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Earley Environmental Group recently had 
the honour of winning the 2008 Dorothy 
Morley Conservation award, a handsome 
sum of £500. The formal award         
ceremony took place on Saturday 4th       
October at the Interpretation Centre, 
Instow Road.  
 
The judges said that "The work           
undertaken by the Earley Environmental 
Group is excellent, both for improving 
habitats for wildlife and also for getting 
the local community involved in          
environmental work in their local area. 
We were particularly impressed with the 
amazing diversity of habitat which has 
been created and which is also very well   
managed. The work of Earley             
Environmental Group has made the   
Reserve a very interesting and           
accessible place for local residents to 
visit. There is excellent community     
involvement (good membership        
numbers, monthly talks and events and 
an excellent quality newsletter and    
website. The Earley Environmental 

Group also make good use of partner-
ships with local businesses, Conserve 
Reading on Wednesdays and Growing 
Places".  
 
The two runners-up also received their 
awards at the Interpretation Centre     
including  the Friends of Ruscombe 
Woods for the second time. Earley      
Environment Group follow in the foot-
steps of previous Wokingham winners 
Holt Copse Conservation Volunteers 
(2002) and the Friends of Ali’s Pond 
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The Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum 
aims to enhance the 
Borough’s  
biodiversity by ; - 
 
Promoting        
Awareness 
 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 
member groups. 
 
 
Enhancing the level 
of skills and       
knowledge within   
Forum member 
groups. 
 
 
Increasing     
community  
involvement in  
biodiversity within 
the Borough. 

(2004) and 
Emmbrook Infants 
school (2006).  
 
Wokingham groups 
have been either the 
winners or the       
runners up in every 
year that the Dorothy 
Morley Awards have 
been run. 



in any gaps and is more sympathetic 
to the wildlife that depend on a hedge 
than modern flailing. 
 
In the spring of 2009, local company 
SEGRO (the owners of the adjacent 
Winnersh Triangle Business Park) 
and members of the local community 
got together to plant 250m of new  
native hedgerow at Winnersh     
Meadows, (a public park owned by 
Wokingham Borough Council ). In   
addition to providing volunteers on the 
day SEGRO also provided the funding 
for  the project. The site itself is home 
to a large population of great crested 
newts and it is hoped that the new 
hedgerow will be used by the newts 
as both terrestrial habitat and as a 
corridor to connect the three breeding 
ponds. In addition the hedgerow 
should in due course increase the 
amount of available bird nesting   
habitat on the site. 

Twyford Parish Council has recently 
shown their commitment to conserv-
ing the local environment. Some of 
you may have noticed the works if 
you were driving past their Stanlake 
Meadow site over Christmas. Whilst 
the site itself is mostly devoted  to 
formal recreation it is surrounded by 
an old species rich hedgerow. This 
hedgerow had been mechanically 
trimmed and gaps were beginning to 
appear in places. In order to rejuve-
nate the hedge the PC decided that 
they would traditionally lay part 
(330m) of the hedge. Work began in 
December 2008 and finished in Janu-
ary 2009.  
 
Hedgerows are an important part of 
the landscape and provide valuable 
habitat for a wide range of wildlife. 
Hedgelaying involves removing dead 
wood and cutting part way through 
the base of the trees until they can be 
layed at an angle and held in place by 
stakes. This encourages regeneration 
from the bottom of the hedge and fills 

Action for Twyford and Winnersh 
hedgerows 

A New Nature Reserve for 
Wokingham Borough  
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Historically the site was thought to 
support a population of the  
internationally rare hazel dormouse 
although there have been no recent 
records. In order to enhance wildlife 
value of the site the Countryside  
Service intends to reinstate active 
coppice management on parts of the 
woodland. 
 
The site was formerly part of Windsor 
Great Park and Henry VIII had a  
hunting lodge  here. There are a  
number of veteran oak trees, the  
largest of which would have been  
present during his reign. 

Wokingham Borough Council’s  
Countryside Service is due to take 
ownership of eight hectares of ancient 
woodland (woods that have been 
constantly wooded since at least 
1600) and parkland in July 2009.   
Historically the site is known as Nores 
Hill Wood and is adjacent to the re-
cent Shinfield Park development. 
 
The ancient woodland is home to a 
wide range of wildflowers including 
carpets of bluebells in the spring, 
primroses, dog’s mercury and wood 
anemones.  The site is also home to 
the rare wild service tree which is only 
ever found in ancient woodlands.  



Emm, which it is believed was used 
by a grey wagtail; certainly this      
species is frequently seen along the 
river.  Encouragingly, about half the 
wedged shaped tree creeper nest 
boxes were used (by the intended 
species) both in Holt Copse and,   
perhaps rather more surprisingly, 
along the Emm.  Tits will use these 
boxes too, but their nests of moss, 
grass and feathers are easily         
distinguished from the much simpler 
nests of small twigs made by tree 
creepers. 
 
Nuthatches used three of their       
specialised boxes in Holt Copse for 
the first time in 2008.  This bird has 
the peculiar habit of plastering up the 
entrance to its nest with clay, or as in 
these cases, with material chipped 
from the tops of the nest boxes (made 
out of cement and peat), if it considers 
the hole too big.  Inside, the nests 
consisted of small chips of bark, which 
to the human eye looked most       
uncomfortable! 
 
Some of the other ‘specialised’ nest 
boxes were also used last year.  
These included half of the round , 
‘wren houses’ in both locations, and 
the owl box in Holt Copse. It is not 
known what species occupied this 
nest, but it was full of similar-sized (c. 
1 cm), disc-shaped faecal pellets, 
which were probably spherical before 
the chicks flattened them.   
 
Members are looking forward to    
seeing how many of the boxes are 
used again in 2009, particularly 
whether the tubular box built into a 
bank on the Emm is used by the   
kingfishers that are seen regularly 
nearby.   

The majority of the 80 or so nest 
boxes put up by Holt Copse         
Conservation Volunteers (HCCV) and 
Friends of The Emm Brook (FOTEB) 
in Holt Copse and along the Emm 
respectively, were occupied in 2008.  
Encouragingly most of the chicks 
probably fledged successfully too, 
because there were very few dead 
chicks or clutches of eggs in the nests 
when the boxes were checked and 
cleaned last autumn.  This contrasted 
with 2007 when many of the nests 
contained skeletons or eggs, the 
young birds probably having starved 
or perished in the cold, wet weather 
of that spring and early summer.  This 
happened all over the country in 2007 
and the poor breeding season was 
reflected in the much lower numbers 
of birds recorded the following spring 
(2008) in the survey of birds breeding 
along the Emm that FOTEB have now 
carried out for four years.  It will be 
interesting to see whether the       
numbers have recovered this year. 
 
The nest boxes have been in position 
now for up to four years, the majority 
having been bought with grants that 
both organisations received from 
Wokingham Borough Council      
Countryside Service and The      
Wokingham Society.  Because so 
many nest boxes are used, it is hoped 
that we can install more this autumn.  
The old nests were full of inverte-
brates when they were cleaned out, 
the commonest being fleas which  
became very active by February and 
March – inside the bags in which the 
nests were stored!  This shows how 
important it is to clean nest boxes 
every autumn.   
 
Almost all the nest boxes with circular 
entry holes, designed for tits, were 
used in both locations, but fewer of 
the open-fronted boxes, designed for 
robins, blackbirds etc. were occupied.  
An exciting exception was one      
installed under a bridge over the 

Successful Nest Boxes in Holt Copse and 
Along the Emm   By Mike Saynor 
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hectare of new reedbed on the lake 
which will help to encourage the site’s 
regular wintering bitterns. 
 
The Countryside  Service were also  
able to secure funding, again from 
Natural England, to de-silt one of the 
ponds at Keephatch Park. This      
historical pond was once full of frog 
spawn every spring but in recent 
years nearly a metre of silt had built 
up which had reduced the water depth 
considerably. Now this silt has been 
removed it is hoped that the pond will 
be alive with frogs and other wildlife 
again this year. 

Late in 2008 Wokingham Borough 
Council Countryside Service secured 
funding from Natural England to  
replace the hide on Sandford lake 
(part of Dinton Pastures Country 
Park) this winter. The project involved 
relocating the existing hide to a better 
location and converting the spit into a 
new  reedbed area.  
 
The new hide is a great improvement 
on the old as it is larger, has better 
access for all and is in a raised      
location that gives much better views 
across the lake. Once the newly 
planted reeds have established  
themselves there should be  about a 

New Hide and Reedbeds for 
Sandford Lake 

The remaining aspects of the project  
are currently being developed  for the 
stage two submission to the Lottery, 
but are likely to include new benches 
,litter bins, footpaths and signage.  
 
Many of the group are regular walkers 
at the site and are perfectly placed to 
inform the local Council’s Parks and 
Open Spaces Team where and when 
problems or issues are arising.    
However the Friends don’t intend to 
stop there and they are currently   
organising a inaugural Friends Work 
party to address some of the litter 
problems on the meadows. 
 
If you wish to find out more about the 
Friends Of Winnersh Meadows or 
would like to sign up please contact 
Janet Dodsworth on her email       
address below. 
 
janet.dodsworth@btinternet.com   
 

Monday the 20th April saw the in   
augural meeting of the Friends of 
Winnersh Meadows with Janet   
Dodsworth, elected as the groups 
Chair. The group was formed in    
response to a successful £50,000 
Heritage lottery Big Lottery Fund bid 
by Winnersh Neighbourhood Action 
Group and Wokingham Borough 
Council (NAG).  
 
As part of the project over 30 local 
people turned up for a recent         
Environmental Day sponsored by 
SEGRO who own and manage the 
neighbouring Winnersh triangle   
Business Park. The highlight of the 
day was  the planting of nearly 1000 
trees in a new 250m native hedgerow 
(see Action for Hedgerows article in 
this newsletter)  In addition to this 
work is due to start very soon on the 
construction of a further lined pond at 
the meadows. The pond has been 
designed to benefit the local great 
crested newt  population which is 
amongst the largest in Wokingham 
borough. 
 

Friends of Winnersh Meadows 
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link from the Yahoo web page at 
www.wdvta.org.uk  
 
WDVTA supports a district-wide Vet-
eran Tree Survey. In 2007 a major 
grant from the National Lottery 
Awards for All Fund enabled it to set 
up a local database, develop local 
teams and train volunteer surveyors. 
There are teams in 16 towns/ parishes 
of Wokingham Borough and two in 
Bracknell. About 60 volunteer survey-
ors are active at any time. The num-
bers of trees recorded can be seen on 
the web page with a link to WDVTA 
Map showing their location and, in 
many cases, photographs. In May 
2009 the tally was 2371 trees and 
1809 photographs.  

Wokingham District Veteran Tree   
Association (WDVTA) was             
established in 2007 to help ensure 
that veteran and other significant 
trees in the Borough of Wokingham 
were properly identified, protected 
and managed and to raise public 
awareness about the environmental 
and historical importance of these 
trees. In May 2009 WDVTA had over 
230 members of whom 55 have 
joined a members-only Yahoo site.          
Membership is free. The Association 
runs a yearly programme of talks and 
visits and regularly informs members 
about these, as well as general mat-
ters of interest about trees. Details of 
forthcoming events can be seen on a 

WDVTA Goes From Strength to Strength 

  By Barbara Stagles 

Berkshire Biodiversity Courses 2009 
conservation.  
  
An Evening with Bats* 
Saturday 1 August 2009, 6.30pm 
until late 
Bats are protected from being        
disturbed or handled by law, so bat 
detectors are invaluable to get to 
know them. This evening course is 
ideal for survey volunteers, beginners, 
or those wishing to improve their 
knowledge and ID of these fascinating 
mammals. The session will include 
some theory, looking at identification, 
species variation and habitats,       
followed by a practical session       
outdoors to teach you how to identify 
bats using a bat detector. We’ll also 
look at how to carry out a bat survey 
with expert help on hand and a good 
chance of seeing bats in the Park!  
 
If you would like more information 
about any of the courses or would like 
to book a place then please email 
Cathie Hasler of BBOWT at cathie-
hasler@bbowt.org.uk or send your 
name address, email address and a 
£10 returnable deposit cheque to 
BBOWT to ;-  
BBOWT Course Bookings 
FREEPOST OF2051 

BBOWT (Berks, Bucks and Oxon    
Wildlife Trust), Reading BC, Bracknell 
Forest BC and  Wokingham BC have 
teamed up again this year  to run their 
very successful wildlife training 
courses.  The courses are  free to 
residents of  Berkshire, and aimed 
primarily at community groups, and 
interested individuals.  
 
Both the remaining courses are to 
held at Sandhurst Memorial Park, 
Sandhurst, Berkshire. In addition we 
are hoping to run a course on the 
Identification and Management of Old 
Orchards in the late Autumn 2009 
 
Reptile ID Course 
Thursday 14 May 2009, 10.30am–
4pm  
An introduction to British reptiles,  
looking at their ecological importance 
as well as how to survey for them. The 
morning session will cover reptile  
conservation and identification and the 
afternoon will involve a practical    
session at a nearby heathland site 
where a variety of reptile species can 
be found and hopefully seen on this 
training course. Ideal for survey     
volunteers or anyone with an interest 
in reptile identification and             

For more details contact  
honsec@wdvta.org.uk   



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

Wokingham Borough Council 
Countryside Service 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 

Davis Street 

Hurst 

Reading 

RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingham
.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  Web !  

www.wok i n gham.gov .
uk/coun t rys i de   

Wokingham Borough Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat 
to the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be  
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham Borough Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of     
Wokingham Borough Council.  
 
The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the       
countryside and the improvement of its nature   
conservation value.  The Service manages 14 sites 
including Dinton Pastures, California and Charvil 
Country Parks,  and 143 miles of Public Rights Of 
Way. 

Wokingham Biodiversity Forum has met 
twice on the 18th November 2008 and 
the 25th March 2009. The Forum has 
now produced a number of case studies 
on projects that they have been involved 
with and it is hoped that  they will  inspire 
people to undertake  further biodiversity 
projects in the future. These can be 
found on the website below. 

 

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/
environment/countryside/biodiversity/
biodiversity-projects/  
 
The next meeting of the Wokingham   
Biodiversity Forum will be at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 21st July 2009 in the Shinfield 
Player Hall next to the Foster Wheeler 
building.  

Since the last issue of the Newsletter the 

Biodiversity Project Case 
Studies Available 

Wokingham 
Borough Council 
Countryside Service 


