
Notes from Arborfield Community Forum 20 March 2017 

Summary of discussion in Q&A session 
 
CEMEX application: 
 
Cllr Simon Weeks provided a summary of Finchampstead’s experiences with CEMEX who 
has operated in the area for 25 years. Main issues for Finchampstead have been noise, dust 
and traffic but the parish council has worked with CEMEX to minimise these. As most of the 
traffic leaves that site through Hampshire it is unlike the Bridge Farm CEMEX site.  
 
General planning update: 
 

• Progress is being made on Arborfield Cross Relief Road and an application should be 
submitted this summer. 

• Reading FC planning application has been submitted and WBC is awaiting comments. 
• The CEMEX gravel extraction planning application is now under consultation and 

residents can comment via the WBC website 
• The former horse hospital at Arborfield Garrison has been made safe and waterproof 

and there is likely to be a consultation on its future use later in the year 
• Planning consent has been temporarily given for a film studio at Arborfield Garrison. 

Night time filming can only occur ten nights a year and not for more than three 
consecutive nights.  

 
Major development interactive maps 
 
Improved interactive maps are now available on WBC’s website and residents can also sign-
up for regular newsletters on them. Visit http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/major-
developments/ to view the maps and sign up to the newsletter. 
 
Greenways and Nature Park 
 

• Consultation on the first Greenway has highlighted some issues: desire for increased 
equestrian access and the need for a safety audit on Commonfield Road. 

• It has also been made clear that parents of Bohunt School children do not see the 
Greenway as a ‘safe route’ to the school. 

 
Highways update: 
 
Comments on the need for speed limits on Nine Mile Ride and engineering work to support 
these were noted. It was also stated that the speed limit in Park Lane will be reduced, 
subject to Police support. 
 
The issue of any impact that the CEMEX application could have on the route of the 
Arborfield Cross Relief Road was raised and it was stated that there is currently no change 
to the proposed route and WBC is confident that it will be delivered and is working with all 
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landowners. Ultimately if voluntary acquisition is not possible WBC culd resort to 
compulsory purchase, though voluntary acquisition must be the first line of dialogue. 
 
Whilst the developers will fund the AxRR, WBC has forward funded it, we have a team 
working on its delivery and as such the Council will ensure the road opens as early as 
practicable. Whilst the Core Strategy Inspector’s report confirms that 750 houses could be 
built at Arborfield SDL before improvements to Arborfield Cross junction or new by pass are 
neededthere is no formal trigger as the Council is constructing the road and it  is currently 
on track to do so before the 751st dwelling is occupied  
 
The difficulties and delays in the Shinfield Eastern Relief Road at South of the M4 SDL were 
raised and it was pointed out that this road is being built by contractor Hochtief on behalf of 
the University of Reading – it is not a WBC project, though WBC were checking quality and 
safety and would not let the road open until it is fit for purpose.. 
 
The issue of safe routes to the Bohunt School was raised and it was confirmed that there are 
safe walking routes in place but not currently a safe cycle route from Finchamstead. There is 
a planned cycle route for the school and this is being investigated by WBC and the local 
ward members as there are significant issues to overcome. No date can currently be given 
for this. 
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