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1.0

Introduction

1.1

This Settlement Hierarchy Assessment is a technical study that considers the range of
services and facilities available at different settlements within Wokingham Borough. The
wider and larger the range of facilities is, the more sustainable the location is in terms of
minimising the need to travel in particular and being able to travel by more sustainable
modes.

1.2

Specific outputs for the study are:




1.3

To audit the current provision of services and facilities in settlements across the
borough;
To group settlements into a hierarchy reflecting their existing and planned provision
of services/facilities and their role in the borough; and
To ascertain any shortages of services /facilities the settlements, and provide the
evidence base underpinning requirements from new development in the various
settlements.

The provision of services and facilities, and accessibility to them, is not fixed but subject
to change over time according to market forces and changing travel and service patterns.
It is also possible for new or improved serviced and facilities to be provided as part of a
development proposal. This study therefore represents a snapshot in time.
The relationship between the study and the Local Plan

1.4

It is not the role of this study to determine where development is directed. Decisions on
this and the allocation of land are made through the Local Plan process, and where
produced, a Neighbourhood Development Plan.

1.5

This study provides one component of the evidence base to support the Local Plan, and
decisions made through the plan preparation process will take into account a wide range
of factors. This will include the sustainability of settlements, work to assess transport
capacity, flood risk, other key constraints and opportunities. This full range of factors will
affect how much development might be accommodated in different places across the
borough.
The relationship between the study and the Core Strategy

1.6

The council’s strategic policies which are used to direct development are currently
contained in the Core Strategy (adopted January 2010).

1.7

Core Strategy Policy CP9: Scale and Location of Development, identifies three tiers of
settlements: major, modest and limited development locations (see Table 1). The scale
of development proposals are required to reflect the existing or proposed levels of
facilities and services at or in the location, together with their accessibility.

1.8

This study reviews the tiers of settlements set out in the Core Strategy to determine
whether they remain relevant.
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Table 1:
Core Strategy (2010) development locations
Settlement tier

Settlements

Major Development Locations

Earley,
Green Park,
Shinfield (North of M4),
Twyford,
Winnersh,
Wokingham,
Woodley.

Modest Development Locations

Arborfield Garrison,
Pinewood (Crowthorne),
Finchampstead North,
Ruscombe,
Shinfield,
Spencers Wood,
Three Mile Cross,
Wargrave.

Limited Development Locations

Arborfield Cross,
Barkham Hill,
Charvil,
Finchampstead,
Hurst,
Riseley,
Sindlesham,
Sonning,
Swallowfield.
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Figure 1 Core Strategy Development Locations (2010)
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2.0

Methodology

2.1

The following section provides a review of the national planning policy context and
outlines the methodology used to assess the sustainability of settlements.

National policy context
2.2

In England, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the government’s
policy on planning including the context in which Local Plans must be prepared. The NPPF
was revised and republished in 2018. This study is consistent with the relevant policies
of the NPPF. Being consistent with national policy is one of the tests against which Local
Plans are examined.

2.3

At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development and that
the planning system should contribute to the achievement of this.1 The NPPF further
recognises the importance of promoting such sustainable development in rural areas
than can help to enhance or maintain the vitality of rural communities.2

2.4

The Planning Practice Guidance (PPG3) provides further detail when stating that “A
thriving rural community in a living, working countryside depends, in part, on retaining
local services and community facilities such as schools, local shops, cultural venues,
public houses and places of worship, and that rural housing is essential to ensure viable
use of these local facilities”.

2.5

The PPG4 further states “that assessing housing need and allocating sites should be
considered at a strategic level and through the Local Plan and/or Neighbourhood Plan
process”. However, it continues to set out that “all settlements can play a role in
delivering sustainable development in rural areas and so blanket policies restricting
housing development in some settlements and preventing other settlements from
expanding should be avoided unless their use can be supported by robust evidence”.

Methodology
2.6

The NPPF and PPG clearly support consideration of sustainability. Notwithstanding this
there is no specific national guidance which specifically addresses how to undertake
settlement hierarchy studies.

2.7

The methodology followed and outlined here draws on the process undertaken for the
adopted Core Strategy (2010) and similar studies undertaken elsewhere. The
methodology comprises four stages:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Defining settlements
Audit of key service provision and identification of higher-tier settlements
Audit of accessibility
Construction of hierarchy + Qualitative assessment/validation

Stage 1 – Define settlements
2.8

Stage 1 is to define the settlements being audited in the study.

NPPF, paragraph7
NPPF, paragraph 78
3 PPG: Rural Housing, Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 50-001-20160519
4 PPG: Rural Housing, Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 50-001-20160519
1
2
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2.9

To do this a desktop review of the development locations defined within the Core Strategy
was undertaken.

2.10

To improve efficiency of the study, the existing settlement structure designated in CP9 of
the Core Strategy has been used. Settlements outside these existing development
locations were very unlikely to contain any concentration of services and facilities.

2.11

Where settlements straddle local authority boundaries, the out-of-borough segment of
the settlement was also included in the analysis. The definition and determination of
settlements also recognised, where appropriate, the role of groups of nearby villages
supporting each other’s services, in which is recognised in paragraph 78 of the NPPF.

Stage 2 – Audit of key service provision and identification of higher-tier settlements
2.12

The next task for the study was an audit of services provided in each settlement. The
services logged as part of this audit were facilities which are considered to be of key
importance for the sustainable functioning of settlements, and incorporated some of the
facilities and themes outlined in the Core Strategy, Sustainability Framework and other
key policy documents (see Appendix A for further details). They key services appraised
comprised the following:

Figure 2: List of Key Services
 Post office
 Large supermarket
 Primary school
 GP surgery
 Public House
 Village/community hall, or such facilities provided as part of places of worship, such as
Church Halls
 Recreation ground/playing fields (including sports pitches and children’s play grounds)
 Access to high-speed broadband5

2.13

Appendix A provides a summary of the sources used to obtain this information.

2.14

A desk-based analysis was carried out to assess key service provision. The presence or
absence of key services was noted and itemised in a matrix with each settlement listed
against the relevant services. The detailed audits for each settlement can be found in
Appendix C.

2.15

In addition to facilities, access to local employment is a relevant consideration. Robust
information on employment at a settlement level is not available. As such the level of
employment was measured through a parish-based jobs figure as a proxy.

5

High-speed broadband is generally accepted to mean broadband services delivered partially, or wholly, using fibre optic cabling
instead of the traditional copper wire infrastructure used for telephone communications. Superfast broadband will deliver internet
download speeds in excess of 24Mbps (Ofcom definition). The best domestic fibre-based broadband can currently deliver download
speeds up to 100Mbps although few providers sell services at this speed at present. There are two main types of fibre optic
broadband: Fibre to the Cabinet (FTTC) and Fibre to the Premise (FTTP) http://www.superfastberkshire.org.uk/index.aspx?articleid=34355
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2.16

At this stage, the location of higher-order services was also determined. Although not
typically present in all settlements, it is important to easily access these services. Such
services were considered to comprise the following:

Figure 3: Higher Order Services
•
Secondary schools,
•
Dentists,
•
Pharmacies,
•
Indoor sports/leisure centres and
•
Permanent libraries.
2.17

These are also key facilities that are more likely to be located in a smaller number of
larger-sized settlements. The presence of such higher-order facilities was recorded
where relevant. This enabled a classification of higher-tier settlements to be made, as
well as providing context for the assessment of accessibility considerations which
followed in the next stage of the analysis.

Stage 3 – Audit of accessibility
2.18

Whilst a simple audit of services and facilities is an important part of determining the
hierarchy, a further analysis of accessibility was also considered necessary. This is
because, for many smaller settlements, higher-order facilities and opportunities are
unlikely to be present, but it is the ease and ability to access such facilities elsewhere
which is important in determining settlement sustainability.

2.19

The following factors were therefore considered:




Travel distance between the settlement and higher-tier settlements which are able to
offer a greater range of key facilities - defined as settlements which are able to
provide all of the services in figure 3.
Availability of public transport – For this stage of the assessment, settlements were
assessed according to whether they have a good, fair, limited or no level of public
transport accessibility. This judgement took account of frequency, hours of operation
and duration to the nearest higher-tier settlement, to provide an effective and
appropriate analysis. The level of service provision was defined by the following
standards (to qualify for each tier of service quality, all of the requirements listed in
the bullet points needed to be met):

Figure 4: Audit of Accessibility
 Good:
o At least 6am-8pm all-day service (Monday to Saturday) with reduced
service on evenings and Sundays;
o Minimum 15-minute daytime frequency
o Choice – presence of both bus and rail; choice of multiple destinations


Fair:
o



Limited:
o Less than 7am-7pm daily weekday services at daytime frequencies of

At least 7am-7pm weekday & Saturday services at a 15- 45 minute
daytime frequency, with a reduced service at evenings/Sundays;
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longer than 45 minutes; with limited or no services at the weekend


None;
o No regular scheduled bus or train service

2.20

Consideration of future known investments, such as infrastructure improvements, was
also logged where relevant.

2.21

The key outputs from this audit were entered into the Settlement Audit Matrix in addition
to the services itemised under the Stage 2 task.

Stage 4 – Construction of hierarchy + Qualitative assessment/validation
2.22

Stage 4 of this assessment was the final construction of the hierarchy into groups. At this
stage, there was also a qualitative assessment of the provision of services in the
settlement, with commentary provided to corroborate the suggested position of the
settlement in the hierarchy. This was partly to verify whether specific circumstances were
present which suggested that a settlement’s position in the hierarchy was inappropriate
for any particular reason. It was also an opportunity to note additional facilities available
in specific settlements, such as major employment and mobile libraries.

2.23

An overall qualitative judgement was made on the overall analysis, based on the outputs
from the audit. A scoring system was avoided, as it was considered that it could give rise
to a crude or over-simplistic assessment.

2.24

The audit also considered cross-boundary issues where necessary, for example if part of
a settlement fell beyond the Borough boundary or if the nearest higher-order settlement
for some services was across the Borough boundary.
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3.0

Conclusion

3.1

Following the application of the methodology in figure 4, the settlements have been
grouped into the hierarchy set in figure 5.

3.2

Recognising the settlement structure and pattern in the borough, it is considered most
appropriate to group the settlements into three tiers representing different levels of
performance against the various criteria.

3.3

The sections following the hierarchy provide a summary of the features of each tier in the
hierarchy, and the detailed settlement audits provide further information about service
provision in each settlement.

3.4

Please note that information was collated in 2018 and every endeavour has been made
to ensure that service provision information and other data is factually correct. However,
as services and demographics change over time, this audit and study should be seen as
a rolling process to be updated periodically, rather than a fixed position. Please note also
that this study does not represent an assessment of the capacity of infrastructure of
individual settlements, this will be reflected in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan.

Figure 5: Wokingham Borough Settlement Hierarchy
Tier 1 Development Locations
Earley, Green Park, Shinfield North, Twyford, Winnersh, Wokingham, Woodley
Tier 2 Development Locations
Arborfield Garrison, Pinewood (Crowthorne), Finchampstead North, Shinfield (South of M4),
Three Mile Cross, Spencers Wood, Ruscombe, Wargrave
Tier 3 Development Locations
Arborfield Cross, Barkham Hill, Charvil, Finchampstead, Hurst, Riseley, Sindlesham, Sonning,
Swallowfield.
Tier 1: Summary
3.8

The first tier in the hierarchy consists of towns and larger settlements which have a large
amount of services and facilities. The settlements coming under this category are Earley,
Green Park, Shinfield North, Twyford, Winnersh, Wokingham, and Woodley. These areas
contain the largest variety of key and higher-order services as well as the widest public
transport offer.

3.9

Earley
 This is the Borough’s largest settlement with a population of 29,297 (2011
census) and contains a selection of retail and employment units.
 The town has a wide employment offer, with Thames Valley Business Park
situated within the settlement adjacent to the River Thames
 The town is served by a good range of services, including a large retail centre with
a supermarket, library, secondary schools and a leisure complex.
 Earley is well connected with frequent trains to London and Reading. As well as a
good bus service to Reading, Wokingham and the surrounding areas.

3.10

Green Park
 Green Park is a major employment site, offering a range of employment types.
 It boarders Reading and the M4 allowing for good vehicular access.
12




A new train station is currently being built that will improve transport links to the
area.
Permission has been granted for a two-form entry primary school within the new
residential development, Green Park Village, alongside a new community hall.

3.11

Shinfield North
 The settlement is well connected with direct access to the M4 and is in close
proximity to Earley train station,
 The town is served by a good range of services, including a library, secondary
schools and a leisure complex.

3.12

Twyford
 Is a large village located with a population of 5,791 (2011 census).
 The settlement is very well connected and major improvements are being made
to the train line, with the introduction of Crossrail (The Elizabeth Line) and
Western rail access to Heathrow.
 Whilst it does not possess an indoor sports centre, it offers all other higher-order
services as well as a good stock of employment units and a retail offer which
includes a supermarket and various food shops in the town centre.

3.13

Winnersh
 Winnersh is well connected with two train stations, Winnersh and Winnersh
Triangle, both of which have regular services into Reading and London Waterloo.
 The town is served by a good range of services, including a library, secondary
schools and a leisure complex. It has good superfast broadband coverage.
 It has a very good employment offer with Winnersh Triangle located close by.

3.14

Wokingham
 This is the borough’s second largest settlement with a population of 26,385
(2011 census), and contains a wide selection of retail and employment units.
 The settlement maintains a market town character and provides key services for
the surrounding settlements. There are good employment opportunities with
Molly Millar’s industrial estate being located near to the train station.
 The town is served by a good range of services, including a library, secondary
schools and a leisure complex.
 Wokingham is served by regular trains between Reading and London; it also has
an hourly direct train to Gatwick airport and good bus links to Reading and
Bracknell.
Woodley
 Woodley is the third biggest settlement in the borough in terms of population and
contains a wide selection of retail and employment units
 Woodley is considered to be a suburb of Reading due to its proximity.
 The town is served by a good range of services, including a library, secondary
schools and a leisure complex.

3.15

Tier 2: Summary
3.16

Tier 2 (see figure 5) consists of settlements which are, after Tier 1 settlements, the
largest within the borough. These are the settlements which typically have a population of
over 1,000 people, and which have all or almost all of the key services as well as some of
the other services.
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3.17

These settlements include the settlements of Arborfield Garrison, Finchampstead,
Shinfield (including South of the M4), Spencers Wood, Three Mile Cross and Wargrave,
both of which have sizeable populations, and contain most of the key services and some
higher-order services. Ruscombe and Pinewood are both well served by key services and
have some higher-order services.

3.18

All of the Tier 2 settlements have some degree of public transport provision, with most of
them having a service rated as ‘fair’.

Tier 3: Summary
3.19

These are settlements (see figure 5) which have most of the key services but are less
well-served by other services and by employment provision and which generally do not
score highly on any of the other criteria. All have limited transport provision aside from
Charvil which has fair access.

4.0

Figure 6: Settlement Audit Matrix
Key
Services
8
0
7
7
8
8

Higher-order
Services
5
4
5
4
5
5

Employment
Units
332
240
206
153
219
914

Public
Transport
Good
Limited
Good
Good
Good
Good

8

5

293

Good

1

1

53

Limited

6

4

125

Fair

5

3

242

Fair

4.2km

6

5

206

Good

4.4km

6

5

206

Good

1.5km

6
1

5
4

206
43

Good
Limited

3.1km
1.1km

Wargrave

5

4

160

Fair

3.3km

Arborfield Cross

4

1

53

Limited

3.3km

1

1

92

Limited

3.9km

4

4

15

Fair

2.9km

Finchampstead

3

0

242

Limited

4.9km

Hurst

4

0

164

Limited

4.2km

Settlement
Earley
Green Park
Shinfield North
Tier Twyford
1
Winnersh
Wokingham
Woodley
Arborfield
Garrison
Pinewood
(Crowthorne)
Finchampstead
North

Tier
2 Spencers Woods
Shinfield (South
of M4)
Three Mile Cross
Ruscombe

Tier Barkham Hill
3 Charvil

6

Distance to
higher-tier
settlements 6

2.5km
2km

Please see Appendix A for summary of Information sources
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Riseley

3

0

168

Limited

7.2km

Sindlesham

5

4

219

Limited

1.2km

Sonning

4

5

63

Limited

4.8km

Swallowfield

6

4

168

Limited

5.6km

15

5.0

Figure 7: Settlement Hierarchy locations
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Appendix A – Summary of Information sources
Dataset/service
criteria
Population

Key Services
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School

GP Surgery
Pub
Village/Community
Hall
Recreation
ground/playing
field
Access to highspeed broadband

Source
ONS table PHP01 – 2011 Census: Usual residents by Output Areas
(OAs) in the South East
Council GIS mapping system to determine Output Areas. In some
cases it was necessary to divide output areas between settlements
to provide an accurate reflection of their boundary.
Post Office branch finder (http://www.postoffice.co.uk/branchfinder), parish websites, local knowledge
Internet, parish websites and local knowledge
WBC website
(http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schooladmissions/schools-and-catchment-or-designated-areas/), parish
websites and local knowledge
NHS service search (http://www.nhs.uk/servicesearch), parish
website, local knowledge
Internet and mapping search, parish website and local knowledge
Internet and mapping search, parish websites and local knowledge
Internet and mapping search, parish websites and local knowledge.
WBC website (http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/countryside-parks-andconservation/)
Superfast Berkshire postcode search
(http://www.superfastberkshire.org.uk/index.aspx?articleid=34355),
local knowledge

Higher-order services
Secondary
WBC website
Schools
(http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schooladmissions/schools-and-catchment-or-designated-areas/), parish
websites and local knowledge
Dentists
NHS service search (http://www.nhs.uk/servicesearch)
Pharmacy
NHS service search (http://www.nhs.uk/servicesearch)
Indoor sports
Council and parish website, internet and map search and local
centre/leisure
knowledge
centre
Library
WBC library search http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/libraries/
Employment unit
Based on Business rate data (2017), which was analysed and
figure
redacted in order to create an approximate number of business
within each Parish.
Public transport

Distance to
nearest higherorder centre

Notes

Buses are based on timetables
(http://www.myjourneywokingham.com/), bus stops located using
(http://www.google.com/maps). Trains –
(http://www.nationalrail.co.uk)
Higher order centres noted as Tier 1 settlements. Distance has been
calculated using Google Maps route-planner.

Total units for the whole
parish are included in
each settlement present
in the parish.

Distance has been
calculated in kilometres
using the centre of the
settlement to the centre
of the higher-order
settlement.
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Appendix B: Glossary of Terms
Term

Employment
Units

Definition
A built-up area comprising settlements which may be separate administratively
but which are physically conjoined, so for the purposes of this study are
regarded as a single settlement.
For the purpose of this study, comprise registered businesses that pay
business rates in 2017.

Supermarket

A large self-service shop selling foods and household goods.

Contiguous
built-up area

High-order
services

Higher-tier
settlements
Indoor
sports/leisure
centres
Key services

Output areas
Settlement

Services which, whilst not classed as key services for each settlement, are
important to be able to accessed relatively easy for day-to-day purposes. For
the purpose of this study these were classed as secondary schools, dentists,
pharmacies, indoor sports/leisure centres and permanent libraries
For the purposes of this study, these were classed as settlements containing
all of the higher-order services listed or which had most of these services and
demonstrated qualitative characteristics meaning that it should be classified
as a higher-tier settlement.
To be counted, these had to be local authority provided multi-purpose
sports/leisure centres (so, for example, a swimming pool with other facilities
would be counted but a private-run gym or a badminton centre would not be).
Services which were considered to be essential for the day-to-day functioning
of a settlement.
For the purposes of this study, these were considered to be a post office;
Supermarket; primary school; GP surgery; pub; village/community hall;
recreation ground/playing fields; and access to high-speed broadband.
Mapping area of settlement which is the lowest level of area-based analysis
used in the Census.
A community where people live, including hamlets, villages, towns and cities.
For the purposes of this study, settlements were classified as those places
with a population of more than 100.

Settlement
hierarchy

A table showing different ‘tiers’ of settlement assessed according to various
criteria specified in the study methodology.

Tier

Level or grouping of settlements according to their performance in the
settlement audit.
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Appendix C: Detailed Settlement Assessment
Parish: Earley (Tier 1)
Population: 29,297
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School

GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
Y
Y (Earley St Peter's C of E VA Primary, the
Loddon Primary, Aldryngton Primary,
Whiteknights Primary, hillside Primary,
Radstock Primary, Hawkedon Primary)
Y
Y
Y
Y
332
Good
Y (Maiden Erlegh)
Y
Y
Y
Y

Audit of accessibility: Good
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Very good public transport connectivity, and has access to all key and higher-order services

Parish: Green Park (Tier 1)
Population: 0
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre

N
N
N (permission is granted)
N
N
N
N
240
Good
Y (Oakbank, John Madejski Academy
(Reading))
Y
Y
N

Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
No access to key services and has very limited transport links, but this is a very established
employment site. However, development in Reading borough includes the provision of a new
primary school and community centre. A new train station at Green Park is under construction
19

and due to open in 2020.

Parish: Shinfield North (Tier 1)
Population: 3,700
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School

GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
Y
Y (Whiteknights Primary, St Dominic Savio
Catholic Primary, Highwood Primary, South
Lake Primary School, Rivermead Primary,
Beechwood Primary, Willow Bank Infant and
Junior, St Peter's C of E VA Primary, Hawkedon
Primary, Hillside Primary School, Radstock
Primary, Aldryngton Primary, Loddon Primary
School)
Y
Y
Y
Y
206
Limited
Y (Oakbank, The Bulmershe School, Waingels
College and Maiden Erlegh School)
Y
Y
Y
Y

Audit of accessibility: fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services and higher order facilities. It has good access to public transport, with
frequent buses into Reading.

Parish: Twyford (tier 1)
Population: 5,791
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School

Y
Y
Y (Polehampton Junior and The Colleton
Primary)
Y
Y
Y
Y
153
Limited
Y (The Piggott C of E School)
20

Dentist
Y
Pharmacy
Y
Indoor sports/leisure centre
N
Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: Good
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services, and all but one higher-order services (there is no indoor sports centre).
It has very good transport connectivity by train to London, Reading and Wokingham, with it being
part of the planned Elizabeth Line.

Parish: Winnersh (Tier 1)
Population: 6,000
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
Y
Y (Winnersh Primary and Wheatfield Primary
School)
Y
Y
Y
Y
219
Good
Y (The Forest School)
Y
Y
Y
Y

Audit of accessibility: Good
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Good public transport connectivity, and has access to all key and higher-order services

Parish: Wokingham (including North and South Wokingham SDL) (Tier 1)
Population: 26,385
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Y
Supermarket
Y
Primary School
Y (The Emmbrook Junior School, The
Emmbrook Infant School, Hawthorns Primary,
Windmill Primary School, Walter Infant School,
St Pauls C of E Junior, St Teresas Catholic
Primary, Wescott Infant, Westende Junior,
Floreat Montague Park Primary School, All
Saints Primary School and Keephatch Primary)
GP Surgery
Y
Public House
Y
Village/community hall
Y
Recreation ground/playing fields
Y
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
914
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Good
21

Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre

Y (Emmbrook, the Holt School and St Crispins)
Y
Y
Y

Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: Good
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Very good public transport connectivity, and has access to all key and higher-order services.
Parish: Woodley (Tier 1)
Population: 25,247
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School

GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre

Y
Y
Y (Willow Bank Junior, Willow Bank Infant, St
Dominic Savio Catholic Primary, Highwood
Primary, South Lake Primary, Rivermead
Primary, Beechwood Primary, Ambleside
centre, Woodley C of E Primary)
Y
Y
Y
Y
293
Good
Y (Waingel’s College)
Y
Y
Y

Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: Good
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Very good public transport, broadband coverage and has access to all key and higher-order
services.
Parish: Arborfield Garrison including Arborfield SDL (Tier 2)
Population: 1,889
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
N
Supermarket
N
Primary School
N (outline permission granted)
GP Surgery
N
Public House
Y
Village/community hall
N (outline permission granted)
Recreation ground/playing fields
N (outline permission granted)
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
53
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Limited
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Y (Bohunt Secondary School)
22

Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

N
N (outline permission granted)
N (outline permission granted)
N

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Currently has limited access to higher order facilities; however outline planning permission has
been granted for the majority of facilities.
Parish: Finchampstead North (Tier 2)
Population: 5,463
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre

Y
N
Y (Gorse Ride Junior School, Gorse Ride Infant
School, Nine Mile Ride Primary School).
Y
N
Y
Y
242
Limited
N
Y
Y
N

Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services, with the exception of a pub. Access to three higher order services but
only fair public transport accessibility.

Parish: Pinewood (Crowthorne) (Tier 2)
Population: 6,457
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy

Y
N
Y (Hatch Ride Primary School, Oaklands Junior
and Oaklands Infant School, Corwthorne C of E
Primary School).
Y
Y
Y
Y
125
Limited
Y (Edgbarrow Secondary School)
Y
Y
23

Indoor sports/leisure centre

N

Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: Fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services, with the exception of a pub and supermarket. Access to the majority of
higher order services, with the exception of an indoor sport facility. However only fair public
transport accessibility.
Parish: Shinfield including South of the M4 SDL (Tier 2)
Population: 3,700
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Y
Supermarket
N
Primary School
Y (Shinfield Infants and Shinfield St Mary’s C of
E Junior)
GP Surgery
Y
Public House
Y
Village/community hall
Y
Recreation ground/playing fields
Y
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
206
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Limited
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Y (Oakbank)
Dentist
Y
Pharmacy
Y
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Y
Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services and higher order facilities, with the exception of a supermarket. It has
good access to public transport, with frequent buses into Reading.

Parish: Spencers Wood (Tier 2)
Population: 3,700
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre

Y
N
Y (Shinfield Infants, Lambs Lane primary
school and Shinfield St Mary’s C of E Junior)
Y
Y
Y
Y
206
Limited
Y (Oakbank)
Y
Y
Y
24

Library

Y

Audit of accessibility: fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services and higher order facilities, with the exception of a supermarket. It has
good access to public transport, with frequent buses into Reading.

Parish: Three Mile Cross (Tier 2)
Population: 3,700
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
N
Y (Shinfield Infants and Shinfield St Mary’s C of
E Junior)
Y
Y
Y
Y
206
Limited
Y (Oakbank)
Y
Y
Y
Y

Audit of accessibility: fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services and higher order facilities, with the exception of a supermarket. It has
good access to public transport, with frequent buses into Reading.

Parish: Ruscombe (tier 2)
Population: 1,364
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

N
N
Y (Polehampton C of E Infant)
N
N
N
N
43
Limited
Y (The Piggott C of E School)
Y
Y
N
Y
25

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Has access to a primary school but has no other to key services within its boundary however, it
adjoins Twyford which has access to all services and all but one higher-order services (there is no
indoor sports centre). It also has limited access to public transport as it is over 800m to a train
station and it also has a poor bus service.
Parish: Wargrave (tier 2)
Population: 2,773
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School

Y
N
Y (Robert Piggott C of E Junior and Robert
Piggott C of E Infant)
Y
Y
Y
Y
160
Limited

GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Y (The Piggott C of E School)
Dentist
Y
Pharmacy
Y
Indoor sports/leisure centre
N
Library
Y
Audit of accessibility: Fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all key services (with the exception of a supermarket), and all but one higher-order
services (there is no indoor sports centre). It also has fair public transport links to Wokingham,
Reading and London by train; however there is limited access by bus.

Parish: Arborfield Cross (Tier 3)
Population: 737
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx.(parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

N
N
Y (The Combes School)
Y
Y
Y
N
53
Limited
Y (Bohunt Secondary School)
N
N (outline permission granted)
N (outline permission granted)
N

Audit of accessibility: Limited
26

Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Currently has limited access to higher order facilities; however outline planning permission has
been granted for the majority of facilities. The SDL is likely to deliver more services in the future.

Parish: Barkham Hill (Tier 3)
Population: 1,511
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre

Y
N
N
N
N
N
N
92
Limited
Y (Bohunt Secondary School)
N
N (outline permission granted)
N (outline permission granted)

Library
N
Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy: Access to one key service (post office) and very
limited transport service
Parish: Charvil (tier 3)
Population: 1,481
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School

N
N
Y (Charvil Piggott Primary School)
N
Y
Y
Y
15
Limited
Y (The Piggott C of E School and Waingel's
College)
Y
Y
N
Y

Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library
Audit of accessibility: fair
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to most key services including both Primary and Secondary school. It has fair access
to public transport, with two buses an hour.
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Parish: Finchampstead (Tier 3)
Population: 1,552
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

N
N
Y (Finchampstead C of E Primary School).
N
Y
N
Y
242
Limited
N
N
N
N
N

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to some key services and has access to a primary school but no access to higher-order
facilities.

Parish: Hurst (Tier 3)
Population: 1,366
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
N
Y (St Nicholas C of E Primary)
N
Y
Y
N
164
Limited
N
N
N
N
N

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to the majority of key services, but limited access to higher-order facilities. It has limited
access to public transport.

Parish: Riseley (Tier 3)
Population: 587
Key Service Provision:
Post Office

N
28

Supermarket
Primary School

N
N

GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

N
Y
Y
Y
168
Limited
N
N
N
N
N

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to half the key services but has access to a primary school but limited access to higherorder facilities.

Parish: Swallowfield (Tier 3)
Population: 637
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
168
Limited
Y (Oakbank)
Y
Y
N
Y

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all the key services but does not have access to a primary school, has good access to
higher-order facilities. However public transport is very limited.

Parish: Sonning (tier 3)
Population: 1631
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery

N
N
Y (Sonning C of E Primary)
N
29

Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
Y
N
63
Good
Y (Waingel's College)
Y
Y
Y
Y

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to limited key services but has good access to higher-order facilities. It has limited public
transport.
Parish: Sindlesham (Tier 3)
Population: 1,926
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

N
N
Y (Bearwood Primary School)
N
Y
Y
Y
219
Good
Y (The Forest School and the Emmbrook
School)
Y
Y
N
Y

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to few key services, and all but one higher-order services (there is no indoor sports
centre). However it has a good stock of employment units. It also has fair public transport links.

Parish: Sonning (tier 3)
Population: 1631
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)

N
N
Y (Sonning C of E Primary)
N
Y
Y
N
63
30

Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Good
Y (Waingel's College)
Y
Y
Y
Y

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to limited key services but has good access to higher-order facilities. It has limited public
transport.
Parish: Swallowfield (Tier 3)
Population: 637
Key Service Provision:
Post Office
Supermarket
Primary School
GP Surgery
Public House
Village/community hall
Recreation ground/playing fields
Employment units approx. (parish-based)
Superfast Broadband Coverage
Test for higher-order facilities:
Secondary School
Dentist
Pharmacy
Indoor sports/leisure centre
Library

Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
168
Limited
Y (Oakbank)
Y
Y
N
Y

Audit of accessibility: Limited
Recommendation/Conclusion for Hierarchy:
Access to all the key services but does not have access to a primary school, has good access to
higher-order facilities. However public transport is very limited.

31

