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Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) figures for 2008 report 
 
Biodiversity Core Output Indicators 
 
General information 
 
This is the fourth year of data collation and interpretation by TVERC for the Annual Monitoring 
Reports for each local authority area in Berkshire. A summary of the information collated is 
provided in a generic spreadsheet and is designed to place, as far as possible, the local data in 
a national and regional context. This year a more detailed commentary is provided for each 
area (see below) and comprises a brief interpretation of the information and notes on data 
quality and sources. 
 
In 2007 a review of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan priority habitats and species was published 
which has greatly changed the lists off biodiversity indicators making the comparisons to 
previous years in need of cautious interpretation, Additionally, as in the 2007 report, our 
determination of the amounts of the UKBAP habitat in the county has improved as a 
consequence of further habitat mapping work and new information from surveys and projects 
to identify ancient woodland, priority grasslands and traditional orchards. 
 
1 Change in area of UK BAP priority habitat 
 
Commentary 
 

The extent of BAP priority habitats in the Wokingham Borough Council area is given in Table 1.  
 
The work on the production and verification of a digital habitat and land use map for Berkshire 
as a dynamic database is the source of this indicator information. Work has been undertaken 
since 2007 to increase the accuracy of this map through survey verification (Wildlife Heritage 
Sites, recorders and ecologists verifying areas of the map). The grasslands mapped as BAP 
habitat have all been verified through detailed assessment of the indicator species through the 
review of the Grassland Inventory and a sample of the ancient woodlands and trees inventory 
has been verified and includes the woodlands smaller than 2ha that where not previously 
included in this inventory.  
 
In addition three of the new UK BAP priority habitats have been mapped and the new baseline 
information for ponds, all rivers and traditional orchards have been given. Changes to last years 
figures represent more detailed mapping and not an actual, on the ground change in habitat 
extent. 
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Table 1. Area of BAP priority habitat in the Wokingham Borough Council area 

UK BAP priority 
habitat type 

Revised 
baseline 

2008 
(hectares) 

Area in 
2007 

(hectares) 

Reason for 
change 

% of total 
land 

surface in 
WDC  

County 
context 

(hectares) 
 

UK 
context 

Eutrophic standing 
waters 177.1 200.74 

Areas <2ha 
may have 

qualified as 
ponds 1.01 1456.5 

1785km
2 

Fens – Unitary and 
County figures are 
an over-estimate 
due to difficulties in 
mapping this 
habitat) 17.8 17.8 

- 

0.10 108.5 

No data 
avail. 

Lowland beech and 
yew woodland 38.9 38.9 

- 
0.22 497.9 

30,000 

Lowland calcareous 
grassland 3.4 3.4 

- 
0.02 209.6 

<41,00
0 

Lowland dry acid 
grassland 0.9 0.9 

- 
0.00 109.0 

<30,00
0 

Lowland heathland 11.6 11.6 - 0.06 441.9 58,000 

Lowland meadows 9.5 12.2 

Grassland 
Inventory 

reassessed 0.05 224.7 

15,000 

Lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland 842.7 852.7 

Survey and 
Woodland 
Inventory  4.72 7557.0 

No data 
avail. 

Lowland wood 
pastures and 
parkland 193.9 193.9 

- 

1.09 1128.5 

10,000-
20,000 

Mesotrophic lakes 19.8 - - 0.11 21.5  

Ponds 4.7 - 
New BAP 

Habitat 0.03 13.7 
 

Purple Moor grass 
& rush pasture 0.3 0.3 

- 
0.00 9.4 

 

Reedbeds 0.6 0.6 - 0.00 40.4 5,000 

Rivers 8.7 8.7 
New BAP 

Habitat 0.05 158.9 
 

Wet woodland 99.2 99.2 
- 

0.55 448.8 
50,000-
70,000 

Total area of 
BAP priority 
habitat 1235.2 1431.9 

 

6.92 12,426.6 

No 
data 

avail. 

 
Total area of Wokingham Borough Council is taken as 17,840ha 
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Information sources  
TVERC UK BAP priority habitat mapping uses available field survey data and site field survey 
reports, complemented by digital aerial photography. The primary datasets used to generate 
the mapped material are: 
 Wildlife Heritage Site project surveys in the 1990s and 2000s, with the highest quality 

material generated in the last five years;  
 Natural England SSSI notification surveys undertaken mainly in the 1980s, but 

complemented by site habitat condition monitoring visits data from the last five years, 
provided through the Natural England web site; 

 BBONT habitat surveys undertaken in Berkshire in the mid-1980s; 
 BBOWT habitat mapping of BBOWT Reserves 2003-present; 
 habitat surveys (such as chalk grassland and calcareous fen) undertaken by NCC/English 

Nature in the mid-1990s, summarised in report format; 
 NCC grassland and woodland inventory site survey sheets from the 1980s and updated in 

2007 – 2008 
 Consultancy survey reports and associated species and habitat data. 
 
Quality of the information  
The quality of the mapping is variable as it is dependent on the quality of the source survey 
material – older survey data, or decisions made purely on aerial photographic interpretation - 
introduce less certainty in the determination of the habitat. Any doubts about the accuracy of 
the mapped material are attached to the mapped polygons themselves. Mapping was 
undertaken primarily at a 1:250 scale. 
 
Future data needs  
Whilst a full habitat map has been created for Berkshire there are still large areas where the 
information comes primarily from aerial photographic interpretation. We are working with the 
various species atlas groups who will survey every tetrad of Berkshire over the coming years to 
and have agreed to ground truth the map as they do so.  
 
Having established the baseline, information which identifies the changes in area of these 
habitats over time is fundamental to this indicator. Similarly, information on the reasons for 
change is essential to help inform the AMR process. A monitoring methodology and 
mechanisms for recording change at Local Authority level, including the impact of development, 
are both required to assist this process.  
 
 
 
2. Change in number of UK BAP priority species 
 
Commentary 
The change in number of BAP priority species is given in Table 2 below. Note this large increase 
is attributed to the change in the list of UKBAP priority species from last year which includes 
hundreds more species. 
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Table 2. Change in number of BAP priority species 
 

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 

Numbers of 
BAP priority 
species 

34 33 33 83 

 
The details of the species are given in Tables 3. Those species added to the list since the 
revisions are highlighted in bold. 
 
Table 3. UKBAP priority species recorded in Wokingham Borough Council 
  

English_Name Scientific_Name Comments 
Copse-bindweed Fallopia dumetorum  

Marsh Stitchwort Stellaria palustris  

Tower Mustard Arabis glabra  

Tubular Water-Dropwort Oenanthe fistulosa  

Stag Beetle Lucanus cervus  

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages  

Grayling Hipparchia semele  

Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae  

Wall Lasiommata megera  

White Admiral Limenitis camilla  

White Letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album  

Hornet Robber fly Asilus crabroniformis  

Freshwater Crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes Possibly now extinct 

Eel Anguilla anguilla  

August Thorn Ennomos quercinaria  

Beaded Chestnut Agrochola lychnidis  

Blood-vein Timandra comae  

Brindled Beauty Lycia hirtaria  

Brown-spot Pinion Agrochola litura  

Buff Ermine Spilosoma luteum  

Centre-barred Sallow Atethmia centrago  

Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae  

Common Fan-foot Pechipogo strigilata  

Dark Spinach Pelurga comitata  

Dark-barred Twin-spot 
Carpet Xanthorhoe ferrugata 

 

Dot Moth Melanchra persicariae  

Ear Moth Amphipoea oculea  

Feathered Gothic Tholera decimalis  

Figure of Eight Diloba caeruleocephala  

Flounced Chestnut Agrochola helvola  

Forester Adscita statices  

Ghost Moth Hepialus humuli  
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English_Name Scientific_Name Comments 

Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis  

Mottled Rustic Caradrina morpheus  

Powdered Quaker Orthosia gracilis  

Rosy Rustic Hydraecia micacea  

Rustic Hoplodrina blanda  

Sallow Xanthia icteritia  

September Thorn Ennomos erosaria  

Shaded Broad-bar Scotopteryx chenopodiata  

Shoulder-striped Wainscot Mythimna comma  

Small Emerald Hemistola chrysoprasaria  

Small Phoenix Ecliptopera silaceata  

Small Square-spot Diarsia rubi  

Spinach Eulithis mellinata  

Streak Chesias legatella  

White Ermine Spilosoma lubricipeda  

Adder Vipera berus  

Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara  

Common Toad Bufo bufo  

Grass Snake Natrix natrix  

Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus  

Slow-worm Anguis fragilis  

Bittern Botaurus stellaris  

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula  

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  

Dunnock Prunella modularis  

House Sparrow Passer domesticus  

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 

 

Linnet Carduelis cannabina  

Marsh Tit Parus palustris  

Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus  

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus  

Skylark Alauda arvensis  

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  

Starling Sturnus vulgaris  

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus  

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur  

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix  

Woodlark Lullula arborea  

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava  

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella  

55 Khz Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 55kHz  

Noctule Nyctalus noctula  

Harvest Mouse Micromys minutus  
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English_Name Scientific_Name Comments 

Brown Hare Lepus europaeus  

Water Vole Arvicola terrestris  

Otter Lutra lutra  

 
A comprehensive list of UKBAP species associated with individual Berkshire Unitary Authorities 
is given in the spreadsheet, Annex 2. Wokingham area has 51% of the countywide list of 
UKBAP priority species.   
 
Information sources 
The list of BAP priority species in the County is derived from the national revised list of priority 
species (UK BAP website). The list for each UA contains the species most likely to still be extant 
in the area.  
 
The main source of these data has been the TVERC Recorder database with a threshold date of 
1990 taken to make a judgment, i.e. any records before this date were investigated and in 
most cases discounted. All species on the list were also cross referenced with the national  
database of the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) and recent local publications and atlases, 
e.g. the Berkshire Flora. A list of publications and sources of information are provided below: 

 Recorder 6 database for Berkshire held by Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 

 NBN (National Biodiversity Network)  - data sources listed and mapped on NBN Gateway  
 Crawley, M.J. (2005) The Flora of Berkshire. Brambleby Books 
 Harvey, M (1998) A review of BAP invertebrates in Berkshire. BBOWT report 
 www.ukbap.org.uk/NewPriorityList.aspx National list of UK BAP priority species 

 
Quality of the information 
It should be recognised that the list of BAP priority species in the County is as much a reflection 
of the presence and/or the absence of species as the amount of effort applied by Recorders in 
surveying and observation. Lack of records for a species therefore does not always reflect an 
absence of that species in the County. The quality of information provided this year has 
improved with the continued review of the distribution of these species. 
 

 

Future data needs 
TVERC actively supports recording and recording groups in the County and is building good 
overview of the distribution of species and indeed the information on these species in the 
County. Recording depends on the commitment and dedication of local naturalists and most of 
the records held by TVERC come from this route. Gaps in the provision of information on these 
species can be identified and TVERC can assist recorders in targeting survey and field effort. 
This is an ongoing process and is essential for the future monitoring of this indicator. 
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3. Change in area of sites designated for their intrinsic environmental value – SSSIs, 
SACs, SPAs and Wildlife Heritage Sites (WHS). 
 
Commentary 
In this report change is described in terms of the numbers and areas in each designation in 
Table 4 and the broad reasons for change are summarised.  
 
There has been no change in the area of statutory sites, i.e. SSSIs, SPAs and SACs since the 
last report, but some significant changes in the extent and numbers of the non statutory 
Wildlife Heritage Sites (WHS) in some areas of the County. Four new Regionally Important 
Geological Sites (RIGS) have identified and selected at panel across the County, one of which is 
in Wokingham Borough Council area. 
 
The negative trend in change in area of WHS in the Wokingham area is mainly due to 
inappropriate habitat management so that they no longer met the WHS criteria (two sites were 
deselected on this basis) and loss in areas due to more accurate mapping of the boundaries. 
This has resulted in a net loss of 4.3 hectares.  
 
The lack of management and/or inappropriate management of WHS and the increased pressure 
from development are the biggest threats to these areas.  
 
Table 4. Areas of sites designated for their intrinsic environmental value 

Designated site 

Area in 
hectares 
(2007) 

Area in 
hectares 
(2008) 

No. of 
sites Details of change 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs) 27.04 27.04 4 None - stable 

Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) 0 0 0 None - stable 

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) 0 0 0 None - stable 

Wildlife Heritage Sites (WHS) 1337.1 1332.8 134 

Negative change in number and 
area of WHS as two sites were 
deselected and one new 
proposed site was selected. A 
net loss of 1 WHS and 4.3ha 

Regionally Important Geological 
or Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) 0 1.4 1 

Increase as one new site 
notified in 2008 
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Information sources 
Wildlife Heritage Sites TVERC administers the WHS process on behalf of the Unitary 
Authorities in Berkshire. TVERC are committed to survey approximately 10% of the total 
Berkshire sites each year. The information on change reported here relates to the findings from 
the surveys in the previous year (in this case 2007), and this is due to the timing of the 
Selection Panel meetings. Figures for changes in the area are derived from analysis of digitised 
site boundaries. 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest Data on SSSIs are derived from the digitised site 
boundaries layers obtained from Natural England 
Special Areas of Conservation Data on SACs are derived from the digitised site boundaries 
layers obtained from Natural England 
Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites Data on RIGs are derived 
from the digitised site boundaries layers and documentation compile for the Berkshire RIGs 
group. 
 
Quality of the information 
Designated sites tend to be well monitored and accurately mapped. The continued review of 
WHS in Berkshire by TVERC through field survey and boundary review has enabled an ongoing 
improvement in quality of this dataset. Through further funding by TVERC the Berkshire RIGS 
group has been able to increase their survey effort to identify and put forward further 
geological and geomorphological sites. 
 
Future data needs 
There is an ongoing requirement for up to date SSSI, SPA, cSAC and WHS data in the County. 
The continued support of the Unitary Authorities and Natural England to TVERC is essential for 
this indicator to be applied to the AMR process in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TVERC 
October 2008. 
 


