys for great crested newts * * * * * *
Target : Excavate at least 5 new ponds and restore at least 5  old ponds by 2012
Excavate new pond at the marshes in Riseley by 2003 SwPC WDC *
Excavate 1 or 2 new ponds at The Moors (adjacent to
Sandmartins Golf Course) by 2004

WDC *
Convert current dry balancing ponds to wet ponds at
Swallowfield Meadow by 2004

SwPC WDC *
Create at least 3 further new ponds at other locations within the
District by 2012

WDC * * * * * *
Restore Old Pond at Grazeley ShPC WDC *
Restore old Pond at Ruscombe Woods by 2004 FoRW/RPC WDC *
Restore Castle End Road Pond in Ruscombe 2003 RPC WDC *
Restore Pond at Clare’s Green field by  2005 WDC ShPC

Restore at least 1 further old pond at another location within the
District by 2012

WDC Various



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE
COMPLETED OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : THAT WETLANDS
ARE A VALUED AND APPRECIATED PART OF
OUR NATURAL HERITAGE. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Promote the use and appreciation of wetlands to the general public
Ensure that at least 10 educational walks/talks/events/articles
on wetlands have been produced by 2012.

WDC PC/TC/LO/
BBOWT * * * * * * *



WOKINGHAM DISTRICT
BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

5. HEATHLAND HABITAT ACTION
PLAN

MARCH 2002



Table of Contents

Contents

5.1 Introduction

5.2 Links with other Habitat Action Plans and Species Action Plans

5.3 Current National and Regional Status

5.4 Evaluation of Wokingham District's Heathlands

5.5 Threats to Wokingham District's Heathlands

5.6 Notable Species Associated with Wokingham District's Heathlands

5.7 Aspirations, Objectives and Specific Targets

5.8 Implementation Plan



5       HABITAT ACTION PLAN – HEATHLANDS

5.1       Introduction

5.1.1 This Habitat Action Plan (HAP) covers all types of lowland heathland, lowland valley mires
or bogs and acid grassland. Lowland heathland is characterised both by the presence of
dwarf ericaceous species such as heather (Calluna vulgaris), gorses (Ulex sp.)  and
cross-leaved heath (Erica tetralix) and by the typically undulating landscape forms
associated with it (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 1998). Within Wokingham
District they occur where the acidic Reading or Bagshot Beds are exposed, which is
mainly towards the south in the parishes of Finchampstead and Wokingham (Without). In
the valley bottoms or where drainage is impeded lowland valley mires occur.

5.1.2   The Wokingham District Heathland Habitat Action Plan includes the following UK BAP
broad habitat classifications Dwarf Shrub Heath and Bogs. These in turn includes the
following UK BAP priority habitats lowland heathland and lowland raised bogs (UK
Biodiversity Group, 2000).



5.2 LINKS WITH OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS AND SPECIES ACTION
PLANS

5.2.1 Heathland does not occur in isolation, it forms a diverse mosaic with other habitats such
as scrub, woodland and open water. The transition zones between heathland and scrub
or open water, are critically important for many of the UK BAP heathland species

5.2.2 Coniferous plantations, secondary birch woodland and bog willow and alder carr are often
associated with heathlands but will be addressed by the Wokingham District Woodland
HAP.

5.2.3 Acid grassland is often associated with lowland heathland within the district, and will be
addressed as part of the Wokingham District Grassland HAP.

5.2.4 The following UK BAP species, Nightjar, Woodlark, Silver Studded Blue butterfly and
Pillwort all occur within Wokingham District, and will be the subject of future local Species
Action Plans (SAPs). These SAPs will have an impact on the development of the Lowland
Heathland HAP.



5.3 CURRENT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL STATUS

5.3.1 The South East England holds just over 23000ha of lowland heathland which constitutes
40% of the total UK resource of 58000ha. This a particularly important resource as the UK
holds around 20% of the global heathland area (Cloughley,P and Wicks,D, 1998). Only
around 1% of the SE resource or 310ha is found in Berkshire (Cloughley, P and Wicks, D,
1998).

5.3.2 All of Berkshires heathland falls into the London Basin Natural Area. Only 10% of the
Thames Basin Natural Area’s 3200ha of heathland occurs within Berkshire. Whilst a small
part of the total picture, Berkshire heathlands are a significant component of this Natural
Area (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 1998)

5.3.2 In England only 17% of the heathland present in 1800 survives today (Berkshire
Heathlands Project, 1998). The situation is even worse in Berkshire with over 98% of it’s
heathlands lost since 1760 (Cloughley, P and Wicks, D, 1998). These losses have been
attributed to agricultural intensification and abandonment of traditional management
practices (especially the loss of grazing from many sites) and more recently forestry and
urban development (Cloughley, P and Wicks, D, 1998).



5.4 EVALUATION OF WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S HEATHLANDS AND BOGS

5.4.1 There are approximately 17.1ha of heathland in Wokingham District occurring at 6 main
sites: Simon’s Wood, Longmoor Bog SSSI, Heathlake SSSI, Shepperlands Farm,
Highwood LNR and Gorrick plantation. Only 2 sites, Longmoor Bog SSSI (6.3ha) and
Simons Wood (6ha) are significantly greater than 1ha in extent. This is only 5.4% of the
total Berkshire heathland resource of 314.1ha.

5.4.2 Only 0.09% of the district land area is known to support lowland heathland, it is an
extremely scarce resource. Wokingham District is of county importance for its heathlands
(Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 1999).



5.5 THREATS TO WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S HEATHLANDS AND BOGS

* Residential and commercial development.
* Agricultural conversion.
* Conflict with recreational use of heaths (i.e. trampling of vegetation and

disturbance of wildlife).
* Lack of active management leading to scrub encroachment.
* Sustainability of heathland grazing schemes.
* Water abstraction.
* Accidental fires.



5.6  NOTABLE SPECIES ASSOCIATED WITH WOKINGHAM DISTRICT'S HEATHLANDS

5.6.1 UK priority Species
Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and

Fungi
Nightjar Silver studded

blue butterfly
Tower Mustard

Woodlark Asilus
crabroniformis (a
robberfly)

Pennyroyal

Dartford warbler Pillwort
Tree pipit

5.6.2 Local Priority Species
Birds Mammals Herpetiles Invertebrates Plants and

Fungi
Stonechat Adder Bog Bush Cricket Round leaved

sundew
Hobby Common Lizard Gloworm Common Winter

green

The list of local priority species is subject to periodic review and will be added to as the distribution
other species becomes better understood.



5.7 ASPIRATIONS, OBJECTIVES AND SPECIFIC TARGETS

5.7.1 Introduction
The aspirations, objectives and targets included in the Wokingham District Heathland
Habitat Action Plan were developed in consultation with residents of the District at a
series of public meeting. Initial workshops at the November 2000 meeting of Wokingham
Biodiversity Forum, identified the key concerns. These key concerns were then refined
put into the national and regional context at subsequent meetings for each of the 5
Habitat Action Plan Steering Groups in late 2000 and early 2001.

5.7.2 Aspirations - What do we want in 100 years time?
The following aspirations represent the visionary aspect of the Wokingham District
Heathland Habitat Action Plan.  They have been formulated to set the long-term context
for the specific targets for the next ten year period.

There is no decline in area or wildlife value of current heathland sites within the District.

Total area of heathland is increased from 17.1ha to 200ha.

All heathland WHS and SSSIs have achieved either favourable or unfavourable,
recovering, management status.

That heathlands are a valued and appreciated part of our natural heritage.



5.7.3 Berkshire HAP targets 2002-2012
The following targets are contained within The Berkshire Heathland Biodiversity Action
Plan (Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum, 1998). Wokingham District has a
responsibility to make a significant contribution to these countywide targets

To maintain/restore through management 18.1ha of heathland in Wokingham District by
2005.

To re-create 10ha of heathland in Wokingham District by 2005.

These targets are felt to be appropriate and this plan proposes that a further target of
10ha by 2012 be adopted.

5.7.4 Wokingham District Heathland HAP Targets 2002-2012
The following targets have been set in order that we can implement both the aspirations
above and contribute to the countywide targets.

5.7.4.1 There is no decline in area or wildlife value of current heathland sites within the
District.

Create comprehensives Heathland data management system by 2004.

Ensure that all heathland sites over 1ha and potential heathland restoration sites over 5ha
within the District are designated as Wildlife Heritage Sites by 2003.

Ensure that all "developments" affecting heathland sites are objected to within the
relevant consultation processes.

5.7.4.2 Total area of heathland is increased from 17.1ha to 200ha.

Identify priority areas for future heathland re-creation by 2002, 2006 & 2012.

Re-create 20ha of heathland within the District by 2012.

Ensure that all District, Parish and Town council owned priority heathland restoration sites
are restored to heathland by 2010.

5.7.4.3 All heathland WHS and SSSIs have achieved either favourable or unfavourable,
recovering, management status.

Ensure that at least 30% of the number of heathland WHS sites have achieved either
favourable or unfavourable, recovering management status by 2012.

Ensure that at least 10% of private heathland WHS owners have an appropriate
management plan in place by 2012.

Ensure that all District, Town and Parish Council owned heathland sites have an
appropriate management plan in place by 2012.

5.7.4.4 That heathlands are a valued and appreciated part of our natural heritage.

Promote the use and appreciation of heathlands to the general public



5.8  IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE COMPLETED
OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : THERE IS NO DECLINE
IN AREA OR WILDLIFE VALUE OF CURRENT
HEATHLAND SITES WITHIN THE DISTRICT. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012
Target :Create comprehensives heathland data management system by 2004.
Produce a GIS based phase 1/Broad habitat  Type survey
(using 2002 aerial photographs) of the entire District by
2003.

WDC Berks UA's *

Adapt Oxfordshire Wildlife Heritage Site monitoring
database for use in Berkshire by 2003.

BNCF WDC * *

Adopt and maintain BBOWT site monitoring access
database linked to GIS by 2003.

WDC BNCF * * * * *

Ensure that monitoring of biodiversity actions is
compatible with national systems.

WDC DEFRA/JN
CC

* * * * * *

Target : Ensure that all heathland sites over 1ha and potential heathland restoration sites over 5ha within the District are
designated as Wildlife Heritage Sites by 2003.
Establish and maintain county wide Recorder system TVERC All Berks

UA's
* * * * * * *

Review survey data on all known heathland sites to
assess which meet the new requirements for designation
as WHS

WDC BBOWT/E
N/EA

*

Target : Ensure that all "developments" affecting heathland sites are objected to within the relevant consultation
processes.
Ensure that Wokingham District Local Plan contain
policies on WHS, habitat/green corridors and associated
protected species conforming to RTPI model policies.

WDC RTPI/
Berks UA's

* *

Ensure that Berkshire Structure Plan contains policies on
WHS and associated protected species conforming to
RTPI model policies.

WDC RTPI/
Berks UA's

* * *



Ensure that Wokingham District 's Development Control
Team and Policy and Plans Team utilise ecological advice
prior to determining applications/plans which may affect
Protected sites/species.

WDC BBOWT/E
N/EA

* * * * * * *

Designate comprehensive system of green/habitat
corridors for district by 2004.

WDC Berks UA's * *

Ensure that relevant organisations have access to all
ecological data held by WDC including County Recorder
Database and GIS alert maps.

WDC/Berk
UA's

BBOWT/F
C/EN/DEF

RA/TW

* * * * * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE COMPLETED
OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : TOTAL AREA OF
HEATHLAND IS INCREASED FROM 17.1HA TO 200HA.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Identify priority areas for future heathland re-creation by 2002, 2006 & 2012.
Identify sites for restoration to heathland within the plan
period 2001-6 by 2003.

WDC PC/TC/LO *

Identify sites for restoration to heathland within the plan
period 2006-12 by 2006.

WDC PC/TC/LO *

Identify sites for restoration to heathland for plan period
2012-22 by 20012.

WDC PC/TC/LO *

Target : Re-create 20ha of heathland within the District by 2012.
Continue development of heathland restoration/re-creation
project at Simons Wood

NT WDC/EA/E
N/DEFRA

* * * * * *

Undertake restoration/re-creation of heathland at
Heathlake LNR by 2006

WDC DEFRA * * * * * *

Investigate potential heathland restoration at Gorrick
plantation by 2006.

WDC/FC RSPB * * * *

Undertake restoration/re-creation of heathland on other
identified sites by 2012.

WDC EA/EN/DE
FRA/LO/P

C/NT

* * * * * *



POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE COMPLETED
OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : ALL HEATHLAND WHS
AND SSSIS HAVE ACHIEVED EITHER FAVOURABLE
OR UNFAVOURABLE, RECOVERING, MANAGEMENT
STATUS.

Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012

Target : Ensure that at least 50% of the number of heathland WHS sites have achieved either favourable or Unfavourable,
recovering management status by 2012.
Adopt/produce simple system of Site Condition monitoring
criteria by 2003.

JNCC/
EN/BBOW

T

WDC * *

Ensure that Site Condition Monitoring criteria take account
of the presence of associated habitats and national or
local BAP priority species.

JNCC/
EN/BBOW

T

WDC * *

Produce an inventory of all sites containing both national
and local BAP species by 2005.

WDC BBOWT/E
N

* * * *

Draw up program of site condition monitoring visits and
record results on database by 2003.

WDC BBOWT/L
O

* *

Advise all owners/managers of WHS and SSSI heathland
sites of appropriate management and sources of funding
by 2012.

WDC BBOWT/E
N/FWAG/

DEFRA

* * * * * * *

Compile and maintain an inventory of livestock owners in
order to facilitate grazing of heathlands and grasslands
sites by 2004.

WDC BBOWT/E
N/LO

* * * * *

Target : Ensure that at least 20% of private heathland WHS owners have an appropriate management plan in place by 2012.
Produce Management Plan for heathland at Simon’s
Wood by 2003.

NT WDC/BBO
WT/DEFR

A
Produce Management Plan for heathland at Shepperlands
Farm by 2004.

BBOWT/L
O

WDC * * *

Assist private heathland WHS owners to produce and
implement site management plans.

LO WDC/BBO
WT

* * * * * *



Target : Ensure that all District, Town and Parish Council owned heathland sites have an appropriate management plan in
place by 2012.
Produce an appropriate Management Plan for Heathlake
LNR.

WDC EN/DEFR
A

*

Produce an appropriate Management Plan for Highwood
LNR

WDC WTC/ETC *

Produce an appropriate Management plan for Longmoor
Bog SSSI.

WDC EN/DERF
A

* * *

POTENTIAL
DELIVERERS

YEAR FOR ACTION TO BE COMPLETED
OR IN PLACE

ACTIONS FOR ASPIRATION : THAT HEATHLANDS
ARE A VALUED AND APPRECIATED PART OF OUR
NATURAL HERITAGE. Lead Partner 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2012
Target : Promote the use and appreciation of Heathlands to the general public
Ensure that at least 10 educational
walks/talks/events/articles on heathlands have been
produced by 2012.

WDC PC/TC/LO/
BBOWT

* * * * * * *
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