
 

Veteran and ancient trees are an  
invaluable part of our heritage.  
Wokingham District is home to many of 
these trees, some of which grew in the 
original Windsor Great Park. They are of 
international importance and the UK is 
host to about 80% of those to be found in 
Europe. As well as being living evidence 
of our rural past, they are attractive  
landscape features and of great value as 
wildlife habitats. 
 
During 2005/6 volunteer surveyors have 
been mapping them out in Wokingham 
Town. This has been part of a project, 
funded generously by the Wokingham 
Society and supported by Wokingham 
District Council, to record all these  
important trees. So far over 270 have 
been recorded and survey work is  
continuing. The data collected is passed 
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first to the British Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers, then to the Woodland Trust 
and the Thames Valley Environmental 
Records Centre. All this will contribute to 
a nationwide survey. 
 
In 2006-7 the project is expanding into 
other towns and parishes in the district, 
including in particular Arborfield,  
Barkham, Earley, Finchampstead, Hurst, 
Shinfield, Sonning and Swallowfield, 
whose councils have contributed to  
funding a project officer to manage the 
data. There is a great deal of enthusiasm 
and volunteers are already being  
recruited and prepared for the survey 
work. Early next year two training 
courses will be held on Saturday  
mornings - February 3rd at St Pauls  
Parish Rooms and March 10th at  
Swallowfield parish hall. 
 
Wokingham Veteran Tree Association 
In addition to the survey project, a well 
supported public meeting in September 
indicated widespread concern about the 
protection of veteran trees. A steering 
committee was formed to set up a  
Wokingham District Veteran Trees  
Association. The aim was to promote the 
better identification, protection and  
management of these trees, to support 
the survey work and help increase public 
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awareness of their 
importance. 
 
The Association will 
be formally launched 
at an open meeting 
on Wednesday  
January 10th at  
Dinton Pastures 
Country Park from 
7.30– 9.30.  
Continued on page 2 
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 Restoration of Clare’s Green Field 
continues 

address over leaf.  
 
The site has been designated as a   
Wildlife Heritage Site (County         
importance for wildlife) for it’s         
wildflower rich grassland including 
such rare species as betony, burnet 
saxifrage and yellow meadow ants. 
Nationally, unimproved grasslands 
have declined by 97% since the 
1930s and it is a similar picture in 
Wokingham. There are less than 30ha 
of unimproved grassland left within 
the district.  
 
The works, once completed should 
ensure a bright future for  both the 
site’s diverse wildlife and its           
enjoyment by local people. 

Work is underway on phase 2 of  the 
restoration of Clare's Green Field in 
Spencers Wood. The site is changing 
fast with cattle grazing reintroduced to 
two fields in 2004 and the restoration 
of the ponds in 2005. This winter 
fencing is to be installed to            
reintroduce cattle grazing to the    
remaining field and approximately 
500m of new hedgerow is to be 
planted. It is planned to bring cattle to 
the site in spring of 2007. 
 
The project has been extremely  
popular with local residents who enjoy 
visiting the sites and a ‘Friends of 
Clare’s Green Field’ group was  
established very recently. If you are 
interested in becoming involved then 
please contact Andy Glencross at the       

Safeguarding Veteran Trees in 
Wokingham ... 

BTCV on 0118 9475039 or email 
a.noyes@btcv.org.uk . If you are also 
interested in the Wokingham District 
Veteran Trees Association please 
contact Barbara Stagles on 0118 
9784013 or 
bkstagles@btinternet.com. 

There will be short presentations by 
Andy Glencross, Wokingham District 
Council Biodiversity Officer and  
volunteers who have carried out  
survey work.  Admission is free and 
everyone is warmly welcomed. 
 
Anyone wanting details of the training 
courses should contact Andy Noyes, 

Campaigners in Knowl Hill and  
Wargrave are making a last-ditch  
attempt to stop Lindenhill Wood being 
destroyed by mining development. 
This ancient woodland could start 
disappearing next year if Grundons – 
the owners – go ahead with their per-
mission to extract clay from the site 
(given in 1947 by an interim develop-
ment order). A petition asking the 
company to abandon its plans has 

collected one thousand signatures so 
far, and about a hundred people 
turned up for a public meeting at 
Knowl Hill village hall on November 
20th to discuss the way ahead. The 
Biodiversity Forum is expressing its 
concern to Grundons and Wokingham 
Chief Executive. If you want to get 
involved or sign the petition then  
contact Helga Lehmann on  0118 
9402288.  

Linden Hill Woods under threat! 
By Helga Lehmann 
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wildlife that lives in and around the 
brook. The leaves from our autumn 
walk were pressed and used by the 
children to design a repeating pattern 
to decorate the border of the  
information board. The children were 
very keen to point out how dangerous 
water could be and felt there should 
be some sort of safety warning on the 
board. Their ideas were developed 
through literacy work into the Emm 
Brook Code modelled on the  
Countryside Code. Friends of the 
Emm Brook were a great help in  
contributing botanical, geographical 
and historical information. Many 
thanks to Robert Shelley of Shelley 
Signs for the design and manufacture 
of the board! 
 
We picked a warm sunny afternoon 
on Wednesday 27th September for 
the unveiling of our board on  
Riverside Walk behind Morrisons  
supermarket. Mr Allan, M.D of CALA 
Homes, and Cllr Angus Ross,  
Chairman of Wokingham District 
Council cut string while two children 
pulled back the paper to reveal their 
hard work. Everyone present was  
totally delighted with the new board. 
Unfortunately, as you may be aware, 
the board was vandalised and the 
next day it was found in the brook. 
The board is now back in all its  
splendour, bolted to a huge tree trunk.  

It all began in 2005 when I won an 
environmental award for an idea that 
involved the children in my class 
working on a project to improve our 
local area. The children wanted to 
provide information about wildlife and 
habitats around the Emm Brook that 
would be of interest to passers by. 
Perhaps I should add that I am both a 
local    resident and a teacher at The       
Hawthorns School. Friends of the 
EmmBrook (FOTEB) came along just 
at the right time for me and the      
organisation gave me the support I 
needed to raise funds for the  
information board. 
 
The children began their project in the 
third term of the Reception Year and 
it took almost 18 months to complete. 
We began with a summer walk to the 
Emm Brook and learnt about the  
importance of camouflage for the  
survival of small creatures such as 
caterpillars. Work continued into Year 
1 when the children visited the brook 
again in the autumn and in the winter. 
In the autumn we collected leaves 
and looked at the different trees  
growing on the banks of the brook. In 
the winter it was cold but the children 
all wrapped up and took Pooh Sticks 
to drop from one of the bridges.  
 
Back in school we learnt about the 
kingfisher and painted pictures of the 

First Information Board on the Emm 
By Stephanie Mckay 

Castle End Pond Ruscombe 

offending trees have been removed 
and the hedgerow towards the rear of 
the pond, traditionally laid. Phase 2  
involves the excavation of some areas 
of the pond to restore the water depth 
and is due to take place in late  
summer 2007. Eventually it is hoped 
that the pond will be colonised by 
Ruscombe’s thriving population of 
great crested newts (pictured). 

Ruscombe Parish Council have  
secured a grant of nearly £4600  
towards the restoration of their Castle 
End Road pond. WDC and  
Ruscombe PC themselves came up 
with the rest of the money and  
restoration is now underway. For a 
number of years the pond has been 
heavily shaded by surrounding trees 
and the water depth had been  
decreasing. Phase 1 of the project  
has  been completed and the  



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham 
District Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

Wokingham District Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham District Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat to 
the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be  
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham District Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of     
Wokingham District Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the       
countryside and the improvement of its nature   
conservation value.   

The Service manages 11 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 240 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 
Davis Street 
Hurst 
Reading 
RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

www.wok i n gham.gov .
uk/coun t rys i de   

Parish and Town Council 
Biodiversity Awards 

The recent drive to increase our   
membership has been very successful 
and we now have 179 members. We are 
only 21 short of our original target of 200, 
so if anyone knows anyone who might be  
interested in joining please contact Andy 
Glencross. 
 
If you haven’t yet signed up for the  
Yahoo group but would like to then,  
please send a blank email to this  
address ;   
wokinghambioforumsubscribe 
@yahoogroups.co.uk   
 
To send a simple message to the group 
the email address is  
wokinghambiofrum@yahoogroups.co.uk  
 
The next meeting of the WBF is at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 27th March 2007 in 
the Loddon Room at Dinton Pastures  
Country Park.  

Wokingham Biodiversity Forum has   
decided to repeat  the biodiversity audit 
of Parish and Town Councils they  
undertook in 2003 . Questionnaires were 
sent to all 17 Parish and Town Councils 
before Christmas and the closing date for  
returns is the 1st of March 2007.  Award 
certificates will be presented to the  
winning Councils at the July 2007  
meeting of the Biodiversity Forum. 


