
Ryeish Green Sports and Leisure Consultation summary  
 

Background: 

 

In 2010, Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) took the decision to close Ryeish Green Sports Hall as it was 

unable to generate enough revenue to cover running costs and so was running at a loss.  

 

In 2012, Oakbank School opened as a free school on the site of the former Ryeish Green School. At this 

time WBC retained ownership of 1.5HA of the built-area (the former sports hall and music block) and 

4.83HA of the playing pitches. It was initially envisaged that the built area would be allocated for housing 

by WBC to produce a capital receipt. 

 

In 2013, Wokingham Borough Council’s Executive took the decision that all the land at the former Ryeish 

Green School that had been retained by the Council should be developed as a sports hub rather than the 

built land being allocated for housing.  The WBC Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation Strategy November 

2013 identified a significant need for outdoor sporting facilities, in particular football pitches, within the 

South of the M4 Strategic Development Location (SDL).  

 

WBC has now secured significant developer contributions for sports and community facilities through 

planning consents agreed for the South of the M4 Strategic Development Location.  The developer 

contributions will be triggered at varying stages of development and, due to the well-established local 

need, WBC has negotiated an early trigger for funding for an outdoor sports hub. 

 

 

Pre-consultation: 

A preferred option of allocating £1.93million to upgrade the existing grass pitches through improved 

drainage, construction of a new full size Multi-Sport Artificial Turf Pitch with floodlights and a 4 team 

changing room facility with car parking was agreed with Shinfield Ward members 

This preferred option was agreed with Shinfield Parish Council as a key stakeholder and tested with other 

stakeholders (local sports clubs and Oakbank School) prior to the consultation launch. No feedback from 

these stakeholders suggested the preferred option required significant changes. 

In addition it was decided following discussions with ward members and Shinfield Parish Council to include 

a question about potential future use of the former Ryeish Green Sports Hall as part of the consultation in 

order to gauge the level of local interest and produce initial ideas for it that could be tested for financial 

viability and community acceptance. 

 

Consultation process 

The consultation ran from May 18 to June 26 and respondents could complete the survey online on 

hardcopy from SPC. The consultation was publicised through: 

• A postcard sent to every Shinfield Parish residents (approx. 4,800 homes) 

• Local media 

• WBC Borough News 

• WBC website 

• WBC Facebook and Twitter 

• SPC newsletter and website 

• Presentation at Shinfield Annual Parish meeting on Thursday May 21 

In addition stakeholder meeting were held with local sports clubs and Oakbank School to ensure they were 

fully engaged with the consultation 

 

 



Consultation Findings: Outdoor facilities 

 

A total of 295 responses were received and the preferred option received strong support from 

respondents with 77% either strongly in favour or in favour. 

 

Summary of comments 

Factors cited in favour of the preferred option focused on: 

• The established need for outdoor sports provision 

• The advantageous placement of Ryeish Green for the developing community 

• The specific difficulties currently caused to clubs required to share facilities and by drainage issues 

• The increasing popularity of football and its growing place in the wider community brought about 

through increased girls and women’s participation and community initiatives. 

Those opposed to the preferred option most often cited one of two key factors: 

• A feeling that the proposal is too ‘football focused’ and that the level of investment should bring 

benefits to a wider community representation and/or; 

• A preference for the money to be spent on re-opening Ryeish Green Sports Hall 

 

Oakbank School 

A number of respondents focused on two issues relating to the school: 

• Concern that any work that takes place at Ryeish Green Sports Pitches should be timed sensitively 

to Oakbank School, which uses the site for PE lessons (including GCSE) and other activities. 

• Calls for pupils to be able to continue to use the pitches after any improvement work 

 

Shinfield Rangers and Spencers Wood Football Club 

Shinfield Rangers and Spencers Wood FC welcomed the preferred option but raised the issue of ongoing 

management of the site in order to ensure grass pitches are well-maintained and protected from over use. 

The clubs did not have specific proposals at this stage but expressed a willingness to manage / operate the 

pitches and potentially operate a club / community facility for social events and meetings 

 

Other issues raised: 

• Suggested efficiencies for any drainage work to be undertaken 

• Impact on local residents: traffic, car parking, floodlights, noise and increased flood risk 

• Question of whether a changing facility would be necessary if the sports centre re-opened 

• Cost of preferred option 

 

Consultation findings: Ryeish Green Sports Hall 

 

Respondents were asked to select from activities they would use if available at Ryeish Green Sports Hall 

and offered the chance to name others that were not on the list. All activities received a reasonable level 

of support, with indoor sport court for hire the most popular (see separate sheet for full details) 

 

The most common other suggestions put forward were for a swimming pool and for some form of indoor 

football use. Other suggestions were: youth club, indoor tennis, basketball, squash, cricket , performing 

arts, climbing wall, provision for older people, martial arts, street dance and cheerleading  

 

In addition a number of organisations expressed an interest in being involved in the future management or 

use of the sports hall should it be re-opened. 



Consultation analysis 

 

Outdoor sports facilities   

• Responses and comments in favour of the preferred option reinforce the findings of the WBC 

Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation Strategy (2013) and provide more evidence of the existing 

need for football pitches in the area. 

• There is cross-over between the two key issues cited by respondents opposed to the preferred 

option, in that a reopened sports hall s would be a potential venue for the wider sporting offer 

desired. This suggests that the aspiration for a greater variety of sporting offer could be met by a 

re-opened sports centre rather than alternative use for the outdoor space. 

• Comments opposed to the preferred option on the basis of its focus on football need to be 

considered in the light of the WBC Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation Strategy (2013) that 

highlighted a clear need for football pitches above other sporting facilities. 

• The impact on Oakbank School pupils should be considered if the preferred option is enacted. 

• Local football clubs and Oakbank School have both raised concerns about future access to the 

new pitches and these comments highlight the risk of that over demand could continue even if 

the preferred option is enacted. This may result in competition for access to the new pitches and 

suggests that an equitable management system to control access is required.  

Former sports centre 

• Respondents were positive about the suggested future users for the former sports centre, with 

indoor court hire, other sports use and fitness/gym the most popular. This, combined with the 

high frequency of comments calling for the centre to be re-opened suggests a local desire for the 

centre to be used. Of the other uses mentioned the popularity of swimming needs to be 

considered against the existing WBC decision to site a new swimming pool on the Arborfield 

Garrison development 

• Although the consultation did not ask for expressions of interest, some organisations with 

aspirations to be involved in the future running of the facility have emerged. These organisation 

have not produced any detailed plans at this stage but their interest suggests the potential re-

opening of the sports centre has produced serious consideration among sporting organisations 

and other groups 

• The public desire for a re-opened sports centre and the enthusiasm of some groups to be 

involved in operation/future use needs to be considered in the light of the previous failure of 

the centre to generate enough revenue to cover running costs. 

 


