
 

In 2007 the Berkshire Nature  
Conservation Forum, with funding from 
Natural England and the six Berkshire 
Unitary Authorities, asked TVERC to  
define Conservation Target Areas in the 
County. Conservation Target Areas are 
wide landscape areas that are the most 
important for nature conservation within 
the County. The Target Area boundaries 
largely follow landscape scale features, 
such as river valleys, geology, hydrology 
and topography in order to select areas 
where there is potential for the  
re-creation of habitat typical to that area. 
Existing and future opportunities have 
also been taken into account. However, 
biodiversity considerations are the  
overriding factor and each area has a 
good concentration of designated sites 
with priority habitats and species.  
 
Once identified, these areas will become 
a focus for targeted conservation work 
and funding. The long term aim is to  
restore landscapes through the  
management, restoration and re-creation 
 of typical habitats and to link, buffer and 
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 restore the best sites within the  
landscape. Identification of Target Areas 
has certainly changed the way   
conservation action is progressed in  
Oxfordshire. Consultation about the  
target areas has resulted in useful sug-
gestions for changes to the TVERC draft 
boundaries. Approximately 30% of the 
county is covered by target areas.  
 
The areas in Wokingham under  
consideration are the River Loddon 
around  Dinton Pastures, the upper River 
Loddon,  The Chiltern Escarpment,  
Ashley and Bowsey Hills, Waltham 
woods and Parklands, Blackwater valley 
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gravel pits and the 
remnant heaths and 
woods between  
Finchampstead and 
Crowthorne. Further 
consultation with  
interested parties will 
be taking place in 
2008 before final 
adoption 

Proposed Ashley 
and Bowsey Hills 

CTA  
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Second Brood for Wokingham Barn 
owls 

Berkshire Biodiversity Courses for 
2008 

Sandhurst, Berks  
Trainer: Rod D'Ayala   
Cost: This course is free to all but a 
£10 deposit is required.   
   
Urban discovery  
Saturday 26 July 2008, 10am-3.30pm 
Reading City Centre 
Trainers: Lesley Dunlop (TVERC) & 
Tricia Marcouse (Reading Urban  
Wildlife Group) 
 Cost: This course is free to all but a 
£10 deposit is required.   
  
Ancient trees  
Saturday 16 August 2008, 10am-4pm  
Westmorland Park Pavillion,  
Bracknell, Berks  
Trainer: Martin Woolner (BBOWT)  
Cost: This course is free to all but a 
£10 deposit is required.   
  
If you would like more information 
about any of the courses or would like 
to book a place then please email 
Lindsay Watts of BBOWT at  
lindsaywatts@bbowt.org.uk or send 
you name address, email address and 
a £10 returnable deposit cheque to 
BBOWT to 
 
BBOWT Course Bookings 
FREEPOST OF2051 
Oxford, OX4 4BR 

BBOWT (Berks, Bucks and Oxon    
Wildlife Trust), Reading BC, Bracknell 
Forest BC and  Wokingham BC have 
teamed again this year  to run their 
very successful wildlife training 
courses.  The courses are  free to 
residents of  Berkshire, and aimed 
primarily at community groups, and 
interested individuals. The courses 
cover a wide range of wildlife issues 
and will be held at a variety of venues 
(see details below) 
 
Birds for beginners  
Saturday 19 April 2008, 11am-4pm  
Dinton Pastures Country Park 
(Wokingham District Council), nr 
Wokingham, Berks 
Trainer: Brian Clews (BBOWT)  
Cost: This course is free to all but a 
£10 deposit is required.   
  
Wild about gardens 
Saturday 26 April 2008, 10am-4pm  
BBOWT Office, Woolley Firs, nr  
Maidenhead, Berks 
Trainer: Maggie Piggott (BBOWT)  
Cost: This course is free to all but a 
£10 deposit is required.   
   
Wildflower identification and 
meadow management  
Saturday 14 June 2008, 10am-4pm  
Sandhurst Community Centre,  

broods. The 7 second brood chicks 
brought the total for 2007 to 37chicks 
and the total for the first five years of 
the project to 65. Young barn owls will 
be on the look out for territories and 
nesting sites in 2008 and hopefully will 
take advantage of a number of the 
projects boxes that have not yet been 
regularly occupied. 

Towards the end of summer 2007 it 
became apparent that there was a lot 
of activity at a number of the districts 
artificial barn owl boxes. Usually at 
this time of year all the chicks have 
fledged and the adults are busy  
putting on weight for the winter. The 
boxes were eventually checked by 
volunteer surveyors in October. Three 
of the districts established barn owl 
pairs were found be raising second 
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remove the rhododendron on the site. 
The group also decided to continue 
their work to convert the pine  
plantation areas to native broadleaved 
woodland by the removal of a number 
of mature pine trees. In addition to the 
ecological management necessary 
the two bridges that allow access to 
the site were also in need of repair. 
Once the group had secured quotes 
from local contractors to undertake 
the works, they set about applying for 
grants. The  Sita Trusts’ enriching 
Nature Programme was selected as a 
likely source and an application was 
submitted in early 2007. In December 
2007 APMC Ltd were informed that 
they had secure over 80% of the  
funding they required for the project. 
Work will start on the ground this  
winter and should be completed within 
a year. 
 
Ashdale Park Woods is a privately 
owned site and not open to the public. 

Ashdale Park Woods forms part of a 
larger Wildlife Heritage Site (WHS) in 
Finchampstead. The site was desig-
nated for its wet bog woodland  but 
supports areas of drier pine plantation 
and mixed broadleaved woodland. 
The site is managed by the Ashdale 
Park Management Company Ltd  
(APMC Ltd) which was formed by the 
residents specifically for this purpose. 
 
In the past the APMC Ltd have under-
taken the removal of a number of ar-
eas on pines in order to promote the 
regeneration of native broadleaved 
species. 
 
In recent years like many other wet 
woodland in the area, it has been  
invaded by rhododendron and laurel 
which has had a adverse impact on 
the native species on the site.  
 
The APMC Ltd were keen to address 
this issue and drew up a plan to  

Grant Success for Ashdale Park 
Residents Association. 

Dorothy Morley Awards 2008 

groups have been very successful 
and I am sure we can continue that 
tradition in 2008. The deadline for ap-
plications is the 31st May 2008. 
 
For more information and an  
application form please either contact 
contact the Community Wildlife Officer 
on 01628 829574 or by email 
cwotraineeberks@bbowt.org.uk.  
Alternatively visit the BBOWT web site 
at www.bbowt.org.uk/content.asp?
did=23518&level2id=5863&depth=1&r
ootid=5840  
 
The CPRE are running a  
separate awards scheme for school 
grounds (For more details contact 
Gloria Keene on 0118 9306756 or e-
mail:  
cpreberkshire@btopenworld.com) 

BBOWT are running the Dorothy  
Morley Conservation Awards again in 
2008. The awards are aimed at the 
best environmental/conservation  
projects in the county undertaken by 
community groups. The top prize is 
£500 with  a runner up prizes of 250.  
 
Projects which are eligible could  
include the following; 
o Managing or improving existing 

wildlife areas. 
o Tree or hedgerow planting. 
o Creating a wildflower meadow. 
o Enhancement of a village green 

for wildlife. 
o Restoration or creation of a vil-

lage or community pond. 
o Management of churchyards/

cemeteries for wildlife.  
 
In the past Wokingham community 

 



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham 
Borough Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

Wokingham Borough Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham Borough Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat 
to the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be  
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham Borough Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of     
Wokingham Borough Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the       
countryside and the improvement of its nature   conservation value.   

The Service manages 11 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 240 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 
Davis Street 
Hurst 
Reading 
RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

www.wok i n gham.gov .
uk/coun t rys i de   

Parish and Town Councils 
working for Biodiversity 

decided that we should run the audit 
again in 2010. 
 
Biodiversity Forum membership has not 
increased significantly in the past 6 
months. However  membership of the 
Yahoo group continues to grow steadily 
and now stands at 38. If you haven’t yet 
signed up for the Yahoo group but would 
like to then,  please send a blank email to 
this address ;   
wokinghambioforumsubscribe 
@yahoogroups.co.uk   
 
To send a simple message to the group 
the email address is  
wokinghambiofrum@yahoogroups.co.uk  
 
The next meeting of the WBF is at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 19th March  2008 
in the Loddon Room at Dinton Pastures  
Country Park.  

The Forum carried out it’s second audit 
of the Wokingham Borough parish and 
town Councils in 2007. Award certificates 
were handed out to representatives of  
Arborfield and Newlands PC, Earley TC, 
Ruscombe PC, Sonning PC,  
Swallowfield PC, Wokingham TC and 
Wokingham (Without) PC at the July  
forum meeting. The meeting also  


