
St Crispins Skate Park Consultation Findings 
 

 

Introduction 

The consultation on St Crispin’s Skate Park ran from Monday June 1 to Friday July 7 with the aim of assessing 

the suitability of the current location and facilities in the light of some anecdotal evidence of issues for local 

residents and the opportunities for additional or alternative provision afforded by the Strategic Development 

Locations and resulting developer contributions for youth facilities. 

The consultation used four methods to gather information: 

1. An online survey open to any respondent 

2. A Facebook page inviting open comment about the skate park 

3. Two drop-in sessions held at the skate park to get opinions directly from park users 

4. A feedback form provided directly to key stakeholders  

The consultation was publicised via: 

• Local media 

• WBC social media 

• WBC website 

• A letter-drop informing residents and businesses near the skate park of the consultation details 

 

 

Online survey feedback and comments (130 responses) 

 

Question 1. How important is for young people to have somewhere to exercise and socialise outdoors 

Very important 123 

Quite important 6 

Not particularly important 1 

Unimportant 0 

 

 

Question 2. Do you or any of your family use St Crispins Skate Park 

Yes 54 

No 76 

Question 3. Which of the following applies to St Crispin’s Skate Park  

Safe 

Some comments focused on fears for safety of younger users due to presence of older 

teenagers although this was not universal experience 

52 

Well-located 

Wide discrepancy of views offer on location although distance from train station raised 

as an issue in several responses 

46 

Good facilities 

Limited number of comments although some expressed preference for concrete facility 

43 

Poor facilities 

Limited number of comments although several expressed feeling that park is out-dated 

22 

Well-maintained 

Limited comments with no significant complaints raised 

31 

Poorly-maintained 

Limited comments but litter/broken glass noted by several respondents 

23 

Meets current demand 

Limited response but some feeling that larger / additional facility could be merited 

25 

Does not meet current demand 

As above, feeling expressed that a larger / additional facility is needed. Also comments 

that design could be improved to make better use of space and/or a new park could 

have a more modern / improved design 

33 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments on other facilities that could be provided in Wokingham 

A limited number of comments received but the one issue that was raised on a number of respondents was a 

general lack of activities / facilities for teenagers, with some specific suggestions of a youth club, additional skate 

park and parkour facility. 

 

As above, comments on whether a skate park or other youth facility should be separated from areas for younger 

people or not were mixed.  

 

 

  

Question 4. Have you witness anti-social behaviour at the skate park 

Yes 27 

No 98 

Question 5. Where do you live 

Wokingham Town 82 

Elsewhere in Wokingham Borough 32 

Outside Wokingham Borough 11 

Comments on Anti-Social Behaviour 

Although a large majority of respondents did not report witnessing any anti-social behaviour, there were some 

issues that reoccurred in a number of comments. The key issues raised were: 

Drugs and underage drinking: 

The most commonly reference issue by respondents was drug taking (linked in some cases with under-age 

drinking). None of these comments explicitly link the location or design of the skate park  

Problems caused at night / out-of-hours: 

Most of the respondents who reported having witnessed ASB mention problems at night when the skate park is 

closed. These relate to noise, drug abuse, underage drinking, occasionally to harassment of neighbours and 

vandalism. The parks proximity to houses was cited as a problem by some nearby residents. 

Other issues: 

• A few respondents report younger users being put off using the park by older groups due to intimidation, 

bad language and/or drinking and drug taking. This was not a widespread response and other respondents 

noted a welcoming/community atmosphere. 

• Very few respondents raised any issues specifically related to those using the park – only one comment 

was made about the noise of wheels and some respondents stated the belief that problems are caused by 

non-skaters congregating in park 



 

Feedback from key stakeholders: 

 

Feedback was provided by six stakeholders: 

• Wokingham Town Council 

• Wokingham Local Police Area  

• Norreys and Wescott NAG 

• Town and Evendons NAG 

• WBC Community Safety  

• St Crispins School 

All feedback forms are attached 

 

Feedback from stakeholders was reasonable consistent in its support for retention of the current site, with five 

of the six responses favouring this option (with some provisos). 

The notable exception was the very strong objection to this option from St Crispin’s School, which expressed 

preference for an alternative site and raised a number of serious issues with the current location. 

Key issues raised in favour of current location: 

• Very few incidents relating to skate park reported to police (none this year) 

• Generally respectful/genuine skate park users encountered when police and community safety officers 

visit site 

• Good location – reasonably central and close to amenities 

Issues raised by St Crispin’s School: 

• Reputation for anti-social behaviour at current site 

• Graffiti, vandalism and thefts at site 

• Drug dealing aided by location (proximity to main road) and presence of ramps (as means of 

concealment) 

• Impact on staff living in key worker housing (late night noise and ASB) 

• Negative impact on St Crispin’s Students (encouragement to truant) 

• Impact on reputation of school 

• Skate park users intruding on to school site to use facilities 

• Behaviour onsite not managed by anybody 

Other issues raised: 

Wokingham Borough Council’s Community Safety Team’s response expressed a need for improved security at 

the site in order to ensure it is not used as a place to congregate in the late evenings/ through the night by 

under-age drinkers and other who cause disturbance to nearby residents 

 

The Town and Evendons NAG supported retention of the site but called for an additional site to be provided in 

the town centre to cater for increasing demand caused by the additional houses. 

 

 

There is a clear contradiction between the comments provided by St Crispin’s School and those of other 

stakeholders that is difficult to reconcile in particular with the evidence from Thames Valley Police and WBC 

Community Safety Team of the low number of reported incidence. 

 

 

 

  



 

Feedback for Skate Park Users and Facebook responses 

 

St Crispin’s Drop-in Session 

WBC Community Engagement Team officers attended St Crispin’s Skate Park on Saturday June 13 and Saturday 

June 20 in pre-publicised drop-in sessions. In addition WBC sought views from skate park users via Facebook 

during the consultation. About 30 skate park users attended the first drop-in and about ten the second session. 

 

Feedback forms distributed at these drop-ins were completed by25 park users, the majority of whom reported 

using the park every week (23 respondents and lived in Wokingham Town (23).  The feedback forms sked 

respondents to comment on what makes a good location for a skate park and what facilities make a good park. 

 

Comments on what makes a good location for a skate park 

Feedback was gathered verbally from skate park users and via feedback forms at the two drop-in sessions. 

 

The majority of respondents supported the view that proximity to town centre, proximity to shops/café and 

ease of access via public transport are important factors when locating a skate park. Other comments focussed 

on the benefits of a park that is part of a wider community with proximity to attractions for others such as 

younger children older people rather than isolated. 

 

Comments on what makes a good skate park 

Feedback was gathered verbally and via feedback forms. Specific issues raised were: 

 

• Quality of park rather than location is key factor for users. Users will travel for a high quality or unusual 

skate park.  

• There was general agreement that current park does not provide good quality / up-to-date facility and 

this was linked directly to ASB by users who feel the park does not attract genuine skateboarders as it 

once did. 

• Strong preference for concrete build for quality of experience, durability, safety and noise reduction 

• Need for variety and for progression – equipment for beginners through to experienced users and for 

bikes, boards and scooters. Again, widespread feeling is that current facility does not meet this 

requirement 

• Park’s designed by users and built by a skate companies are more successful than those with equipment 

bought and placed by non-users 

• Current users are negatively affected by use of site by non-skaters who congregate in the late 

evenings/through the night and leave litter (including broken glass) that needs to be cleared before the 

park can be used by skaters 

• Recent openings of better parks have reduced the popularity of St Crispins among more experienced 

skaters and reduced the skaters sense of community at St Crispins  

 

 

Skate Park Users Group 

During the consultation a Skate Park Users Group has emerged to champion potential improvements or the 

provision of a new facility in the town in conjunction with Wokingham Borough Council. This group provided 

much of the feedback during the drop-in session and has experience of working with local authorities elsewhere 

to deliver new skate parks.  

 

  

Facebook comments: 

WBC Facebook page on the consultation reached approximately 10,800 people and attracted 12 comments. 

These comments focused on a desire for a bigger / better park, a park that is accessible to other areas of 

Wokingham Town residents (Woosehill) and specific examples of other successful parks  



 

Summary of findings 

 

 

Stakeholders 

Five of the six key stakeholders surveyed supported the continuation of a skate park at St Crispin’s. 

St Crispin’s School was a strong dissenting voice from this view and of the issues raised by the school three 

were supported by other sources of information: 

• The issue of drug/alcohol abuse was reported by a significant number of respondents online 

• The issue of noise / ASB after the park closes was reported by WBC Community Safety Team, by 

respondents online and by skate park users at the drop-in sessions 

• Problems caused to occupants of Jeffery Close was also reported by a number of respondents online 

In contrast, other stakeholders supported the current location with the following reasons: 

• Very few ASB incidents reported 

• Central location with easy access 

• Good visibility from road to help prevent poor behaviour 

• Proximity to facilities such as shop and sports centre 

• Well-used by genuine skaters 

Only one of the stakeholders (Town and Evendons NAG) expressed a need for an additional park. This view 

was supported by some online respondents and by feedback from skaters at the drop-in sessions. 

 

 

Online responses 

As noted above, a significant number of online respondents noted drug/alcohol abuse and ASB issues after 

the park has closed in the evening. Respondents also reported issues for occupants of Jeffery Close. 

An issue of bullying or more generally of younger users being out off by older teenagers was noted by a few 

respondents, however a counterview was also put that there is a welcoming / community atmosphere at the 

park. 

There was no clear consensus from the online responses as to the appropriateness of the location or of the 

quality of the facilities and this may reflect the fact that the majority of the respondents were not users of the 

park. 

 

 

Feedback from park users 

Park users’ comments focussed on: 

• The lower quality or St Crispin’s Skate Park in comparison with other more recently built parks that 

has resulted in fewer genuine users  

• A desire for a park designed by skaters that would allow progression from beginners to advanced 

users 

• A park made using concrete to minimise noise, reduce the need for repairs and provide a better 

skating experience 

• The misuse of the park by non-skaters in particularly after the park closes in the evening 

• The desirability of a park co-located with leisure facilities for all the community 

• A willingness to support the development of a new park or improvement of existing park via a self-

organised group of skaters that has emerged during the consultation 

 

 

 


