
The Technical Recommendation

The study provided a Technical Recommendation for a new relief road

to the north and west of the village. This is Option A at this exhibition.

The Technical Recommendation was presented at a public meeting on

10 July 2013. However the Borough Council has not reported this as a

fait accompli. It recognises that the scheme will have a significant

impact on some homes and businesses, and these and other issues

must be brought out in this consultation and considered along with

other comments before a preferred scheme is identified.

Have your say

This consultation provides an opportunity for you to review our study,

to comment on and select your preferred option and to suggest how

you might want to see it changed and improved, or indeed you might

ask the Council to consider an alternative route.

There is a leaflet that has the same information as the display boards

that you can take away, read and consider in your own time. Please let

us know your views by completing and returning the questionnaire to

us. There is also a Technical Summary document if you want more

information on how the schemes compare in terms of environment

and engineering needs, impacts and mitigation.

What would the relief road look like?

The relief road would be a single carriageway road and signed as the

A327. The speed limit would be 40mph (except in Option C where the

speed limit would be 60 mph). It would have a shared use footpath

and cycle path on one side of the road. This would provide a suitable

route for the small number of pedestrians anticipated to use the relief

road as a short cut, and allow less confident cyclists to cover the

distance away from busy traffic. Because of the rural location, the road

is unlikely to have street lights, although they may be required at the

main junctions. There are existing street lights at the Langley Common

Road roundabout.
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Why a relief road?

Arborfield Cross

Arborfield Cross is at the crossroads of three main traffic routes:

• The A327 between Reading, Shinfield, Arborfield Garrison, Eversley

and Hampshire;

• The A327 and B3030 between Reading, Shinfield, Barkham and

Wokingham; and

• Between Winnersh, Arborfield Garrison, Eversley and Hampshire via

Sindlesham Road/Mole Road and A327 Eversley Road.

At present, around 2,300 vehicles per hour pass through Arborfield

Cross roundabout in the morning rush hour and again in the evening.

Slow moving traffic queues extend through the village during the

busiest periods. By 2026, rush hour traffic volumes through the village

are forecast to increase to around 3,200 vehicles per hour during the

weekday rush hours due to the local impact of development at

Arborfield Garrison and general traffic growth that would happen even

without new housing. As a consequence, congestion, queues and

delay would get worse in Arborfield Cross, and frustrated drivers

would use alternative routes including rural lanes unsuitable for

through traffic.

The provision of 3,500 new homes at Arborfield Garrison presents a

one-off opportunity for a significant funding contribution to a relief

road for Arborfield Cross.

Can an improvement be made to the 

existing roundabout?

An improvement scheme at Arborfield Cross roundabout has been

considered. However the Council concluded that this scheme would

not be acceptable in the longer term, only putting off the inevitable

need for a relief road.

What relief road options were 

considered?

The Borough Council commissioned a study to determine the most

appropriate road scheme to relieve Arborfield Cross of through traffic.

Four main route options were evaluated by the study, and more than

25 option variations considered. Each of the four general option

alignments were tested for their traffic and environmental impacts,

property and land requirements, engineering design and overall

deliverability. All of the options would be signed as the A327 and most

would relieve the village of the majority of through traffic. It would

also enable an environmental improvement to the village conservation

area.
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