
 

should start to re-
vegetate over this 
summer. The site 
will be monitored 
over the next few 
years to assess not 
only the developing 
heathland 
vegetation but also 
whether the new 
area is colonised by 
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Wokingham's Countryside Service (CS) 
has completed the final phase of it's 
heathland restoration project at 
Longmoor Bog Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI). The 12ha SSSI forms 
part of the larger California Country Park 
and is a haven for many specialist 
heathland species such as silver studded 
blue butterfly, bog bush cricket, adders, 
black tailed skimmer dragonflies and 
green tiger beetles.  

 

When the District Council acquired the 
site back in the 1980s there was less 
than 2ha of open heathland remaining on 
the site. The first phase of the restoration 
plan was funded by English Nature's 
(EN) Wildlife Enhancement Scheme and 
involved the clearance of about 2ha of 
secondary scrub and woodland. This 
phase culminated in the site being 
fenced and the introduction of cattle 
grazing in 1996. Cattle have grazed the 
site annually since then and the overall 
quality of the heath has slowly improved 
with heather cover increasing at the 
expense of the tussocks of purple moor 
grass. 
 

In 1999 the new site management plan 
identified a further 2ha of secondary 
woodland as having potential for 
restoration to heathland. This part of the 
SSSI was well used and appreciated by 
local people and public consultation 
(including guided walks posters and 
leaflets) began a full 2 years before the 
works were due to take place. This effort 
was rewarded when despite taking down 

2ha of woodland on a popular public site 
we received only 2 complaints during the 
works. 
 

The secondary woodland on these areas 
was more mature than in previous areas 
and it was assumed that the heathland 
seedbank would be buried that much 
deeper. In addition both bracken and 
rhododendron were scattered throughout 
the areas, and were considered a 
potential problem after tree clearance. 
Consequently the CS and EN decided to 
try out a forestry mulcher on the site, a 
combination of stump grinder and 
rotovator. It was hoped that the machine 
would grind up the rhododendron 
stumps, rotovate and expose the bracken 
rhizomes to frost (which should kill them) 
and expose (and cause to germinate) the 
surviving heathland seedbed.  
 

Our contractors Homegrown Timber 
eventually started the tree clearance in 
November 2001, and completed the job 
by mulching the soil, remaining brash 
and stumps to a depth of 15cms in 
January of 2002. Although the clearance 
work looks drastic at the moment it 
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The Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum 
aims to enhance the 
Districts biodiversity 
by ; - 
 
Promoting        
Awareness 
 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 
member groups. 
 
 
Enhancing the level 
of skills and       
knowledge within   
Forum member 
groups. 
 
 
Increasing     
community  
involvement in  
biodiversity within 

the district. 



We are looking for projects that benefit 
both the environment and people.  The 
only entry rules are that your project 
must be in Berkshire, must be carried out 
by local people and must have public 
access. Ideas include wildlife-friendly 
churchyards, village ponds, local 
woodlands, meadow creation and new 
tree-planting. 
 
The award scheme has been set up in 
memory of Dorothy Morley, who was a 
strong campaigner on environmental 
issues. The award has been made 
possible by the generosity of her family 
and friends.  BBOWT (Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon Wildlife Trust) is running the 
scheme in partnership with CPRE 
(Council for the Protection of Rural 
England).  The closing date for entries is 
21st June 2002.   

The Dorothy Morley Award – Prizes 
for Local Projects!  

By Sally Oldfield 

The Masterfood Awards (formerly known 
as the Mars awards) are back for 2002. 
They are being run as a partnership 
between Masterfoods and the six 
Berkshire Local Authorities. The 
Masterfoods Awards aim to encourage 
voluntary community groups to become 
more actively and closely involved in 
local environmental activities which will 
improve the quality of life. Cash prizes 
with a total value of £7,000, to be spent 
on developing or progressing an 
environmental activity, are to be 
awarded.  
 
Who Can Enter? 
Voluntary community groups in 
Berkshire, which are working to improve 
their local environment, are eligible to 
enter. These include neighbourhood, 

The Masterfood Awards -
for the Environment in Berkshire  

By Lucy Harris 

Entry forms can be 
obtained from Sally 

Oldfield at BBOWT on 
01628 829574 or email 

bbowtberks@cix.co.uk.  I 
look forward to hearing 

from you! 
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youth, special interest and business led 
groups as well as local charities. The 
following awards are up for grabs : - 
Bronze Acorn (£100): for groups which 
are planning or beginning environmental 
action 
Silver Sapling (£150) : for those with 
activities in place and with plans to 
extend the scope of their efforts 
Golden Oak (£250): for established 
groups with ongoing action programmes, 
which communicate with local people  
and which have significant voices in 
community consultations 
The Premier Award (£1000) : is for the 
group judged to be most effective overall 
in the light of its particular circumstances 
 
The Closing date for application is the 
28th June 2002. 

This summer, prize money will be made 
available to community groups and 
schools in the form of the Dorothy Morley 
Conservation Award.  This is the second 
time this scheme has been run, with the 
top prize last time being taken by 
Wokingham’s very own Holt Copse 
Conservation Volunteers!  The group, 
who look after an area of woodland (Holt 
Copse) in Wokingham, took away £750 
in the year 2000 after being judged the 
best local conservation project in 
Berkshire. 
 
This year’s prize money looks set to be 
around £500, with two runner-up awards 
of £250.  However, we are also 
encouraging schools with wildlife-friendly 
grounds to apply, as two special school 
awards have been created of £150 and 
£100. 
 

For more information 
about the awards or an 

application form contact 
either Andy Glencross 

at Dinton Pastures or go 
to the web site – 

www.masterfoodsawards
.com  

 

 

 

 



For help and informa-
tion, please contact the 

BTCV Insurance Team 
on 01302 572200 if you 

haven’t had further 
news by the beginning of 

June. 

BTCV forced to withdraw Community 
Group Insurance 

Bat Workers Needed 
by Rebecca Llewellyn 

As many of you will already know the 
BTCV has been forced to withdraw  

insurance cover to the majority of its’  

affiliated groups. The BTCV's insurance com-
pany, Ecclesiastical Insurance Group (EIG) 
has imposed new restrictions on associated 
groups with effect from 1 May. Details have 
been given in a letter and information pack 
which the BTCV has already sent to all the 
relevant groups.  

 
What is BTCV doing about it? 

On 17 April BTCV notified all groups, which 
do not meet the criteria, that their insurance 
cover would be withdrawn on 30 April and 
urged them to seek alternative cover from an-
other source. BTCV has provided names and 

contact details of companies that offer insur-
ance to charities and volunteer groups. 
About 600 groups, which have been es-
tablished for less than three years and 
meet the new restrictions, have been 
offered renewed insurance cover at an 
increased premium. 

 

However the BTCV are working hard to 
secure an alternative insurance company 
to take on all their affiliated groups and 
hope to have some news by the end of 
this month. 

 

If your premiums are higher than ex-
pected as a result of this development or 
if you want seek insurance cover        

upon a network of volunteers to 
undertake bat work on their behalf. As a 
consequence of the legal protection bats 
now receive these volunteers have to be 
carefully trained and licenced. English 
Nature is currently running a training 
program and would welcome applications 
to join from anyone wishing to gain their 
bat workers licence. 

 

Many species of bats are dependent on 
buildings for roosting, although they may 
not be present throughout the year. 
Colonies are faithful to their traditional 
sites and will continue to return annually 
to a roost. Unfortunately the interests of 
bats and of the average householder 
sometimes come into conflict for a 
number of different reasons : -  

(1) They may wish to carry out building 
work on their house that could affect the 
bats living there. 

Have you a keen interest in 
your local wildlife? 
 
Are you willing to spend some 
of your spare time helping local 
wildlife and local people to get 
on? 
 

If you can answer yes to these questions 
then English Nature has a challenge for 
you. Throughout the year English Nature 
receives a number of enquires from the 
general public who have bats living in 
their houses, usually in the non dwelling 
parts of the house. Although English 
Nature staff can sometimes deal with 
these enquires over the phone, the 
personal touch will often result in a more 
positive outcome for both the bats and 
the householder. English Nature relies 

Bats are fully protected by 
both British and European 

law. Bats receive such high 
levels of protection because 

their population numbers 
have been declining for a 

number of decades. 
Working with the public is 

vital if we wish to conserve 
this precious species from 

extinction. English Nature is 
a government agency that 

promotes, enables and 
achieves nature 

conservation in England. 

 

Contact Rebecca Llewellyn 
at English Nature on 01635 

268881 for more 
information.   
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Wokingham District Council Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat to 
the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be di-
rected to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  

 

Wokingham District Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environ-
mental Services Department of   Wokingham Dis-
trict Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the            
awareness and enjoyment of the countryside and 
the improvement of its nature conservation value.  

The Service manages 10 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks. 

If anyone has or would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then 
please contact Andy Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

 

For further information 
or if you would like to 
become a member of 

the Biodiversity Forum 
please contact Andy 

Glencross at the 
Countryside Service. 

Wokingham District Council 
Countryside Service Dinton Pastures Country 

Park 

Davis Street 

Hurst 

Reading 

RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

the form she had devised (sent out with 
the minutes) and to return it to her at 
Dinton Pastures by 7th June. She 
explained that as part of this summers 
Party in the Pastures that the CS were 
hoping to promote the Forum and all it's 
groups through a professional display, 
she was particularly interested in any 
photos of the groups. 

  

A big thank you to Jack Meatcher of Holt 
Copse Conservation Volunteers whose 
first meeting as chair was much 
appreciated. 

  

The next meeting of Wokingham’s  

Wokingham’s Biodiversity Forum met for 
the fifth time on the 26th March. The 
meeting was centred around the need to 
decide on the future arrangements for 
the Forum itself. Four options were put to 
the Forum, meeting once a year, meeting 
twice a year (the status quo), meeting 
three times a year and meeting four 
times a year. After a lively discussion an 
overwhelming majority voted to meet 
three times a year in the future. It was 
decided that we would try and make one 
of the meetings more of a social meeting. 

 

In addition Lisa Stevens from the 
Countryside Service came to the Forum 
to ask all the constituent groups to fill in 

Biodiversity Forum votes to 

Wokingham 
District Council 
Countryside Service 
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