
 

Sand martins are summer visitors to the 
UK and are one of the first spring  
migrants to appear, arriving mid-March to 
mid-April. The Loddon valley has  
historically supported a good population 
of sand martins, which have been closely  
associated with the gravel extraction 
sites in the middle Loddon Valley. Sand 
martins nested at the Summerleaze Lea 
Farm pit last year and were due to return 
this spring, to no active gravel workings 
in the valley for the first time in many 
years.  
 

In Africa, where the birds live in winter, 
they face severe droughts that have  
decimated their numbers.  When the  
surviving birds arrive in the UK in spring, 
the sand martins like to burrow into 
banks, quarries and cliffs, usually near 
water.  
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Promoting        
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 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 

member groups. 
 
 

Enhancing the level 
of skills and       

knowledge within   
Forum member 

groups. 
 
 

Increasing     
community  

involvement in  
biodiversity within 

the district. 
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However, the restoration of the last  
working gravel pit  (Lea farm) in the  
Loddon valley was completed in the  
autumn 2005. The bird is on the RSPB’s 
“Amber Birds at Risk” list and there was a 
worry that sand martins might become 
extinct in this area.  
 

To avoid a sand martin accommodation 
crisis in the Loddon Valley, two artificial 
walls have been built in time for the  
nesting season. These special walls, are 
constructed from concrete blocks,  
rendered and coloured to ensure they 
blend in to the surroundings, and  
contain around 90 nest tunnels each. 
One of the walls is located on the island 
at the council owned Lavell’s Lake Nature  
Reserve - part of Dinton Pastures  
Country Park. The second wall is located 
at the new nature reserve at Lea Farm in 
Hurst.  The walls cost in excess of 
£10,000 each and funding for the project 
was secured from the Environment 
Agency, English Nature (through Defra's  
Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund) 
and Wokingham District Council. 
 

Maintenance is the critical issue with 
sand martin colonies and the Friends of 
Lavell’s Lake have  agreed to monitor the 
breeding success and clean out both 
walls in the winter to keep parasite  
numbers low. 
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The latest news is 
very good with 
around 40 pairs  
nesting in each of the 
artificial walls.  
Hopefully numbers 
will continue to rise 
over the next few 
years. 
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 Bluebell Meadow Enhancements 

Wokingham’s Veteran Trees 

walking across the pond.  
 
The top picture shows the pond  
before works started, and the other 
two show the completed pond and 
bridge respectively.  
 
In addition to the works on the pond 
the council is in the process of  
converting about 1.5ha of short  
amenity grass to a wildflower 
meadow. Not only will the grass  
cutting regime be adjusted but the site 
was seeded with 5kg of wildflower  
seedmix. It is hoped that wildflowers 
such as oxeye daisies and cowslips 
will become a common sight here. 
 
The Council is currently investigating 
how biodiversity enhancements can 
be accommodated on our other large 
public open spaces.  
 
In addition if you know of a pond in 
need of restoration or a good place for 
a new pond then please contact Andy 
Glencross at the address at the end of  
this newsletter. 

The Wokingham District Council 
Parks and Open Spaces Team have 
undertaken major biodiversity  
enhancements to their Bluebell 
Meadow site in Winnersh 
 
During an initial public consultation in 
2006 about changes to the grass  
cutting regime, local people raised the 
issue of the bridge and pond. 
 
As a  consequence of the concerns 
raised by local people, the Council 
came up with a major programme of 
improvements to the pond and the 
bridge. It was necessary to consult 
English Nature (EN) on the plans as 
the pond is known to support a  
population of the legally protected 
great crested newt. 
 
Once EN had given the go ahead, 
contractors swung into action. Trees 
overhanging the pond or growing in it 
were coppiced before the excavator 
turned up to deepen parts of the pond 
to ensure that some water is available 
even in the driest years.  Finally the 
original bridge was renovated  
allowing local people to again enjoy 

and/or in reporting individual trees 
they know of, should contact BTCV’s 
Andy Noyes, the project liaison officer, 
by telephone on (0118) 947 5049, by 
email at a.noyes@btcv.org.uk. or  by 
letter to Wokingham Town Veteran 
Tree Project, BTCV, 16 Bridge Street, 
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AA  
 
In addition we are hoping to spread 
the project to further towns and  
parishes in the district. Much of the 
district used to form part of Windsor 
great Park and the landscape is  
particularly rich in veteran trees. So 
far we have had a positive response 
from three further parishes, Barkham, 
Swallowfield and Finchampstead.   

The Wokingham Town Veteran Tree  
Project has got off to a flying start. A 
leaflet has been produced and the 
first training course took place in 
January. There are now 11 active 
volunteer surveyors working in the 
town and they have to date identified 
109 trees with a trunk of over 1m in 
diameter. The largest so far are the 
London Plane tree behind Montague 
House and an Oak at the end of 
Simon’s Lane. They are both nearly 
2m in diameter and the oak is likely to 
be somewhere between 200 and 
500yrs old. 
 
The second volunteer training day is 
to be held on Saturday 24th June 
2006 at St Paul's Parish Rooms.  
People interested in booking a place 
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winter, and involved further clearance 
of pines, rhododendron and laurels in 
2 compartments on the site. In  
addition to the woodland works the 
project included the dredging of the 
old pond and the construction of a 
new foot bridge across the stream. 
 
Although the site looks very disturbed 
now, it will recover quickly. The  
remaining broadleaved trees now 
have the space to spread and the new 
broadleaved tree seedlings will have a 
chance to germinate and flourish in 
the bare ground. 
 
The works were funded by the  
Biffaward scheme, the Forestry  
Commission (through their English 
Woodland Grant Scheme)  
Wokingham District Council and  
Wokingham Without Parish Council. 

It is over 10 years since Wokingham 
Without Parish Council decided that 
they would like to enhance Pinewood 
for wildlife. Under advice, they  
initiated a project to return the pine  
plantation at Pinewood to a  
predominantly broadleaved  
woodland. In order to bring about a 
gradual change, it is important to  
undertake a conversion of this kind in 
stages. The whole project is likely to 
take between 20-30 years and consist 
of 4 or 5 phases.  
 
Scots pine is not native to southern 
England and it’s shade is not as  
attractive to native woodland plants 
and animals as that of native  
broadleaved trees.  
 
Phase 1 of removing the pines from 
the site took place in 1995/6. The 
second phase was untaken this  

Pinewood Project—Phase 2 complete 

Addercadabra! Make the adder count 

sightings or distant memories, stories 
from grandparents or anecdotes from 
friends, we want to know about them.  
People should not be put off if their 
recollections are a little hazy; we are 
keen to collect all information possible 
and have designed the survey to allow 
for this.  The project is suitable for 
everybody, all over the country, and 
we invite you to ‘Add an Adder’  
today.” 
 
To get involved with the ‘Add an  
Adder’ project log on to 
www.adder.org.uk.  The information 
collected will allow the Trust to map 
where adders are now and where they 
used to be in the past, to help build a 
picture of how their situation has 
changed over time. If you know of 
areas where adders are regularly 
seen locally you can contact the  
Berkshire Reptile and Amphibian 
group through Andy Glencross 
 

National amphibian & reptile conser-
vation charity, the Herpetological 
Conservation Trust, is calling for help 
from the public to gather information 
on Britain’s only species of venomous 
snake.  The ‘Add an Adder’ project is 
an online survey aimed at helping to 
understand how this much-maligned 
reptile is faring in the wild. 
 
Although the adder is found across 
Britain, it is very rare in some areas 
and many experts feel that it could be 
in serious decline.  The adder is a shy 
and secretive species, susceptible to 
disturbance and changes to its local 
habitat.  In many areas where it  
previously occurred it is now less 
common, and in some English  
counties it is at risk of extinction. Dr 
Chris Gleed-Owen from the  
Herpetological Conservation Trust 
says: “There is a wealth of knowledge 
about adders out there.  Whether 
people can tell us about recent  



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham 
District Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

Wokingham District Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham District Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat to 
the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be  
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham District Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of Wok-
ingham District Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the country-
side and the improvement of its nature conservation 
value.  

The Service manages 11 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 240 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 
Davis Street 
Hurst 
Reading 
RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

www.wok i n gham.gov .
uk/coun t rys i de   

Berkshire Biodiversity 
Courses 2006 

through Andy Glencross at the address 
below. 
If you haven’t yet signed up for the Ya-
hoo group but would like to then,  please 
send a blank email to this address ;   
wokinghambioforumsubscribe 
@yahoogroups.co.uk   
 
To send a simple message to the group 
the email address is  
wokinghambiofrum@yahoogroups.co.uk  
 
The next meeting of the WBF is at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 25th July 2006 in the  
Loddon Room at Dinton Pastures  
Country Park. The meeting will take the 
form of a quick business section with 
refreshments, followed by a walk around 
to Lavell’s Lake LNR to see  the new 
Sandmartins walls and hopefully the barn 
owl 

Wokingham Biodiversity Forum have 
again helped to organise the Berkshire 
biodiversity courses this year. There are 
spaces left on the two remaining course,  
Butterflies and Moths at the Earley  
Interpretation Centre  on the 1st July 
2006 and Fungi at the Sandhurst  
Community Centre on 21st October 
2006.  All courses must be pre booked 




