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How did we choose the options?

The highways study considered four general alignments for the relief

road:

• Option A is the RED Route taking traffic to the west of Arborfield

Cross. This is the Technical Recommendation presented on 10 July

2013.

• Option B is the BLUE Route and would connect to the A327 at

Reading Road west of Greensward Lane and run to the Langley

Common Road roundabout.

• Option C is the PURPLE Route, a long route between the proposed

Shinfield Eastern Relief Road and Eversley Road at a point where the

proposed Nine Mile Ride extension is proposed to join the A327;

• Option D, the GREEN Route, would pass to the north and east of

Arborfield Cross.

These options are detailed on the following exhibition display boards.

Different junction arrangements and alignments were tested for each

option. Over 25 tests were completed in total. This exhibition presents

the best performing of each option based on traffic effects,

environmental impacts, engineering design and many other factors.

The full detail can be found in the technical reports on the Council’s

website (see the address at the base of this board). A summary

document is available at this exhibition and online for each of the

options displayed here. You will find these options have different

numbers in the technical documents, but for the purposes of this

exhibition we have simply labelled them Options A, B, C and D.

How much will each option cost?

There are many factors that need to be included in the cost of a

highway scheme. Until the Council has identified a preferred route, we

have only prepared high level estimates of cost to enable a relative

comparison of scheme costs to be made. It would not be cost effective

for the Council to undertake the detailed design of schemes and to

prepare a robust cost estimate for every option if three of the four

schemes are not going to be pursued.

We have indicated the relative cost of each option without providing

any numerical value. There are a significant number of exclusions, the

most significant being land acquisition. However this shows that

Options A, B and D are in a similar cost range, whereas Option C is

significantly more expensive mainly because of its much longer length

and the need to cross and mitigate the impacts on the River Loddon

flood plain.

www.wokingham.gov.uk/arborfieldreliefroad

arborfield@wokingham.gov.uk
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How does each option compare?

We have provided a comparison box for each option. This is based on

the EU Energy Efficiency Rating indicators and is displayed in the top

right hand corner of each option display board.

The EU indicators have been modified for the purposes of this study to

show how one option compares to others based on a number of

factors:

• If a measure for an option is indicated as red, that generally means

the option performs poorly for that indicator.

• A green indicator indicates a good effect, but it does not necessarily

mean that the option satisfies or mitigates everything in that

category. For example there will always be an environmental

impact. But it does show for that particular scheme, the option

generally satisfies or has the least impact.

The comparison rating has a number of symbols:

indicates the likely overall environmental impacts and the

relative likelihood of satisfactorily mitigating them.

indicates the likelihood of diverting A327 traffic between

Shinfield, Eversley and Hampshire. This is the greatest traffic

movement through Arborfield Cross.

indicates the likelihood of diverting traffic between Shinfield

and Wokingham.

indicates the likelihood of diverting traffic between Winnersh

and Eversley.

indicates the relative proportion of Arborfield Garrison SDL

traffic that would use the route option.

is the likely value for money, indicating how the option might

mitigate traffic from the Arborfield Garrison development, the

overall relief provided to Arborfield Cross and the cost of the

scheme.
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