
 

project and we 
hope to actively 
encourage at least 
2 of Wokingham’s 
17 biodiversity 
species. Firstly an 
artificial otter holt 
will be constructed 
and secondly two 
barn owl telegraph 
pole nestboxes 

UK BIODIVERSITY 

VARIETY OF LIFE 

Biodiversity News 
A Newsletter for Wokingham’s Biodiversity Forum 

Work began last month on a major 
conservation project next to the River 
Loddon in Swallowfield. The project is a 
partnership between the landowner Rory 
Waterer, English Nature, the 
Environment Agency, DEFRA  and 
Wokingham Unitary Council. The project  
began back in 1997 with the 
establishment of the project steering 
group and after a lengthy design process 
is now nearing completion.  
 

The project has a number of objectives 
relating to biodiversity, landscape and 
flood defence. Specifically the project 
aims to increase both the level and 
frequency of flooding to the project site 
by the construction of a new off-take 
channel from the river. There will be a 
water level control structure at the other 
end of this channel, which will enable the 
meadows to be flooded on a regular 
basis during the winter.  
 

Around 4ha of affected meadow will then 
be seeded with an appropriate basic 
wildflower  mix, and cut early for hay for 
a couple of years to reduce the nutrients. 
At the same time seed from the 
nationally scarce snake's head fritillary 
(Fritillaria meleagris) will be collected 
from the nearby Stanford Mill End Site of 
Special Scientific Interest and grown 
under nursery conditions for a couple 
years before being planted out at the 
project site as mature bulbs. This type of 
flood meadow is both nationally and 
internationally threatened and used to be 
very common in the Loddon valley. 

 

In addition the project aims to enhance 
the habitats for a range of wildlife 
including migratory fish, otter, barn owl, 
loddon pondweed and two rare molluscs. 

The current impoundment of the river at 
the old mill acts as a barrier to migratory 
fish effectively isolating the all fish 
populations upstream of the site. The 
new off-take channel will allow fish to 
navigate around the mill. It is hoped that 
the new off-take channel will provide new 
habitat for the Loddon Pondweed (which 
has it’s UK stronghold in the Rivers 
Loddon and Blackwater), the rare pea 
mussel (Pisidium tenuilineatum) and 
desmoulin’s whorl snail (Vertigo 
moulinsiana), the snail that nearly 
stopped the Newbury bypass a few years 
back. These two molluscs are scarce and 
declining throughout their European 
ranges. Both have already been found in 
nearby parts of the river system and it is 
hoped that with appropriate management 
it won’t be long before they colonise the 
new channel.  
 

Biodiversity is an Integral part of this 
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The Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum 
aims to enhance the 
Districts biodiversity 
by ; - 
 
Promoting        
Awareness 
 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 
member groups. 
 
 
Enhancing the level 
of skills and       
knowledge within   
Forum member 
groups. 
 
 
Increasing     
community  
involvement in  
biodiversity within 

the district. 



Which is where the Great Nut Hunt 
comes in. The ‘hunt’ is encouraging the 
public to look for, and then send in, hazel 
nuts that bear the dormouse’s distinctive 
teeth marks. This way, English Nature 
will be able to build up a picture of the 
range and size of dormouse populations 
in England and Wales. Not only will this 
picture allow conservation work and 
resources to be better targeted in the 
future, but will also show how the 
dormouse has progressed since the last 
such survey in 1993. Then, nearly a 
quarter of a million nuts were found, 
1,352 of which were identified as having 
been opened by dormice. 334 sites for 
dormice were also found in England and 
Wales.  
 
There are currently no confirmed sites for 
our native dormouse in Wokingham 
District although we suspect that there 
are still populations in our woods. If 
anyone is interested in getting involved I 
am keen to direct searches to the most 
likely areas. You can get a special survey 
pack that explains what to look for and 
where by writing to Great Nut Hunt, PO 
Box 6169, London, SW8 4AF or log-on to  
www.greatnuthunt.org.uk.   
 
All entries are to be in by January 2002 
and the survey results will be published 
on the website in March 2002. 

Great Nut Hunt Launched 

Many wildflowers are fast disappearing 
from our countryside as more and more 
grassland is lost.  In fact, over 95% of our 
flower-rich meadows have disappeared 
in Britain in the last fifty years.  Those 
meadows which do remain are often 
found in surprising places, such as sites 
which have not proved useful for either 
agriculture or development.  Churchyards 
and cemeteries are an excellent example 

Local Churchyards Receive 
Conservation Awards 

By Sally Oldfield 

Dormouse Facts 
Dormice are a bright, 

golden colour and have a 
thick, furry tail and big, 

black eyes. They are 
quite small, usually only 

around two to three 
inches long with a tail 
around the same size.  
Habitat Most live in 

deciduous woodland and 
thick hedgerows., in the 
south of England, from 
Cornwall to Kent and in 

Herefordshire and 
Northamptonshire. 

There have been 
sightings in the North 
of England and Wales.  

 
Food They feed on 

flowers, pollen, fruit, 
insects and nuts (hence 

the search for 
hazelnuts).  
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of this.   
 
Often very rich in plant life, insects, birds 
and mammals, not to mention lichens, 
churchyards and cemeteries can 
represent the last remaining fragments of 
unimproved grassland in both urban and 
rural areas.   
 
The “Living Churchyard and Cemetery 

The nation’s second Great Nut Hunt 
has just been launched, the public is 
being asked to lend a hand to help 
ensure the survival and prosperity of a 
very special native – the dormouse. 
 
Once appropriately referred to as the 
“sleeper”, it has been an easy target 
down the years for humans and was 
sometimes kept as a pet.  More recently 
it has become better associated with 
literary classic ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and 
the butt of the Mad Hatter’s frustrations. 
So it’s clear the dormouse has a place in 
our cultural history.   
 
The reality though is that over the last 
100 years its numbers have dramatically 
fallen. In fact, it has become extinct 
across half its original range in England 
during this time and is now one of those 
listed on the English Nature Species 
Recovery Programme. The reason?  The 
continuing loss of ancient woodland, the 
splitting of big woods into smaller ones, 
and unsympathetic woodland 
management.  
 
To ensure the future of the dormouse, 
English Nature needs to find out exactly 
where it still survives and identify 
woodland areas where it could be 
brought back.  
 

Is there a churchyard 
or cemetery near you 

that could be enhanced 
for the benefit of 

wildlife?   

 

 

 

For help and 



This spring and summer BBOWT (Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust) and WDC 
teamed up to run four training courses, 
covering a range of wildlife themes from 
wildflower identification to bats.  The 
courses were free, and were aimed 
primarily at community groups, although 
anyone with an interest was welcome to 
come along.  All four courses were well 
attended and the feedback we received 
was excellent.  As a result, we’ve 
decided to run the following courses over 
the next year.   
 
Woodland and Hedgerow 
Management 
Saturday February 16th 2002, 10am – 
4pm 
We will be learning some of the theory 
behind woodland and hedgerow 
management, as well as trying our hand 
at the art of hedge-laying. 
 
Pond Wildlife and Management 
Saturday 20th April, 2002, 10am - 4pm 
We will be learning about amphibian, 
pond plant and invertebrate identification, 
as well as some management techniques 
for wildlife ponds. 
 
Parish Wildlife Surveys and 
Hedgerows 
Saturday 18th May, 2002, 10am – 4pm 
This course will recap and build on this 
year’s course for anyone interested in 
carrying out a wildlife survey of their local 

More Wildlife Courses! 
by Sally Oldfield 

area.  We will be taking a closer look at 
hedgerow surveying in particular. 
 
Meadow Wildflowers 
Saturday 22nd June, 2002, 10am-4pm  
We will be learning about meadow 
ecology and focusing on wildflower and 
grass identification. 
 
Bats 
Saturday 20th July, 2002, 7.30pm – 11pm 
Following on from this year’s popular 
course, we will be looking again at bat 
identification, ecology and surveying, and 
we will be taking a bat-detecting walk 
around Dinton. We hope to have some 
live bats there for people to take a closer 
look at. 
 
Small Mammals 
Saturday 14th September, 2002, (time to 
be decided) 
We will be learning about small mammal 
surveying and identification, and should 
hopefully be able to set up some 
longworth traps to see what we can find 
in the local area.  
 
We are also hoping to run a course on 
bird surveys and identification, so watch 
this space for more information. 

If you are interested in 
attending any of the 

following courses then 
please book a place with 

Andy Glencross (0118 
9342016).  All the 

courses are free and will 
take place at Dinton 

Pastures.   
 

If you would like any more 
information about any of 

the courses, please 
contact either Andy, or 

Sally Oldfield (BBOWT – 
0118 9303773). 
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Project” is a national scheme which aims 
to promote the wildlife-friendly 
management of the nation’s burial sites.  
In Berks, Bucks and Oxon, the project is 
run jointly by BBOWT (Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon Wildlife Trust), the Diocese of 
Oxford, and some independent 
ecologists.  Free advice and help is 
available to anyone interested in the 
management of churchyards and 
cemeteries.  
 
Turning a closely-mown lawn into a 
wildflower meadow is not always easy.  
Care must be taken to consider the views 
of everybody visiting the churchyard.  
Long grass obscuring graves and making 
paths inaccessible does nothing for the 

(Continued from page 1) public image of “conservation 
churchyards”.   
 
Despite the difficulties, there are some 
fine examples of wildlife-friendly 
churchyard and cemetery projects 
throughout Berkshire.  Those that meet 
specific criteria are awarded certificates 
by the Living Churchyard and Cemetery 
Project.  In the Wokingham area this 
year, two churchyards received awards 
(11 were given Berkshire-wide):  St. 
Paul’s (Wokingham) and All Saints 
(Swallowfield).  
 
These churchyards are well worth a visit, 
both as sites for quiet contemplation, as 
well as for enjoying wildflowers such as 
lady’s bedstraw, cuckooflower, primrose, 
ox-eye daisy and bugle. 

information, please 
contact Sally Oldfield, 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon 

Wildlife Trust, 
Englefield Estate 

Office, Theale, Reading, 
RG7 5DZ, Tel: 0118 

9303773. 

Which is where the Great Nut Hunt 
comes in. The ‘hunt’ is encouraging the 
public to look for, and then send in, hazel 
nuts that bear the dormouse’s distinctive 
teeth marks. This way, English Nature 
will be able to build up a picture of the 
range and size of dormouse populations 
in England and Wales. Not only will this 
picture allow conservation work and 
resources to be better targeted in the 
future, but will also show how the 
dormouse has progressed since the last 
such survey in 1993. Then, nearly a 
quarter of a million nuts were found, 
1,352 of which were identified as having 
been opened by dormice. 334 sites for 
dormice were also found in England and 
Wales.  
 
There are currently no confirmed sites for 
our native dormouse in Wokingham 
District although we suspect that there 
are still populations in our woods. If 
anyone is interested in getting involved I 
am keen to direct searches to the most 
likely areas. You can get a special survey 
pack that explains what to look for and 
where by writing to Great Nut Hunt, PO 
Box 6169, London, SW8 4AF or log-on to  
www.greatnuthunt.org.uk.   
 
All entries are to be in by January 2002 
and the survey results will be published 
on the website in March 2002. 
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of this.   
 
Often very rich in plant life, insects, birds 
and mammals, not to mention lichens, 
churchyards and cemeteries can 
represent the last remaining fragments of 
unimproved grassland in both urban and 
rural areas.   
 
The “Living Churchyard and Cemetery 

The nation’s second Great Nut Hunt 
has just been launched, the public is 
being asked to lend a hand to help 
ensure the survival and prosperity of a 
very special native – the dormouse. 
 
Once appropriately referred to as the 
“sleeper”, it has been an easy target 
down the years for humans and was 
sometimes kept as a pet.  More recently 
it has become better associated with 
literary classic ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and 
the butt of the Mad Hatter’s frustrations. 
So it’s clear the dormouse has a place in 
our cultural history.   
 
The reality though is that over the last 
100 years its numbers have dramatically 
fallen. In fact, it has become extinct 
across half its original range in England 
during this time and is now one of those 
listed on the English Nature Species 
Recovery Programme. The reason?  The 
continuing loss of ancient woodland, the 
splitting of big woods into smaller ones, 
and unsympathetic woodland 
management.  
 
To ensure the future of the dormouse, 
English Nature needs to find out exactly 
where it still survives and identify 
woodland areas where it could be 
brought back.  
 

Is there a churchyard 
or cemetery near you 

that could be enhanced 
for the benefit of 

wildlife?   

 

 

 

For help and 



If anyone has would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please 
contact Andy Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

 

For further information 
or if you would like to 
become a member of 

the Biodiversity Forum 
please contact Andy 

Glencross at the 
Countryside Service. 

Wokingham District Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham District Council Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat to 
the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be di-
rected to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  

 

Wokingham District Council Countryside Ser-
vice  

The Countryside Service is part of the Environ-
mental Services Department of   Wokingham Dis-
trict Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the            
awareness and enjoyment of the countryside and 

biodiversity and our Forum please get in 
touch with Andy Glencross. 

 

In addition the meeting bid farewell to 
Colin Pierce who has given up the Chair. 
Jack Meatcher of Holt Copse 
Conservation Volunteers has 
“volunteered” to have a go at this role for 
the next meeting. 

 

In addition the membership of the Forum 
has increased over its first year from 40 
members after the first meeting in     
February 2000 to 70 in March 2001 to 95 
by October of this year. 

  

Wokingham’s Biodiversity Forum met for 
the fourth time on the 26th September. 
The meeting was concentrated on 
coming up with some targets for raising 
public awareness of biodiversity  and 
increasing community involvement in 
practical action.  

 

One of the issues that was raised  was 
the need to implement the Biodiversity 
Action Plan through the Parish and Town 
Councils. It was noted that there were 
only a couple Parish Council 
representative who regularly attend the 
Forum meetings. So if there are any 
Parish or Town Councillors out there who 
would like to get involved with their local 

Biodiversity Forum 
Continues to Grow 

Wokingham 
District Council 
Countryside Service 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 

Davis Street 

Hurst 

Reading 

RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  
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