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Dorothy Morley Memorial 
Parish Conservation Award  

 
Earlier this year, the Holt Copse Conser-
vation Volunteers (HCCV) entered the 
Dorothy Morley Memorial Parish Conser-
vation Award competition. The award 
recognises and promotes conservation 
as a key element for a sustainable future, 
bringing together the environment and 
local groups. The award was organised 
and co-ordinated by the Council for the 
Protection of Rural England (CPRE) and 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxford-
shire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT). 
 
The competition judges made site visits 
early in July and later that month the 
group  heard that they had won the First 
Prize of £750!!!! 
 
Dorothy Morley was for many years a 
strong campaigner on rural issues, serv-
ing as the chairman of Newbury and 
Hungerford District Council for the Pro-
tection of Rural England and on the West 
Berkshire committee of the Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wild-
life Trust. The award was made possible 
through the donations of Dorothy’s 
friends as a tribute to her memory. 
 
The award ceremony took place on the 
7th October in the Parish Rooms of St. 
Paul’s Church, Wokingham. It was, 
without a doubt, a great success and 
enjoyed by everyone there. The venue 
contributed a lot in creating the right sort 
of atmosphere with a conservation award 
winning churchyard in view through the 

windows.  
 
Having met at the hall, a number of the 
visitors took up the option of a conducted 
tour of the Copse to see what we had 
done and what the Copse was like.  De-
spite the pouring rain, they didn’t seem to 
be in a hurry to get back and showed 
great interest in the Copse itself.  
 
The formal proceedings began with an 
introduction and description of the 
background to the award. Charles 
Morley, Dorothy’s husband, told us about 
Dorothy and how a group of friends had 
collected a sum of money sufficient to 
finance the competition. Sally Oldfield of 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxford-
shire Wildlife Trust then gave a 
description of each project, in turn, after 
which the Group concerned received 
their award. HCCV received not only the 
£750 first prize but also got a magnificent 
commemorative scroll. The Group in-
tends to spend the award on purchasing 
their own tools and extra training. 
 
The Goring & Streatley Environment 
Group and Evergreen 2000 from     Burn-
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The Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum 
aims to enhance the 
Districts biodiversity 

by ; - 
 

Promoting        
Awareness 

 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 

member groups. 
 
 

Enhancing the level of 
skills and       

knowledge within   

Forum member groups. 

 

 

Increasing     

community  

involvement in  

biodiversity within the 
district. 



from English Nature. The developer 
building the houses at Bearwood Path 
engaged an ecologist who undertook the 
initial survey work, the license application 
and the survey of Winnersh Open Space
(WOS) pond, which we had put forward 
as a possible new home for the newts. 
The survey of the WOS pond found that 
their was already a small population of 
great crested newts present which was 
an unexpected but pleasant surprise. 
Following advice from English Nature, we 
decided that an extra pond at WOS 
would be essential to a successful move 
for the newts from Bearwood Path. 
After a month of waiting English Nature 
issued a license and the newts are due 
to be moved in the spring of 2001. Prior 
to this move Westbury Homes (the devel-
oper) will be constructing the new pond 
and a hibernaculum at Winnersh Open 
Space. In addition they will be donating 
£1500 in order to provide a sign to inform 
visitors to the site about the newts. 
 
This spring we hope to make a system-
atic search for great crested newts in the 
district. If you know of any ponds near 
you that contain or have in the past con-
tained newts (great crested or otherwise) 
please let me know as soon as possible.  

Back in mid May this year I was asked to 
visit the pond at the Bearwood Path de-
velopment (on the Reading Road) with a 
view to its' general condition. On this visit 
I briefly caught site of a single large newt, 
subsequent checks by a local experts 
Phil Merrin and Mat Smith revealed a 
thriving population of the internationally 
important great crested newts. 
 
Great crested newts are protected by 
both British and European law. It is an 
offence to kill, injure or disturb a newt or 
damage its habitat without a licence. The 
UK is one of the European strongholds 
for these declining newts, they are more 
common here than almost anywhere else 
in Europe. 
 
Newts do not remain in their ponds all 
year round, indeed they spend most of 
the year (July-March) searching for food 
in rough grassland and hedgerows or 
hibernating underground.  Unfortunately 
the development at Bearwood Path had 
protected their pond but not the essential 
surrounding habitat, without which the 
newts would die out.  It was vital to find 
them a new home.  
 
Because of the legal protection now    
afforded to great crested newts moving 
them to a new home required a License 

Great Crested Newts in Winnersh 

be approved up to 500 metres from the 
breeding pond. This surprising radius of 
protection is necessary because the 
newts spend much of the year in rough 
grassland within a few hundred metres of 
their ponds. The question is where did 
our newts come from? Well the answer is 
probably from nearby garden ponds, but I 
haven’t yet discovered which one!  

This find means that we now have 6 out 
of the 17 species listed in the Woking-
ham Biodiversity Action Plan. The other 5 
are ragged robin, song thrush, bullfinch, 
stag beetle and pipistrelle bat. 

Great news! Or should I say great newts! 
Incredibly within 3 years of its creation, 
great crested newts have taken up resi-
dence in the village pond. The first find 
occurred during the Millennium Festival 
pond-dipping sessions, and I have sub-
sequently confirmed the find with a torch-
light search which revealed at least a 
dozen adults. Many of the young newts 
in the pond are also of this species so 
they are breeding successfully. This is an 
extremely important find, because the 
great crested newt is protected by na-
tional and international law and in a nut-
shell it is unlikely that development would 

Sonning Nature Area Update 
By Alastair Driver 

This spring we hope to 
make a systematic search 
for great crested newts 

in the district. If you 
know of any ponds near 

you that contain or have 
in the past contained 

newts (great crested or 
otherwise) please let Andy 
Glencross know as soon as 

possible. 

 

If anyone is interested in 
setting up a group either 
to monitor great crested 

newts throughout the 
district or help manage 

the Winnersh Open Space 
site, then please contact 

Andy Glencross as soon as 
possible.  
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Sonning Parish Council are 
currently pursuing 

designation of their 
Nature Area as a Local 

Nature Reserve. The  
District Council is 

investigating whether the 
site qualifies for 

designation as a Wildlife 
Heritage Site due to the 

presence of the newts. 
Both these designations 
will help to protect the 

site for future 



Over 160 children 
attended workshops at 

Dinton Pastures this 
summer. 

Swallowfield Meadow  
Swallowfield Meadow is a 1.5 acre open 
space owned by Swallowfield Parish 
Council. Local people have  with the  
support of the Berkshire, Buckingham-
shire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust and 
money from the Environment Trust for 
Berkshire have transformed the site in 
the last 2 years into an attractive nature 

area. They have planted wildflower 
plugs, a new boundary hedge and are 
currently in the process of seeding two 
large meadow areas.   

 

Further enhancements are being       
considered for the future and the parish 

Swallowfield Parish Council 
Hopes to eventually 

designate the site a Local 
Nature Reserve. 

Summer Biodiversity Workshops -
Have I Got Newts For You! 

Ruscombe Woods 

This year's summer children's workshops 
at Dinton Pastures were a huge success 
with over 160 children attending.     Biodi-
versity was the theme and each of the 
workshops concentrated on one of our 
priority species. The first involved   learn-
ing all about great crested newts and 
creating a giant newt sculpture from    
willow and fabric. Subsequent workshops 
focused on otters, stag beetles and barn 
owls. The workshops culminated in the 

production of a newsletter entitled "The 
Daily Newt" which included cartoons 
drawn by the young people and photo-
graphs of the highlights of the          work-
shops. The newsletter is on display in the 
Café foyer at Dinton Pastures for all to 
have a read. 

 

Next year the Countryside Service is 
hoping to build on this success with a 

The Friends of Ruscombe Woods have 
been quietly beavering away in the 
woods for a number of years now. In that 
time they have restored traditional     
coppice management to about 15% of 
the woods. In addition they have      man-
aged  part of the field as a meadow and 
have laid almost a third of the sites 
boundary hedges. 

 

Working to their management plan the 
group aim to have restored coppice man-
agement on about 50% of the site and to 
have laid more than half the sites hedge 
boundaries by 2010. 

 

In the past the group has also helped to     

Ruscombe Woods although not         
considered as an Ancient Semi-Natural 
Woodland is very species rich. The 2 
hectare site does not appear as      
woodland on maps earlier than 1912 
when it is described as “osier“.  One   
theory suggests that the site was planted 
in the late nineteenth century to provide      
materials to make  apple baskets for the 
local orchard. Today the site is a       mix-
ture of wet willow woodland with ponds, 
ash and hazel  coppice and a small field. 
Bluebells, primroses and lesser celan-
dine abound in the spring and four spe-
cies of orchid occur,      common spotted, 
early purple, twayblade and remarkably 
for our area a pyramidal orchid in the 
field.  

 

Ruscombe Woods is the 
only known site within 

Wokingham District for 
Pyramidal Orchid. 
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If anyone has would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Both Forum meetings have 
been well attended ( 45 

attendees to the first and 
25 to the second) 

remarkable levels of 
commitment as those 

attending have had to 
work quite hard!  

 

 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the Countryside Service. 

Wokingham District Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham District Councils Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat to 
the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiry's should be     
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  

Wokingham District Council Countryside Service  

The Countryside Service is part of the  

Environmental Services Department of Wokingham 
District Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the  

awareness and enjoyment of the countryside and 
the improvement of its nature conservation value.  

The Service manages 10 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 

Davis Street 

Hurst 

Reading 

RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

 

This approach has really paid off  with a 
wealth of  ideas surfacing on the 
night.Five separate workshops covered 
Woodlands, Heathlands, Grasslands, 
Urban and Wetland Habitats, and pro-
duced initial aims for each. The groups 
will be meeting again in the near future to 
further develop their Action Plans and we 
hope to have draft versions of the new 
Action Plan by early next year. 

 

The next meeting of Wokingham’s Biodi-
versity Forum is on the 20th March  
2001. 

 

Wokingham ‘s Biodiversity Forum met for 
the second time on the 26th September. 
The meeting started with a talk from the 
well known wildlife writer John Wyatt. 
John gave us a fascinating insight into 
biodiversity work in Poland and gave us 
much to think about. 

 

The Forum then split up into workshop 
groups in order to generate ideas for the 
review of our Biodiversity Action Plan. 
The format for the forum has been very 
much emphasizing the skill and knowl-
edge of those attending and harnessing 
both these attributes to ensure that the 
strategy we pull together will be really 
relevant to the district.  

Biodiversity Forum a 
Success 

Wokingham 
District Council 
Countryside Service 
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