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Baseline figures for National Indicator 197 -  
Improved local biodiversity and geodiversity  
in Berkshire 2009 
 
 
NI 197: Improved Local Biodiversity – proportion of Local Sites where positive conservation 

management has been or is being implemented. 
 
 
This report demonstrates the calculation of the baseline number of Local Wildlife 
Sites (LWS) and Local Geodiversity Sites (LGS) that can be said to be in positive 
management, a measure of performance being used by Government to assess Local 
Authorities success at protecting their local biodiversity.  
 
The implementation of positive conservation management, defined as management 
that contributes to maintaining or enhancing the features of interest for which a site 
has been selected, has been assessed by Thames Valley Environmental Records 
Centre (TVERC) across all six Berkshire Unitary Authorities using a standardised 
methodology, approved and verified by the Local Sites Partnership, the Berkshire 
Nature Conservation Forum.  
 
In Berkshire, a site was considered to be in positive management if at least 50% of 
the site was being managed in a way the protected or enhanced the biological or 
geological interest of that site. The baseline for Berkshire shows 39% of Local 
Wildlife Sites can be considered to be in positive management.  
 
National Indicator 197 Breakdown for Wokingham Borough Council: 
 
  Sites qualifying under Criteria  
Local Authority  Sites total 1 2 4 Total % Positive 
Wokingham Borough 
Council 121 26 11 8 45 37% 
              
Berkshire Total  768 221 36 40 297 39% 
 
The Wokingham baseline NI197 figure is very close to the county total and has a 
good range of management schemes, plans and active groups relative to the other 
Local Authorities in Berkshire.  Further advice and information to landowners on the 
agri-environment and woodland schemes, possibly through the LBAP Biodiversity 
Opportunity Area project work, could significantly help raise this indicator over the 
coming years. 
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1: Background Information  
 
1.1: Local Sites 
 
Local Sites are sites identified and selected for their substantive nature conservation 
value, taking into consideration the most important and distinctive species, habitats, 
geological and geomorphological features within a national, regional and local 
context. Recently revised criteria for LWS and LGS selection are available at 
www.tverc.org.uk. TVERC runs a ten-year rolling programme to survey and review of 
the network of sites in most of the Berkshire Authorities so the total number of sites 
can change annually so the percentage, not the number of sites should be compared 
on a annual basis. 
 

1.2: The Local Sites Partnership 
 

The Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum represents the Local Sites Partnership, 
responsible for agreeing the criteria and processes by which Local Wildlife Sites are 
selected.  The Site Selection Panel (a sub-committee of the this group) is responsible 
for agreeing to the selection, de-selection or modification of individual sites.  The 
broad membership of the Steering Group ensures that appropriate expertise is 
brought to bear on the process and that Local Authorities’ and land-owning interests 
are involved. 

 

The current membership of the BNCF is: 
 
Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust 
Bracknell Forest Borough Council 
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
Environment Agency 
Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group 
Forestry Commission 
Natural England 
Pang, Kennet & Lambourn Valleys Countryside Project 
Reading Borough Council   
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Borough Council 
Slough Borough Council 
Thames Water 
Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 
West Berkshire Council 
Wokingham Borough Council 
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2: Calculating N1 197 (Baseline value) 

 

2.1: Selecting sites in positive management 

 
Positive conservation management has been defined as management that is 
sufficient to conserve for the long term the features for which a Local Site was 
designated.  The initial reporting period is from 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2009, 
covering a five-year period.   
 

Baseline data was derived using the process set out below which was agreed at the 
meeting of the Berkshire Nature Conservation Forum on 03 June 2009. It was 
decided that for a Berkshire Local Wildlife Site to qualify as being in positive 
management there had to be evidence that at least 50% of the site was being 
managed in a way that protected or enhanced the wildlife interest of that site. The 
process for selecting sites in positive management is detailed bellow:  

 

Step 1: Environmental Management Schemes: Using GIS, the boundaries of Local 
Wildlife Sites (LWS) were overlaid with boundaries of land in qualifying 
environmental management schemes. The schemes used were: 

o Countryside Stewardship (CSS). Data provided by Natural England 

o Environmentally Sensitive Areas Scheme (GIS dataset provided by 
Natural England) 

o Environmental Stewardship (GIS dataset provided by Natural England). 
To qualify as in positive management only LWS under EL3, EL4, EK3, 
EK4 and HLS schemes were included. 

o Woodland Grant Scheme (GIS dataset provided by Forestry 
Commission) 

o England Woodland Grant Scheme (GIS dataset provided by Forestry 
Commission) 

 
If land within one of the above schemes overlaid with 50% or more of a LWS then 
that LWS was recorded as being in positive management. 
 

Step 2: Site Management Plan: A record was made of whether a site has a current 
site management plan, specifically those documents written by Forestry Commission, 
Woodland Trust, National Trust, BBOWT or Local Authorities for the conservation of 
the features of that site. All the local representatives from land owning conservation 
organisations and Local Authorities as well as additional organisations (such as the 
Environment Agency, Thames Water, FWAG, RSPB and local active groups, where 
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known) were contacted to ascertain where an active plan is in place on their land 
holding and work in ongoing.  

 

Step 3. Is the site relevant to BAP: A record was made of all the LWS that occur with 
the Berkshire Biodiversity Opportunity Areas. However, as the majority of these sites  
have yet to have positive action undertaken so sites could be included under this 
category. 

 

Step 4: Management guidance and advice: A record was made where a land owner 
of a LWS had received management guidance or advice in the last 5 years and 
whether it was know if this was acted on. This category also includes LWS that have 
active local groups that continue to work on the site, contributing the positive 
conservation of the features, but where an active management plan may not be in 
place or has expired. Land owners that have had management visits by partner 
organisations and expressed interest in under taking wildlife friendly practice on site 
where also considered here. Where there is evidence that management has been 
taken up sufficiently, then the site can be recorded as being in positive 
management.  

 

LGS Sites: The selection criteria for Local Geological Sites (LGS, previously known as 
Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS)) vary from the 
LWS so the Berkshire LGS group was consulted to determine whether any selected 
sites were under positive active management. Those selected were covered by a 
management plan that takes into account the geological aspects of the site or where 
active management is being undertaken. 

 

2.2: Calculating the NI197 indicator 

 

The indicator is a simple percentage calculated using the following equation:- 

X / Y x 100 = %  

X = number of sites in the Local Authority area where positive conservation 
management has been implemented on 50+% of the site within the last five years. 

Y= total number of sites in the Local Authority area at the time of reporting (As in 
the database of the 31st March 2009) 
 

 


