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Wokingham Borough Council National Associated Funerals accompanying notes 

 

We are frequently asked for information relating to public health funerals carried out, 

where a person dies with no next of kin and referrals made in relation to these to the 

Treasury Solicitor or Duchy of Lancaster or Cornwall.  In response to the large 

number of requests we receive for the period from April 2009 onwards we are 

releasing the accompanying dataset.   

This information relates to public health funerals carried out on behalf of Wokingham 

Borough Council, by West Berkshire and Wokingham Environmental Health and 

Licensing Service.   

The information will be updated quarterly.   

Exemption of updated information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.   

There are relatively few public health funerals in the Wokingham Borough area, and 

we consider it reasonable to publish this information quarterly. The provision of 

updated information for each quarter will be exempted under section 22 of the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 as it is information we hold with the intention of 

publishing at a future date, as specified above.  

Exemption of additional information under The Freedom of Information Act 2000 

The following exemption is being applied as of 1st January 2014.   

Section 31: Law Enforcement 

Revealing details of assets of an estate before the Treasury Solicitor’s Department 

have undertaken their own enquiries would provide an opportunity for a criminal act 

to take, such as theft or fraud.  There would also be concerns regarding disclosure of 

the deceased last known address as the property is likely to be unoccupied and may 

still contain the personal effects of the deceased. Taking into account these issues, 

the Council considers that there is no overriding public interest in releasing the 

information.  Any public interest would be best served by upholding the exemption 

under Section 31 as the disclosure of information would be likely to prejudice the 

prevention of crime by enabling the commission of offences.   

For more information on public health funerals in Wokingham Borough area, please 

contact West Berkshire and Wokingham Environmental Health and Licensing 

Service, environmental.health@wokingham.gov.uk or call 0118 974 6000 and ask for 

this service.  The Residential Team of the Service is responsible for investigating 

these deaths. A case officer from this team is usually assigned responsibility for the 

investigation, overseen by The Team Leader. Any members of the department may 

be involved to support the case officer, being assigned specific tasks or duties on a 

case by case basis.  


