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North Wokingham Relief Road - Landscape & Visual 
Technical Note 
 

Introduction  
This section reports the findings of a landscape and visual constraints review of the relief road options to the 
north of Wokingham town centre and works to the A329(M) as follows: 

 Option A: Do Minimum - no distributor road or Ashridge Interchange, but local housing access roads only 
and local highway and junction improvements in the area and along the A329 (LAR) 

 Option B: Ashridge Interchange (AI) (East Facing slips only), including a review of ‘On line Improvements to 
the A329(M)’ 

 Option C: Full Northern Distributor Road (FNDR) 

Given the close proximity of route options B and C, they share much of the same existing baseline. Where the 
baseline is the same for both routes, they are herein collectively termed ‘the Site’. Where there are differences, 
they will be referred to as Site B and Site C respectively.  

The On line Improvement of the A329(M) considers the widening of the A329(M) from a dual carriageway to 3 
lanes on each side of the carriageway between the Ashridge Interchange to the Coppid Beech roundabout, The 
road will be widened up to 5m on each side of the carriageway. 

A desk based review of existing information in the public domain was undertaken in order to identify potentially 
sensitive landscape receptors within or adjacent to the Site which may impact upon the satisfactory future 
development of the Site.  

The desk based review of existing information including aerial photographs and ordnance survey maps was 
undertaken in order to determine existing landscape features, landscape character, and potentially sensitive 
visual receptors within or surrounding the Site.   

The study area for the purposes of this assessment has been generally defined as a 1 km radius from the 
centre of the Site for statutory designated site searches, and 500 m radius search area for listed buildings (due 
to their more contained setting). 

The report is broadly based on the methodology for site assessment found in the following best practice 
guidance documents: 

 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 2nd Edition. The Landscape Institute and 
Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2002); and 

 Interim Advice Note 135/10 Landscape and Visual Effects Assessment. The Highways Agency (2010). 

The landscape and visual baseline study has also been undertaken with reference to the ‘Landscape’ sub-
objective from the Department for Transport WebTAG Environmental objective (TAG Unit 3.3.7) since the 
proposed routes lie within a predominantly rural context.  

Desk Study 

Topography and Hydrology 
Options B and C are both located within a semi-rural context, lying at around 75m Above Ordnance Datum 
(AOD) at the eastern end, and sloping down to around 43m AOD at Toutley Bridge to the west and rising 
slightly to the south at Reading Road to around 54m AOD.  



 

 

 

North Wokingham Relief Road - Landscape & Visual Technical 
Note 

  

July 2013 2 | 9  

The A329(M) also slopes from the east, lying at round 85m AOD at the Coppid Beach Roundabout to around 
45m AOD to the west at the Ashridge Interchange. Options B and C immediately to the south are at a slightly 
lower level, following a general fall to the south.  

The Emm Brook runs through the Site and to the south of the On line Improvement A329(M), as do a number of 
ditches primarily associated with adjacent highways, and two unnamed water bodies. The proposed road 
alignments (both Option B and C) are currently shown as crossing or running adjacent to the Emm Brook at 
various points along their alignment. A review of implications of these crossings and alignment on the Emm 
Brook from an ecological perspective are outlined in the Ecology Technical Note, with the hydrological 
implications outlined in the Water Environment Technical Note. However, the Brook contributes to the 
immediate local character of the Site.  

Land Use of the Site and Surrounding Areas 
Sites B and C are both primarily agricultural land, with sections of the proposed routes located on existing 
roads. There are hedgerows, trees and small copses through which both routes pass. The On line 
Improvement A329(M) to the north of Options B and C is the existing A329(M) highway, beyond which is an 
agricultural landscape of scattered farmsteads, access roads and the M4 motorway. The M4 motorway also 
routes south, to the west of the Site. To the south of the site lies the town of Wokingham with Bracknell lying to 
the east and Winnersh lying to the west beyond the M4 motorway.  

Cultural Context 
Although none of the proposed routes or the On line Improvement A329(M) will directly impact upon any listed 
buildings themselves, their significance in terms of landscape is defined in terms of their setting.  According to 
English Heritage’s Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance (2008) new development should, ‘aspire to 
the quality of design and execution related to it’s setting in order to be valued now and in the future as a means 
of demanding respect for the significance of a place in its setting’.  

There are 9 listed buildings located within 500 m of the On line Improvement A329(M), 10 listed buildings within 
500 m of Site B and 13 listed buildings within 500 m of site option C, as outlined in the table below.  

Table 1: Listed buildings within 500 m of the Site 

Option/
Works 
Affected 

Name  Address Grade 

Group 1: Ashridge 
B and C Ashridge Farmhouse Warren House Road, Wokingham II* 
B and C Barn at Ashridge Farm, South East Of 

Farmhouse 
Warren House Road, Wokingham  II 

B and C Milestone in the Garden of Ashridge 
Farmhouse, Approximately 3 Metres South 
of Entrance Porch 

Warren House Road, Wokingham II 

B and C Cattle Shed at Ashridge Farm, North of 
Farmhouse 

Warren House Road, Wokingham II 

B and C Ashridge Cottage Wiltshire Road, Wokingham II 
Group 2: Keephatch 
B and C 
& 
A329(M) 
widening 

Dowlesgreen Farmhouse Keephatch Road, Wokingham, 
Wokingham 

II 

B and C 
& 
A329(M) 
widening 

Keeper's Cottage Keephatch Road, Wokingham  II 

Group 3: Rushton 
B and C Ruston's Farmhouse, Wokingham Warren House Road, St. Nicholas, II 
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There is one conservation area located within 1 km of the Site and On line Improvement A329(M), namely 
Wokingham Town Centre Conservation Area, lying approximately 915 m to the south. There is no Conservation 
Area appraisal currently available for this conservation area. 

There is one Locally designated historic park or garden, namely Bill Hill Park, Hurst, located adjacent to the 
north of the On line Improvement A329(M).   

Archaeological sites are considered as part of the Historic Environment Technical Note.  

Designated Nature Conservation Sites  
There is one Local Nature Reserve (LNR) within 1km of the Site: Holt Copse and Joel Park located 
approximately 780m and 620m to the south of Sites B and C respectively. Holt Copse consists of 2.7 ha of 
Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW) and part of a larger block of woodland (Joel Park). Together they form 
an LNR of 5.27 ha in size. The site is noted for its woodland, wet grassland, cuckoo flower and noctule bat 
roost but is only considered important at the local level. Local Wildlife Sites (formerly Wildlife Heritage Sites) 
are considered as part of the Ecology Technical Note.  

Ancient Woodland 
There is one block of ancient woodland located within the Site, with an additional block located within 500m of 
site C and an additional block located within 500m of On line Improvement A329(M). These are as follows: 

 Pebblestone Copse, comprised of two sections, currently severed by the A329 (M) highway and located 
within the Site and On line Improvement A329(M);  

 Big Wood, located approximately 350m to the south of site C; and 

 Blackmans Copse, located approximately 450m to the east of On line Improvement A329(M).  

All the areas of Ancient Woodland also contain a 100m ‘Consultation Zone’ buffer with a note on Wokingham 
Council’s Local Development Plan Interactive Map to consult English Nature (01733 455000), the Forestry 
Commission and Dinton Pastures.  

& 
A329(M) 
widening 

Hurst, Wokingham 

B and C 
& 
A329(M) 
widening 

Barn at Ruston's Farm, approximately 5 
metres West of The Farmhouse 

Warren House Road, St. Nicholas, 
Hurst, Wokingham 

II 

B and C 
& 
A329(M) 
widening 

Cartshed at Ruston's Farm Approximately 
22 Metres South of Farmhouse 

Warren House Road, St. Nicholas, 
Hurst, Wokingham 

II 

Group 4: Beanoak 
C & 
A329(M) 
widening 

Beanoak Farmhouse Binfield Road, Wokingham,  II 

C & 
A329(M) 
widening 

Cottage Approximately 4 Metres North of 
Beanoak Farmhouse 

Binfield Road, Wokingham,  II 

C & 
A329(M) 
widening 

Barn Approximately 20 Metres North West of 
Beanoak Farmhouse 

Binfield Road, Wokingham,  II 

Group 5: Bill Hill 
A329(M) 
widening 

Memorial Stone Forest Road, Wokingham,  II 



 

 

 

North Wokingham Relief Road - Landscape & Visual Technical 
Note 

  

July 2013 4 | 9  

 

Sites of Urban Landscape Value 
Joel Park is also a designated Site of Urban Landscape Value (SULV). The Joel Pak SULV includes Joel Park 
and Holt Copse and extends across Reading Road to include the setting for St Paul’s church and church yard. 
The SULV is not visible from the Site or On line Improvement A329(M) due to intervening built form, vegetation 
and localised topography.  

Vegetation within the Site 
The sites of Option B and C predominantly consist of improved agricultural grassland with fields edged by 
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Scattered mature trees are located within the fields along with small blocks of 
woodland and copses. The field sizes vary, from larger rectangular agricultural fields to smaller, more irregular 
fields and paddocks. Pebblestone Copse is located within the Site, with Keephatch Park located within Site C 
(both containing predominately tree planting). On line Improvement A329(M) is currently hard-surfaced 
carriageway edged by verge and tree planting. 

Public Rights of Way 
There are a number of public rights of way within and surrounding the Site, as outlined in the table below.  

Table 2: PROW within 500 m of the Site 

PROW type  PROW number Distance and direction from site 
Footpath  16 Within site option C and within On line Improvement 

A329(M) site 
Footpath  25 260 m to the north-east of site option C and within On 

line Improvement A329(M) site 
Footpath  14 Within site option B and C and within On line 

Improvement A329(M) site 
Footpath  24 75 m to the north-east of site option B and C; within On 

line Improvement A329(M) site 
Footpath  9 135 m to the south of site option B and C 

Footpath  23 490 m to the north of site option B and C; within On line 
Improvement A329(M) site 

Footpath  8 Within site option B and C 
400 m to the south of On line Improvement A329(M) 

Bridlepath  14 100 m to the south of site option B and C 
 

Permissive Paths and Public Open Space 
There are two areas of open space that contain permissive paths within 500 m of the Site and/ or On line 
Improvement A329(M): Millennium Arboretum and Keephatch Park. Keephatch Park is located adjacent to site 
option C and On line Improvement A329(M) and approximately 400 m to the south-east of option B. It is a 9 
hectare publically owned nature reserve containing permissive paths and located immediately adjacent to the 
western boundary of the Site.  

Millennium Arboretum is located approximately 80 m to the west of site option B and C and is also a publically 
owned nature reserve containing permissive paths. It won the Best Tree-Planting Programme category in the 
Thames and Chilterns Country in Bloom competition, 2012.  

The Emm Brook Is located adjacent to the Site and On line Improvement A329(M) and is an area of public 
open space following the line of the Emm Brook.  

Landscape Character 
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The study of Landscape Character is undertaken at different scales, with each larger scale adding greater 
detail onto the previous layer.  Natural England has undertaken to characterise these areas of similar 
landscape character, resulting in the creation of National Character Areas (NCAs), which was updated in 2005.  

There are a total of 159 NCAs and the Site and On line Improvement A329(M) fall into Countryside Character 
Volume 7: South East and London and within National Character Area 115:  Thames Valley.  The Thames 
Valley is a wedge-shaped area widening from Reading to include the Bracknell, Slough, Windsor areas, the 
Colne Valley and the south-west London fringes. The key characteristics of the Thames Valley Character Area 
include the following: 

 Hydrological floodplain of the River Thames, which as a landscape feature provides unity to the large areas 
of fragmented poor agricultural land; 

 The western Thames valley which is wide and flat with the river barely discernible, occupying only a small 
part of the wider geological floodplain; 

 Woodlands which characterise the north-western part of the Character Area, extending up to the southern 
edge of the Chiltern Hills;  

 Within the south of the Character Area, the open Thames floodplain dominates with its associated flat 
grazing land becoming characterised by a number of formal historic landscapes on higher ground such as 
Windsor Park; and 

 Towards London within the east of the Character Area, urban influences dominate with a dense network of 
roads including the M25 corridor, Heathrow Airport, railway lines, golf courses, pylon lines, reservoirs, 
extensive mineral extraction and numerous flooded gravel pits. 

Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) has undertaken its own character assessment, adopted as 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on 29th April 2004. The SPD characterises the landscape into a 
series of 14 landscape types and 30 character areas with a detailed description of each. Sites B and C and 
south of the centre line of the On line Improvement A329(M) fall almost entirely within character area J2 - 
Arborfield Cross and Barkham Settled and Farmed Clay. Key characteristics of character area J2 include the 
following: 

 Large area of rural farmland interspersed with a fairly dense network of mixed traditional and modern 
settlements. Arable farming predominates with pasture on slightly high ground and paddocks near 
settlement; 

 Predominantly flat to gently shelving landform over a simple Clay geology with localised areas of sandy and 
terrace deposits; 

 Large geometric fields with remnants of irregular early inclosure and Parliamentary fields on former 
commons as well as small ponds and moated sites; 

 Declining hedgerow structure showing gaps in many places or replaced by fences and Hedgerow trees in 
field boundaries and particularly along roads, shelterbelts and small farm woods are an important element 
in maintaining rural character; 

 Presence of subtle wooded shallow ‘valleys’ around the Barkham Brook known as ‘the Coombes’; 

 Older scattered settlement of farms, hamlets and small nucleated villages including Barkham and Arborfield 
Cross with traditional character and use of vernacular materials including timber framing and clay tiles; 

 Modern development varies widely with no consistent style or form, including southern edge of Wokingham 
and industrial estate; and 

 Arborfield Garrison and Barracks with distinctive institutional military buildings within security fencing and 
housing estates.  

The landscape of sites B and C and the On line Improvement A329(M) display some of these characteristics, 
including arable farmland, paddocks near settlements and mixed quality hedgerows, some being replaced by 
post and wire fences.  

The northern section of the On line Improvement A329(M) falls within character area I1: Ashridge Farmed Clay 
Lowland, the key characteristics of which are as follows: 
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 Landscape of rolling to undulating landform punctuated by subtle ridgelines, creating gentle enclosure and 
providing distant views including views to the northern edge of Wokingham town; 

 Agricultural landscape defined by large open, geometric arable fields of irregular shape; 

 Pastoral farming associated with the manors along the ridge; 

 Large geometric blocks of deciduous woodland many of which are ancient woodland and shelterbelts 
creating a sense of woodland enclosure; 

 Rural character with sparse settlement comprising manor houses and farmsteads, the latter typically built 
with traditional brick, weatherboard and clay tile; 

 Hedgerows are largely denuded but mature oak standards are a common feature of fields and roadsides; 

 Although a largely peaceful landscape, the junction of the M4 and A329(M) influence the overall character 
through noise intrusion; 

 Conifers planted by property owners as screening belts to buffer the roads are incongruous features; 

 Presence of small, tributary streams within shallow valleys, but these are often invisible within the wider 
landscape; and 

 Small number of stud farms and gallops. 

Visual Context 
There are a number of visual receptors within or adjacent to the Site, the primary ones being identified as 
follows: 

 Users of the A329 (M); London Road (A329 and B3408); Binfield Road; Warren House Road; Bell foundry 
Lane; A321 Twyford Road; Toutley Road; Mattewsgreen Road; Forest Road; Old Forest Road; Reading 
road and Sadler’s Lane; 

 Residents along/ off St Anne’s Drive; London Road; Buttercup Close; Plough Lane; Warren House Road; 
Victoria Gardens; Rosebay; Dowles Green; Montague Close;  Gadd Close; Twycross Road; Mattewsgreen 
Road; Toutley Road; Forest Road; Old Forest Road; Wayside; Lenham Close; and Reading Road;  

 Residents and visitors to Rushton’s Farm; Ashridgewood Farm; Bell Farm; Mattewsgreen Farm; Bean Oak 
Farm and Pike’s Farm; 

 Users of adjacent public rights of way network and Public Open Space,  

 Workers at the adjacent sewage works;  

 Workers and visitors to Wokingham Theatre, Millennium arboretum and Keephatch park; 

 Users of the adjacent Cantley Park recreation ground;  

 Workers, staff and visitors to Toutley Road and Old Forest Industrial Estates; and 

 Users of the Reading Road allotments.  

Summary of Landscape and Visual Constraints  
The loss or change in visual amenity and local character for the receptors identified above is likely to be greater 
during the construction phase due to the presence of construction traffic, plant, materials and temporary 
signage and lighting. If the operational road is lit, potential changes in the night time lit environment may also 
be adversely affected. Increased traffic may also be discernible for surrounding visual receptors, particularly 
where the proposed road alignment is more distant (and hence more distinct) from the A329(M). The key 
environmental constraints in terms of landscape and visual receptors for the 2 main route options and for the 
On line Improvement A329(M) are outlined below. 

Option B – Partial Northern Relief Road with Ashridge Junction 
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 Potential slight adverse effect on local landscape character through change in land use from one of a more 
open, green, agricultural nature to one of built form. Partial loss of green separation between the northern 
edge of Wokingham and the A329 (M); 

 Potential alteration in local topography if the road is built on embankment or in cutting at any point; 

 The proposed road alignment passes close to, or within the setting of 13 listed buildings. Of particular note 
is Group 1: Ashridge, the buildings of which are located almost adjacent to the proposed road alignment. 
There is therefore a high potential for intervisibility between this group of listed buildings and the Site.   

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the public rights of way network, in particular footpaths 14, 16 
and 8 which all cross the line of the proposed route. The public paths will have to be diverted over/ under/ 
across or round the proposed road alignment; and 

 There will be a loss of some mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including potentially impinging upon 
the character and quality of Keephatch Park and Pebblstone Copse ancient woodland. 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the A329 (M); Warren House Road; Bell foundry Lane; Twyford 
Road; Toutley Road; Mattewsgreen Road; Forest Road and Old Forest Road; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents along/ off Warren House Road; Victoria Gardens; Dowles 
Green; Mattewsgreen Road; Toutley Road; Forest Road; Old Forest Road; Wayside; Lenham Close; and 
Reading Road;  

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents and visitors to Rushton’s Farm; Ashridgewood Farm; Bell 
Farm and Mattewsgreen Farm; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the public rights of way network, in particular footpaths 8 and 14 
which cross the line of the proposed route. The public paths will have to be diverted over/ under/ across or 
round the proposed road alignment;  

 There will be a loss of some mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including potentially impinging upon 
the character and quality of Pebblstone Copse ancient woodland;  

 Potential change in visual amenity for workers, staff and visitors to Toutley Road and Old Forest Industrial 
Estates and Wokingham sewage works; and 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for workers and visitors to Wokingham Theatre, Millennium arboretum, 
Reading Road allotments; Emm Brook public open space and Cantley Park recreation ground.  

On line Improvements to the A329(M) 

 Potential adverse effect on local landscape character through change in land use from one of a highway 
verge/ planted trees to further hard-surfaced highway. Slight extension of highway into the countryside; 

 Potential alteration in local topography if the widened road requires alterations to embankments or cuttings;  

 The proposed road alignment passes close to, or within the setting of 1 locally historic park and 9 listed 
buildings, with Groups 4 and 5 separated from the proposed road widening by fields. They therefore have a 
greater potential for intervisibility than the listed buildings in Group 2 or 3, whose settings are already 
severed by residential development and the A329(M) respectively. Widening of the A329(M) will further 
sever the setting of buildings within Group 3; 

 Potential change in visual amenity for users of the A329 (M); London Road; Binfield Road; Warren House 
Road; Bell foundry Lane; Twyford Road; Toutley Road; Mattewsgreen Road and Forest Road; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents along/ off St Anne’s Drive; London Road; Buttercup Close; 
Plough Lane; Warren House Road; Victoria Gardens; Rosebay; Dowles Green; Montague Close;  Gadd 
Close; Twycross Road; Mattewsgreen Road; Toutley Road; and Forest Road;  

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents and visitors to Rushton’s Farm; Ashridgewood Farm; Bell 
Farm; Mattewsgreen Farm; Pike’s Farm and Bean Oak Farm; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the public rights of way network, in particular footpaths 14, 16, 
23, 24 and 25 which all cross the line of the proposed widening. The public paths will have to be diverted 
over/ under/ across or round the proposed road alignment;  
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 There will be a loss of some mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including potentially impinging upon 
the character and quality of Keephatch Park and Pebblstone Copse ancient woodlands;  

 Potential change in visual amenity for workers, staff and visitors to Toutley Road and Old Forest Industrial 
Estates and Wokingham sewage works; and 

Potential loss of visual amenity for workers and visitors to Wokingham Theatre, Emm Brook 
public open space; Cantley Park recreation ground, and Keephatch park. 

Option C – Full Northern Relief Road 
 Potential adverse effect on local landscape character through change in land use from one of a more rural, 

agricultural nature with trees and hedgerows to one of built form. Partial loss of green separation between 
the northern edge of Wokingham and the A329 (M) as the area will become more suburban in feel. 
However, it will remain contained by the A329 (M); 

 Potential alteration in local topography if the road is built on embankment or in cutting at any point; 

 The proposed road alignment passes close to, or within the setting of 13 listed buildings. Of particular note 
are Group 1: Ashridge and Group 4: Beanoak which are separated from the proposed road alignment by 
fields. They therefore have a greater potential for intervisibility than the listed buildings in Group 2 or 3, 
whose settings have already been severed by residential development and the A329(M) respectively; 

 Potential change in visual amenity for users of the A329 (M); London Road; Binfield Road; Warren House 
Road; Bell foundry Lane; Twyford Road; Toutley Road; Mattewsgreen Road; Forest Road; and Old Forest 
Road; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents along/ off St Anne’s Drive; London Road; Buttercup Close; 
Plough Lane; Warren House Road; Victoria Gardens; Rosebay; Dowles Green; Montague Close;  Gadd 
Close; Twycross Road; Mattewsgreen Road; Toutley Road; Forest Road; Old Forest Road; Wayside; 
Lenham Close; and Reading Road;  

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents and visitors to Rushton’s Farm; Ashridgewood Farm; Bell 
Farm; Mattewsgreen Farm and Bean Oak Farm; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the public rights of way network, in particular footpaths 14, 16 
and 8 which all cross the line of the proposed route. The public paths will have to be diverted over/ under/ 
across or round the proposed road alignment;  

 There will be a loss of some mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including potentially impinging upon 
the character and quality of Keephatch Park and Pebblstone Copse ancient woodland;  

 Potential change in visual amenity for workers, staff and visitors to Toutley Road and Old Forest Industrial 
Estates and Wokingham sewage works; and 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for workers and visitors to Wokingham Theatre, Millennium arboretum, 
Reading Road allotments, Emm Brook public open space; Cantley Park recreation ground, and Keephatch 
park.  

   

Recommendations 
The following recommendations are provided for consideration which may help to reduce the magnitude of any 
adverse effects on landscape and visual receptors:  

 The identified landscape character for the Site area (character areas J2 and I1) are not particularly 
representative of the Site or On line Improvement A329(M) area and therefore more detailed local 
landscape character assessments should be undertaken to understand the potential change to the local 
landscape character of the site; 

 Retention of mature trees with review of road alignment to avoid high value trees. A tree survey to BS5837: 
2012 standards is recommended to determine the location and value of the tree resource; 
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 Survey of hedgerows to determine whether any fall within the Hedgerow Regulations specification; 

 Agreed road alignments and extent of the widening works should be accompanied by a landscape design 
plan where loss of significant areas of vegetation or tree planting is likely to occur and where there is space 
or opportunity for suitable replacement. If required, the landscape plan should identify proposed planting 
areas, species, and/ or seeding specification to be used;    

 PROW diversion orders will be required for any footpath diversions. New routes should be proposed, or 
suitable crossings included in any design; and 

 Lighting should be in keeping with the existing road network (excluding the A329(M) highway or M4 
motorway. 

Of the 2 route options outlined above, Option B utilises the most existing highways and is therefore likely to 
have a lower magnitude of change on landscape receptors than Option C. As Option B is also shorter in length, 
fewer visual receptors and listed buildings are likely to be affected.   

The On line Improvement A329(M) is likely to have some significant landscape and visual impacts during 
construction of the new carriageways, due to temporary traffic management, plant and temporary lighting likely 
to be required. Loss of boundary tree planting will also result in a loss of visual amenity and may open up views 
to surrounding receptors. The character of the widened carriageway will be directly in keeping with the existing 
carriageway and highway and therefore the effect of the proposed widening will have a lower impact at 
operation on surrounding receptors, particularly if new tree planting is included along the re-profiled highway 
verge/ embankments.  

It is unlikely, however, that the following receptors will be significantly affected by either of the 2 route options or 
On line Improvement A329(M): 

 Wokingham Town Centre Conservation Area (due to a lack of intervisibility and separation by intervening 
built form);  

 Holt Copse and Joel Park LNR and SULV (due to a lack of intervisibility and separation by intervening built 
form);  

 Statutory designated landscape receptors over 1km from the Site or On line Improvement A329(M); and 

 Setting of listed buildings over 500m from the Site or On line Improvement A329(M).  

Designated areas over 1km from the Site are unlikely to be significantly impacted upon by any of the route 
options due to their severance by the A329(M), M4 motorway, existing built form, local context and distance 
from the Site.  

The proximity of the Site and On line Improvement A329(M) to nearby residences will allow some clear views of 
the Site from these receptors. This is particularly relevant for Option C.  

As the wider landscape is generally gently undulating with good tree cover, the Site and On line Improvement 
A329(M) are not likely to be very visible from the wider countryside, being generally well screened with 
hedgerows and trees.  Loss of tree planting due to the On line Improvement A329(M) may temporarily increase 
its visibility to surrounding visual receptors, although visual receptors are generally more distant than for 
Options B and C.  

If tree planting and hedgerows are incorporated along all route options and the On line Improvement A329(M) 
with sensitive lighting design, it is anticipated that the impact upon the setting of identified listed buildings can 
generally be mitigated.  

Any development on Site or as a result of the On line Improvement A329(M) is likely to change the existing Site 
vegetation and character, although there may be opportunity to integrate tree planting and/or hedgerows to 
contribute to the landscape fabric of the Site and A329(M) carriageway.   

The existing public rights of way running through the Site and adjacent/ across the A329(M) offer the potential 
for enhancement and to contribute to the Wokingham non-vehicular network.  
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