
 

In August 2008 the council submitted the 
Wokingham Borough Core Strategy 
(WBCS) for public consultation. This  
vitally important document will guide the 
development of the borough for the    
period until 2026. The Core strategy  
contains a specific policy on Biodiversity 
which will provide protection for the    
Borough’s  designated sites and BAP   
priority habitats and species. Although 
there are no longer policies on protected 
species (as they are covered by other 
legislation), this does not mean that   
protected species will not be considered 
during the planning process. 
 
Central government through the South 
East Plan has set a figure of just over 
12,000 new houses for the borough in 
this period. The vast majority of these 
houses are proposed to be located in 4 
Strategic Development Locations (SDL), 
Arborfield Garrison, South of the M4 
(Junction11), North Wokingham and 
South Wokingham. A great deal of     
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ecological survey work has already been 
submitted to the council in support of the 
allocation of these SDLs and ecology 
should be addressed at the earliest stage 
of the design process. Whilst much of the 
document deals with delivery of this new 
housing, it is also concerned with the  
provision of the necessary infrastructure 
to support this development. In         
Wokingham, this includes new informal 
public open space and country parks as 
well as areas of Strategic Accessible 
Natural Green Spaces (SANGs) to     
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Bats and buildings  

Planning for Wokingham’s Wildlife—
(continued) 

accommodate the new natural green 
spaces. In addition to these SANGs 
the council is currently investigating 
providing an area of SANG to mitigate 
the impact of the small number of 
houses planned outside of the SDLs.  
 
In order to ensure that the WBCS  
delivers sustainable development the 
council is required to produce an   
Annual Monitoring Report. This will 
report on the key aspects of the     
Borough’s biodiversity such as area of 
BAP priority habitat and numbers of 
BAP priority species. Whilst we may 
not view the new houses with much 
enthusiasm, hopefully the WBCS will 
ensure that this development is as 
“green” as it can be. The WBCS is 
certainly a much more  positive    
document than its predecessors and 
in addition to mitigating and  
compensating for development      
impacts, it also promotes  
enhancement.  
 

“All developments should take       
account of the biodiversity, and where 
possible developments should       
contribute to the enhancement of the 
borough’s Biodiversity”. 
 

A copy of the document can be ob-
tained from the council’s web site at 
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/  

impact on the nearby TBH SPA which 
is made up of a series of 11 individual 
heathland sites that straddle the    
borders of Surrey, Hampshire and 
Berkshire. They were designated by 
the EU for their ground nesting bird 
populations (nightjars, woodlarks and 
dartford warblers). The impact from  
development in Wokingham would be 
through increased  visitor use of the 
TBH SPA, especially dog walkers 
which would disturb the birds. In order 
to mitigate this impact each of the 
Wokingham SDLs has to provide new 
areas of SANGs to encourage dog 
walkers not to visits the nearby TBH 
SPA. In total the WBCS proposes 
around 200 hectares of new SANGS 
associated with the SDLs. Whilst 
these sites will be designed to attract 
dog walkers they still have to be  
natural green space and should    
provide a huge  opportunity to create 
large areas of new wildlife habitats 
such as native woodlands, wildflower 
meadows,  wetlands and ponds. 
Whilst it is not essential that each of 
the SDLs provides it’s natural green 
space in a single parcel, it is likely 
that the minimum size for a SANG 
site will be over 10ha. Masterplans for 
each of the SDLs will be drafted in the 
next couple of years in order to show 
how each site can protect and       
enhance the existing biodiversity and                 

the distribution of bats within the    
borough. 
 
Between 2001 and the present day 93 
bat roosts have been found ranging 
from individual bats to large maternity 
roosts containing hundreds of bats. All 
but one roost contained either  
pipistrelles or brown long eared bats. 
The richest area for bats in the bor-
ough appears to be Hurst, Sonning , 
Wargrave and Remenham. Indeed 
Remenham is the only area where 
other species have been recorded. 

All 16 species of bats found in the UK 
are protected by both domestic and 
European law. Bats usually roost in 
buildings or trees and consequently 
are often effected by development. 
Since 2001 Wokingham  Borough 
Council  has been requesting that 
planning applications involving      
significant changes to buildings in 
certain areas of the borough are    
accompanied by a bat survey.  
 
This approach has not only improved 
the protection of bats in the borough, 
but also given a valuable insight into 
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robur), followed by ash (Fraxinus   
excelsior), lime (Tilia sp) and willow 
(Salix sp.).  There are 3 oaks with a 
girth (measured at a height of 1.5m) of 
over 8m, the largest being 10.5m, but 
that is unfortunately dead! 
As well as surveying trees, WDVTA 
arranges courses, lectures, walks and 
other activities.  The next training day 
for surveyors is 18th October and the 
next talk is Ted Green’s “Veteran Tree 
Archaeology” on 19th November.  For 
information about either of these 
events – or about WDVTA in general 
– contact Barbara Stagles  - 0118 978 
4013 - chair@wdvta.org.uk.    

Membership is free, so if you aren’t 
already a member, why not join? 

The Wokingham District Veteran Tree 
Association was launched in January 
2007.  One of its main activities is to 
find and record all the veteran trees 
within Wokingham Borough.  So far 
there are over 1600 trees and 1100 
photos in the database.  Members of 
WDVTA have access to this database 
via the members-only Yahoo Group.  
The association’s web site – 
www.wdvta.org.uk – hosted by 
TVERC, has an interactive Google 
map, showing the location of all trees 
on the database.  Clicking on a tree 
displays some details and links to all 
relevant photos. 
Two-thirds of the trees in the data-
base are English oak (Quercus     

Over 1600 veteran trees recorded 
by WDVTA.       By Elaine Butler 

Twyford Wood Fuel Project 
By Stephen Loyd 

provide financial support for both the 
planning and implementation of  
beneficial woodland management. 
However the government has  
recognised that there is a lack of the 
necessary wood fuel infrastructures 
and are encouraging woodland  
owners and  workers to establish  
facilities to aid the use of local timber 
resources. Consumers are also  
looking at wood fuel heating such as 
wood chips, particularly those  
establishments that require high  
temperatures such as care homes or 
schools. 
 
Additionally, there is increased  
interest by consumers in other  
traditional coppice products such as 
pea sticks, plant stakes, and bean 
poles (this spring saw the first  
National Beanpole Week promoting 
these products) which can add to  
income for woodland owners and 
managers. Discussion with interested 
parties is underway at present on a 
project based around the Twyford 
area. Contact Stephen Loyd on 01189 
345784 for more information. 

The recent progress report on the 
woodland BAP has revealed a      
general lack of progress in the     
management of privately owned 
woodlands in the borough. This  
situation is now ripe for possible 
change due to the alarming increase 
in the cost of fossil fuels and a   
government target of bringing an   
additional two million tonnes of timber 
into the wood fuel market by 2020. 
Many of our local woodlands are now 
in need of traditional coppicing that 
could provide a source of wood fuel 
for consumers. Tantalisingly for       
woodland owners and managers, the    
government strategy states that the 
main focus for finding the additional       
tonnage to meet the 2020 target 
should be England’s under-managed 
forests and woods.  
 
The Forestry Commission (FC) is 
keen to see the development of a 
wood fuel market because as it would 
offer an alternative source of income 
for hard pressed woodland owners. 
The FC currently offer a range of 
grants to woodland owners that      



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham 
Borough Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

Wokingham Borough Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham Borough Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat 
to the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be  
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham Borough Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of     
Wokingham Borough Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the       
countryside and the improvement of its nature   conservation value.   

The Service manages 14 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 143 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 
Davis Street 
Hurst 
Reading 
RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

www.wok i n gham.gov .
uk/coun t rys i de   

Biodiversity progress report 
Launched 

The Wokingham Biodiversity Forum met 
on the 9th July 2008 to launch the  
Wokingham Biodiversity Action Plan 
2003-2012 Progress report 2008. The 
meeting was hosted at St James Church 
Ruscombe. The  meeting was followed 
by an inspirational guided walk around 
the nearby Ruscombe Woods Nature 
Reserve lead by Stephen Loyd.  
 
The report can be viewed at  
 
www.wokingham.gov.uk/environment/
countryside/biodiversity/biodiversity-
action-plan/2008-progress-report  
 
 
The next meeting of the WBF is at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 18th November 
2008 in the Loddon Room at Dinton Pas-
tures Country Park.  

The Forum carried out it’s second audit 
of the Wokingham Borough parish and 
town Councils in 2007. Award certificates 
were handed out to representatives of  
Arborfield and Newlands PC, Earley TC, 
Ruscombe PC, Sonning PC,  
Swallowfield PC, Wokingham TC and 
Wokingham (Without) PC at the July  
forum meeting. The meeting also  
decided that we should run the audit 
again in 2010. 
 
Biodiversity Forum membership has not 
increased significantly in the past 6 
months. However  membership of the 
Yahoo group continues to grow steadily 
and now stands at 38. If you haven’t yet 
signed up for the Yahoo group but would 
like to then,  please send a blank email to 
this address ;   
wokinghambioforumsubscribe 
@yahoogroups.co.uk   
 


