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VOLUME 6 – HIGHWAY STRUCTURES 
 
 

1. SERVICE INSPECTIONS 
 

1.1 Embankments and Cuttings 
 
Significant embankments and cuttings are listed and will be subject to a visual 
inspection at least every two years. A more detailed specialist geotechnical survey 
will be arranged if necessary. 
 
 

1.2 Bridges and Other Highway Structures 
 
The Council has responsibility for the management and maintenance of over 300 
highway structures. The aim is to maintain the bridges and highway structures to 
such a standard that structural inadequacy does not affect the use of the highway 
network, the safety of all users of the highway is reasonably assured and the 
condition of the structure does not compromise the amenity of the area in which it 
is located. A schedule of structures, including their location is maintained by the 
Council’s structures team 
 
(a) Inspections of bridges, culverts and other structures to be generally in 

accordance with the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Advice note 
BA63/94 issued by the Department of Transport. 

(b) Superficial inspections of privately owned highway structures are made to 
ensure that the structure is capable of safely supporting or protecting the 
highway. 

(c) General inspections of all elemental parts of the structure to be carried out at 
intervals not exceeding three years. This differs from the two years specified 
in TRMM BA63/94, with appropriate safeguards in respect of those bridges 
which are known to require more frequent inspections; in order to make the 
best balanced use of resources between inspections and actual 
maintenance works. 

(d) Principal inspections, for all structures to be carried out at intervals not 
exceeding nine years. 

(e) Special inspections to be carried out as follows: 

(i) When necessary to investigate a specific problem or if a particular 
problem has been identified on other similar structures. 

(ii) Every six months for cast iron structures. 

(iii) When a structure has to carry an abnormal heavy load if assessment 
calculations indicate that the margin of safety is below that which would 
be required for a design to current standards or if similar loads are not 
known to have been carried before. Inspections should be undertaken 
before, during and after the passage of the load. 

(iv) If unexpected settlement is observed. 

(v) To check river bridge foundations during principle inspections. Where 
probing indicates the possibility of scour, further underwater 
inspections should be carried out. 
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(vi) Where flooding is reported to have occurred bridge foundations will be 
checked during the following summer months. 

(vii) To investigate possible structural damage after major accidents or fires 
adjacent to structures. 

 
 

1.3 Code of Practice 
 
Additional guidance in the form of the document ‘Management of Highway 
Structures – A Code of Practice’ was published in September 2005 and the 
recommendations in this code of practice have been adopted by the council. 
 
 

1.4 Maintenance of Culverts 
See Paragraph 1.2(a) 


