
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Greenways Consultation. We received more than 100 

responses. 

 

The key issues raised were: inclusive and extended use for horse riders using the Greenway, the 

safety of crossing Commonfield Lane for all users and general safety as a route to school. Other 

points raised were potential conflict of multi-use, flooding and access for those with disabilities.  

 

The main uses of the way from our consultation would be for recreational walking, horse riding and 

cycling. Walking and cycling to work were also identified as potential uses for some consultees as 

well as walking to school.  

 

Route to school 

As a result of the large number of consultation responses that raised this issue, the Council has 

decided to consider the possibility of including a sensitive designed lighting scheme along the new 

greenway route. Whilst we will include the below ground infrastructure for the lighting in the 

current works,  the installation of the lighting itself would have to be a later phase of the project.  

 

Inclusive and Extended use for Horse Riders: 

Further to the consultation we have also talked to the local representative of the British Horse 

Society (BHS). We understand that horse riders want as much access to the Greenway network as 

possible. Also, there are key links to bridleways on the southern side of Nine Mile Ride, 

Finchampstead bridleway 4 and Warren Lane, which equestrians would like to reach from the 

California Greenway to create circular routes. It has always been part of the Council’s Greenways 

project to include a link through the Country Park to Nine Mile Ride, and the Council is currently 

designing this section and aims to have this part of the project completed by Spring 2018. 

Consequently the section of the planned route to the Finchampstead Baptist Church (FBC) within the 

Country Park will exclude riders as the BHS has suggested that equestrian access will no longer be 

necessary with the link to Nine Mile Ride in place. 

 

Safety of Commonfield Lane crossing: 

The crossing of Commonfield Lane has been subject to a phase 1 safety audit by Highways and is will 

be safe to use by pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists. 

 

Potential Flooding 

The material we are using for the surface of the Greenway is porous paving which is made from 

gravel and re cycled tyres. As it is porous, we do not anticipate flooding of the path. 

 

Conflict of multi-use 

The signage for the route will include code of conduct signs. Users will be asked to be considerate to 

others using the way. In general, cyclists will be asked to give way to walkers and equestrians; and 

walkers to give way to equestrians.  

 

Access for Pushchairs and Wheelchairs 

The surface of the route will be smooth and slightly ‘bouncy’ due to the rubber crumb in the mix. 

This is ideal for all users including pushchair and wheelchair access. 

 


