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Please refer to the full document prepared 
by EPR of which the following is an extract; 

2.1 The overall habitat management strate-
gy for the site is illustrated on the Landscape 
and Habitat Management Strategy.  It iden-
tifies the location of the habitats to be man-
aged and briefly describes how the aims of 
the HMS will be achieved.  Further details for 
each of the habitats are provided below.

Woodland 

2.2 A 15m vegetation buffer will be provid-
ed to the south of Lane End Wood to provide 
a buffer against disturbance and pollutants 
from the development) in line with Natural 
England’s Standing Advice.  This conserva-
tion margin will be enhanced and improved 
through supplementary understorey plant-
ing, and will be graded to provide a natu-
ral progression from trees to scrub to long 
grass.  This will also provide an enhanced 
foraging area for bats.

2.3 In order to ensure that biodiversity is 
both protected and enjoyed a limited num-
ber pathways will be created through the 
woodland, with the potential to link with rec-
reational areas to the north west of the de-
velopment.   These will be oriented directly 
across the woodland to minimise intrusion 
and will be directed away from any Badg-
er Setts. Natural features such as Bramble 
clumps and tree trunks will be used to con-
trol access in other areas and interpretation/
information boards and signs for the control 
of dogs will be installed.  

2.4 A cutting/coppicing regime for trees 
within the woodland that is appropriate for 
the resident flora and fauna will be imple-
mented and log and brash piles will be creat-
ed with the arisings.  

Ecological Corridor

2.5 A mosaic of habitats will be created and 
managed within the Ecological Corridor  to 
provide groups of trees, patchy scrub and 
tussocky grassland and areas of short grass-
land.  This will be achieved through planting 
and a mowing regime of varied frequency, 
with the short grass areas being mown more 
frequently than the longer grass areas.  The 
area will be managed to maintain roughly 
70% grass, 20% scrub, and 10% trees.

2.6 This diversification of habitat will en-
hance the area for invertebrates, Badgers, 
reptiles and bats.  Structural features such 
as log piles, brash piles and compost heaps 
will be created in suitable areas along with a 
hibernacula to further enhance the area for 
reptiles through provision of features for hi-
bernation, breeding and shelter. 
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Major new  tree groups on relief 
road boundary i.e. Ash, Oak, 
Beech with secondary trees i.e. 
Birch, Cherry and Field Maple.

Major new  trees planted as 'outriders' from existing 
woodland i.e. Ash, Oak, Beech and Lime.

Hibernaculum to be provided 
in a secluded area of the 
existing scrub vegetation.

Ecological Corridor - Summer meadow grass to 
provide flowers and seeds for wild-birds, bees and 
butterflies with mown grass paths and lawn areas 
for recreational use.

Existing pond to be planted with occasional groups 
of native waterside trees and shrubs to improve its 
setting and appearance and enhance biodiversity 
i.e. Alder, Willow, Dogwood.

New shallow swale to act as storm 
water attenuation as part of a 
sequence of green spaces across 
the site bordered by groups of 
native trees.

Ecology Corridor with 
meadow grasses and 
groups of native trees.

New shallow swale to act as storm water attenuation as part of a 
sequence of green spaces across the site bordered by groups of 
native trees.

New trees on Cutbush Lane to improve screening of the site 
and enhance the long-term character of the lane itself.

Trees to be located throughout the residential areas to soften and enhance 
the environment using species with attractive characteristics of a mature 
scale appropriate to the size of space in which they are to grow.

ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENTS

A range of measures to enhance habitat for wildlife;

Stag Beetle Habitat - Log pit with 500-750mm long 
site derived logs arranged vertically on end in a pit 1 
x 1m square by 300mm deep and back-filled with soil 
leaving the log ends above ground.

Reptiles/Grass Snakes - Gravelled Basking Area

An area of approximately 10m x 2m will be carefully 
scraped back under ecological supervision until the 
topsoil has been removed. This scrape will then be 
filled with 20mm diameter gravel to a depth of approx-
imately 100mm. This will suppress any plant growth, 
resulting in a permanent basking area. Vegetation in 
the immediate vicinity of this gravelled area will re-
main un-cut to allow permanent refuge habitat for 
reptiles while basking.

Log/Brash Piles

To provide diverse structure within a brash pile, it is 
recommended that the central core be compacted, 
while the outer layers are laid more loosely on top. 
Brash piles should be maintained by adding additional 
material as the pile decomposes, this can be provid-
ed from ongoing tree and scrub management. These 
piles will increase the availability of invertebrate food 
for common lizards and also provide additional areas 
of refuge.

Hibernaculum

Hibernaculum to be set within existing vegetation 
orientated on an east-west axis and sited with a 
south-facing aspect in full or partial sun, with tree or 
scrub cover immediately to the north. The hibernac-
ula will measure approximately 4m x 2m and be ap-
proximately 1m high consisting of a pit with hardcore, 
bricks, rocks and rubble at the base of the pit and a 
mixture of tree roots, cut logs and brash randomly 
placed on top.  The retained turf should then be used 
to cover the construction.

Bat and Bird Boxes

Bat and Bird Boxes are to be attached to existing trees 
adjacent to appropriate habitat and flyways around 
the site.

ECOLOGY ZONES

These areas will be designed to create a biodiverse 
landscape with a natural succession of vegetation 
types as follows; 

Principal Structure Trees
Native Tree Groups
Woodland Edge Shrubs
Long Meadow Grass
Shorter Species Rich turf
Mown Turf with native Bulb Groups.

Principal Native Structure Trees 
Individual Trees   Groups of Trees

Oak      Alder
Ash (Subject to availability) Birch
Alder     Field Maple
Willow     Hornbeam
Beech
Lime

Woodland Edge and Shrub Layer

Corylus avellana   Cornus alba
Crataegus monogyna  Ligustrum vulgare
Prunus spinosa    Viburnum lantana
Viburnum opulus   Ilex aquifolium
Taxus bacatta    Ulmus procera

Residential Areas  - Landscape Strategy

In order to maximise the potential for wildlife in terms 
of forage and shelter and to contribute to local species 
diversity within the residential areas the planting 
scheme will include a high proportion of native and 
fruiting/flowering non-native wildlife friendly species 
of trees, hedgerows and shrubs. The scheme will 
consist of the following principal elements;

New potentially large native trees.
Medium sized new native trees.
Flowering, garden scale trees with berries and pollen.
Native hedges defining boundaries.
Butterfly Gardens - Flowering shrubs for Butterflies.
Bee Gardens - Pollen and Nectar Rich Plants for Bees.
Climbing Plants and Wall Shrubs.
Wildflower Grass - Allowed to grow, flower and set 
seed.
Species Rich Turf - Managed at 50mm long.
Mown Turf with areas of native bulbs.

SPECIFICATION NOTES

Plant Material and Workmanship to be in accordance 
with MCA Landscape Specification and the following 
British Standards;

a)  BS 8545:2014 Trees: from nursery to independ-
ence in the landscape. Recommendations.
b)  All trees, shrubs and hedge plants supplied shall 
comply with the requirements of British Standard 
3936, Specification for Nursery Stock.
c) All pre-planting site preparation, planting and 
post-planting maintenance works shall be carried out 
in accordance with the requirements of British Stand-
ard 4428(1989) Code of Practice for General Land-
scape Operations (excluding hard surfaces).
d) The use of chemicals (herbicides, insecticides, fun-
gicides and slug pellets etc) is discouraged and all sub-
stances used shall be biodegradable and non-residual.
e) The use of chemical fertilisers is discouraged and 
preference would be for well-rotted manure to be used 
instead.
f) Soil conditioners, mulches etc. shall be peat free.




