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Introduction 
This section reports the findings of a landscape and visual constraints review of three Relief road route options 
at Arborfield Cross, south of Wokingham. The first option, Option A commences from Eversley Road, just south 
of Harts Close and runs north west to join Swallowfield Road, just west of Chamberlain’s Farm. It then 
continues north  (running just to the east of Pudding Lane byway) to join the A327 Reading Road, 
approximately 240m east of Walden Avenue.   

An alternative northern ending for route Option A, referred to as Option A1, involves a slight eastwards change 
to the northern route alignment, leaving Swallowfield Road without joining Pudding Lane but runs north-east to 
join Reading Road approximately 470m east of Walden Avenue (to the west of the recreation ground).   

The second option, Option B, follows a similar though more southerly route, commencing at Eversley Road / 
Langley Common Road roundabout, running north west through Arborfield Court to join Swallowfield Road just 
south-west of Greensward Lane. The route then joins Greensward Lane about half way along it to the north to 
join the A327 Reading Road. 

An alternative northern ending for Option B, referred to as Option B1, involves a slight westwards change to the 
northern route alignment, which leaves Swallowfield Road to run alongside Greensward Lane without joining it, 
then continues northwards to join Reading Road just to the west of Bridge Farm.  

The third option, Option C, is the longest route, again commencing at Eversley Road, just west of Sheerlands 
Road and running north west past Parson’s Farm alongside sections of Great Copse to join Swallowfield Road 
at the Castle Hill junction. The route then continues north, crossing the River Loddon to join Arborfield Road, 
just south of Shinfield. 

Given the relative proximity of the three routes, and particularly routes A and B, they share some of the same 
existing baseline. Where the baseline is the same for all three routes, they are herein collectively termed ‘the 
Site’. Where there are differences, they will be referred to as Option A / Option A1, Option B / Option B1 and 
Option C respectively.  

A desk based review of existing information in the public domain was undertaken in order to identify potentially 
sensitive landscape receptors within or adjacent to the Site which may impact upon the satisfactory future 
development of the Site.  

The desk based review of existing information including aerial photographs and ordnance survey maps was 
undertaken in order to determine existing landscape features, landscape character, and potentially sensitive 
visual receptors within or surrounding the Site.   

The study area for the purposes of this appraisal has been generally defined as a 1 km radius from the centre 
of the Site for statutory designated site searches, and 500 m radius search area for listed buildings (due to their 
more contained setting). 

The report is broadly based on the methodology for site assessment found in the following best practice 
guidance documents: 

 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 2nd Edition. The Landscape Institute and 
Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2002); and 

 Interim Advice Note 135/10 Landscape and Visual Effects Assessment. The Highways Agency (2010). 

The landscape and visual baseline study has also been undertaken with reference to the ‘Landscape’ sub-
objective from the Department for Transport WebTAG Environmental objective (TAG Unit 3.3.7) since the 
proposed routes lie within a predominantly rural context.  
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Desk Study 

Topography and Hydrology 
Option A starts at a level of around 60m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) at its southern end, rising slightly 
towards Arborifield Court to a level of 80m AOD. The topography then falls slightly as the route joins 
Swallowfield Lane at a level of around 60m AOD, after which the topography falls very slightly to 55m AOD until 
the route joins the A327 Reading Road. 

Option A1 diverges at Swallowfield Road at 60m AOD where it remains largely level until it joins the A327 
Reading Road. 

Option B and Option B1 follow a similar pattern, rising slightly from the southern end at Eversley Road from a 
level of around 60m AOD up to 80m AOD at Arborfield Court. The topography then falls as the route runs 
further northwards, joining Swallowfield Lane at a level of around 60m AOD and joining Reading Road at a 
level of around 48m AOD.  

Option C begins at a level of around 65m AOD at its southern extent, remaining gently undulating until it nears 
Swallowfield Road where the topography falls to around 55m AOD. The topography then continues to fall gently 
until the route reaches Reading Road at a level of around 44m AOD.  

Option A crosses a drainage ditch at its northern end which is Relief roaded by Option A1, whilst Option B and 
Option B1 do not cross over any water bodies or ditches. Option C crosses numerous drainage ditches as well 
as the River Loddon towards its northern extent.   

Land Use and Vegetation of the Site and Surrounding Areas 
All three route options are located primarily within agricultural land, with sections of Option A and B located on 
existing tracks or byways.  

To the east of all three route options are the built forms of Arborfield Cross and Arborfield Garrison, whilst to the 
north, west and south the landscape is predominantly rural and agricultural. Further north the agricultural 
landscape is severed by the M4 motorway, beyond which spread the urban form of Reading.  

Option A contains primarily arable farmland with fields bounded by hedgerows and hedgerow trees, as well as 
drainage ditches. The route bisects 3-4 hedgerows and skirts between a parcel of dense deciduous woodland 
to the east, and a line of trees to the west around Arborfield Court. Beyond  Swallowfield Road the route  
crosses further hedgerows and bisects the meeting point of three lines of trees which creates a very small 
copse of deciduous woodland. Beyond Swallowfield Road, Option A1, the route also bisects more hedgerows 
and runs alongside the wooded edge of the recreation ground (Arborfield Park). 

Option B also contains predominantly arable farmland with fields bounded by hedgerows and hedgerow trees 
as well as broadleaved trees and grassland / pasture areas. Beyond Swallowfield Road, the route runs 
alongside the existing Greensward Lane though fields with limited hedgerow before joining Greensward Lane 
which is lined on both sides by hedgerows and / or a line of trees beyond which are residential properties, 
gardens and driveways. Option B1 does not join Greensward Lane but continues on through a further two fields 
bounded by hedgerows.  

Option C crosses broadly agricultural / arable land, with areas of ancient, semi-natural broadleaved woodland 
(Moor Copse), hedgerows with trees and the River Loddon (see Figure B-5). Arable and pasture land, trees 
and hedgerows line the length of the route, along with wet ditches to the northern extent of the route associated 
with the River Loddon.  

Cultural Context 

Listed Buildings 
Although none of the proposed routes will directly impact upon any listed buildings, their landscape and visual 
significance is defined in terms of their setting. According to English Heritage’s Conservation Principles, 
Policies and Guidance (2008), new development should, ‘aspire to a quality of design and execution which may 
be valued both now and in the future. This neither implies nor precludes working in traditional or new ways, but 
should respect the significance of a place in its setting’. 
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There are 10 listed buildings located within 500m of the centre line of Option A and Option A1 and 6 within 
500m of the centre line of Option B, all of which are grade II.  A further 2 listed buildings are located within 
500m of Option B1, also Grade II. Option C contains 12 listed buildings within 500m of the centre line of the 
route, all of which are also grade II with the exception of Hall's Farm Kennels and Bartlett's Farmhouse which 
are Grade II* as outlined in the table below.  

Table 1: Listed buildings within 500 m of the Site 

Option Affected Name  Address Grade 

Group 1: Swallowfield Road 
A and A1 
B and B1 

Yew Tree Cottage Swallowfield Road II 

A and A1 
B and B1 

Chamberlains Farmhouse Swallowfield Road II 

A and A1 
B and B1 

Applemore Swallowfield Road II 

Group 2: Arborfield Cross  
A and A1  The Bull Inn Swallowfield Road II 

A and A1  Magnolia Cottage Eversley Road II 

A and A1 The Old Post House Eversley Road II 

A and A1 Birch House Eversley Road II 

A and A1 The Swan Public House Eversley Road II 

Group 3: Westwood and Hall's Farm 
C only Westwood Farmhouse Sherlands Road II 

C only Granary Approximately 30 Metres South West 
Of Westwood Farmhouse 

Sherlands Road II 

C only Westwood Cottage Sherlands Road II 

C only Hall's Farm Kennels Church Lane II* 

C only Barn At Hall's Farm Kennels 5 Metres To North Church Lane II 

Group 4: Farley 
C only Vine Cottage Castle Lane II 

C only Farley Hill Farmhouse Church Lane II 

Individual Buildings 
Option B1 The Bridge House Arborfield Road II 

Option B1 Remains of old church NGR SU 7495 6802 II 

A and A1 
B and B1 

Ducks Nest Farmhouse Eversley Road II 

A and A1 
B and B1 

Arborfield Court Swallowfield Road II 

B and B1  The Old Rectory Church Lane  II 

C only The School Hyde End Road, 
Shinfield 

II 

C only Cattle Shelter adjacent to Old Parsons Cottage, 
430 metres off Church Lane and to the North 
East 

Church Lane II 

C only Hephaistos School, Farley Castle Castle Hill II 

C only White's Farmhouse Swallowfield Road II 
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Option Affected Name  Address Grade 

C only Bartlett's Farmhouse Swallowfield Road II* 

 

Conservation Areas 
There are no conservation areas located within 1 km of Option B, Option B1 or Option C but there is one 
conservation area located within 1 km of Option A and Option A1, namely Arborfield Cross Conservation Area 
lying approximately 270m to the east of Option A and 115m to the east of Option A1.  

Registered Parks and Gardens 
There are no Registered Parks or Gardens located within 1km of Options A or B, but there are two located 
within 1km of Option C, as follows: 

 Farley Hall Registered Park or Garden, Grade II, lying approximately 665m to the south west; and 

 Swallowfield Park Registered Park or Garden, Grade II, lying approximately 810m to the south west. 

Scheduled Monuments 
There are no Scheduled Monuments (SAMs) located within 500m of Option A or B but there is one located 
within 500m of Option C as outlined below: 

 Moated site at Kenney's Farm, located approximately 25m to the west of Option C (see Figure B-5).  

Designated Nature Conservation Sites  
There are no statutory designated conservation sites located within 1 km of Option A, Option A1, Option B, 
Option B1 or site Option C. Results of wider search areas for Ecology and locally designated sites are found in 
the Ecology Technical Note.  

Locally Designated Landscape Sites  
Locally designated sites are outlined within the Wokingham Borough Council’s Local Plan, adopted in March 
2004 and subsequently amended in the Residual Copy of the Local Plan following Core Strategy Adoption - 
Jan 2010 which outlines the currently saved policies. These saved policies will be replaced by the Managing 
Development Delivery Development Plan Document (MDD DPD) when it is adopted – scheduled for October 
2013.  

Areas of Special Character  
Areas of Special Character are protected through the Wokingham Borough Council’s Local Plan (saved 
policies) under Policy WHE3: Development in Areas of Special Character. This states that, ‘Proposals for 
development in the areas of special character, identified on the proposals map, will be expected to respect their 
historical context. In particular, attention should be paid to volume, scale, form, materials and quality of the new 
development’.  

There are two Areas of Special Character within or adjacent to the Site as outlined below: 

 Chamberlain's Farm is a designated Area of Special Character, located within and adjacent to the north of 
site Option A and Option A1 and approximately 295m to the north east of site Option B and Option B1; and  

 Farley Hill Farm, Swallowfield, is also a designated Area of Special Character, located approximately 30m 
west of Option C. 

This policy will become Policy TB26: Buildings of Traditional Local Character and Areas of Special Character 
within the MDD DPD.Policy TB26 states that, ‘Planning permission will only be granted for proposals to or 
affecting…Areas of Special Character where they demonstrate that they retain and enhance the traditional, historical, 
local and special character of the building or area and its setting’. 

Areas of Special Landscape Importance (ASLI) 
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Areas of Special Landscape Importance are protected through the Wokingham Borough Council’s Local Plan 
(saved policies) under Policy WLL2: Areas of Special Landscape Importance. This policy states that, ‘Within the 
designated areas of special landscape importance…land uses or built development will not be permitted that 
would have a detrimental impact on the open, countryside character, or special landscape qualities of the area. 
This includes any development that results in the removal or erosion of landscape features such as ponds, 
chalk outcrops, woodland, copses and hedgerows’. 
 
There is one Area of Special Landscape Importance within or adjacent to the Site as outlined below: 

 Farley Hill is a designated Area of Special Landscape Importance located adjacent to the west of Option C. 
Option C just skims the edge of the ASLI near its southern extent between Parsons Farm and Bound Oak.  

This policy will be replaced by TB21 Landscape Character within the MDD DPD, which states that, ‘Planning 
permission will only be granted where it can be demonstrated that the proposal addresses the specific requirements 
of the Council’s Landscape Character Assessment, including the landscape quality; landscape strategy; landscape 
sensitivity and key issues…Proposals shall retain or enhance the condition, character and features that contribute to 
the landscape’.  

Designated Green Routes 
Sections of the A327 Arborfield Road and Reading Road are a Designated Green Route, coved by Local Plan 
Policy WBE6: Green Routes. This states that, Development will not be permitted that would detract from the 
visual quality of a green route or result in the loss of protected trees. Where appropriate it will be expected to 
contribute towards the improvement of green route enhancement areas through landscape and planting 
schemes’. The section where Option B and Option B1 joins Reading Road and where Option C joins Arborfield 
Road are Designated Green Routes.   

This policy will be replaced by CC03 Green Infrastructure, Trees and Landscaping, with Green Routes and 
Green Route Enhancement Areas defined on the Policies Map. Policy CC03 states that, ‘Development 
proposals which would result in the loss, fragmentation or isolation of areas of green infrastructure will not be 
acceptable’. It also identifies that, ‘Planning permission may be granted for proposals that demonstrate how 
they…provide new or protect and enhance the Borough’s Green Infrastructure networks, including the need to 
mitigate potential impacts of new development…[and] protect and retain existing trees, hedges and other 
landscape features’. 

Designated Countryside  
All of Option C and the majority of Options A and B are located within designated Countryside, coved by Policy 
WCC1: Development in the Countryside within the Wokingham Borough Council’s Local Plan (saved policies). 
This states that development outside defined settlement boundaries will be strictly controlled and only 
acceptable in principle where the proposal falls within one of a number of defined categories including 
development required for agriculture or forestry; outdoor sport or countryside recreation; local community 
facilities which cannot be located elsewhere; and other development suitable to the countryside, which cannot 
be accommodated within a settlement. The policy also states that, ‘Where development is acceptable in 
principle, it will only be permitted if it is appropriate in scale, form, materials, design and character to its location 
in the countryside. The enclosure of open areas that are important components of countryside character will not 
be permitted’. 

Public Rights of Way 
There are a number of public rights of way within and surrounding the Site, as outlined in the table below.  

Table 2: PROW within 500 m of the Site 

PROW Type  PROW Number Distance and Direction from Route 

Footpath  1 
Church Lane 

220m north of Option B  
360m north of Option B1 

Footpath 5 390m north east of Option C 

Footpath 6 230m north east of Option C 



 

 

 

Arborfield Relief road Route Options Appraisal – 
Landscape and Visual Technical Note 

6  

    

PROW Type  PROW Number Distance and Direction from Route 

Footpath 7 
Oatlands Road 

270m north of Option C 

Footpath 10 180m south west of Option C 

Footpath 11 425m north west of Option C 

Footpath 12 330m north west of Option C 

Footpath  13 460m north-east of Option A  

Footpath  14 
 

160m east of Option A  
200m east of Option B 

Footpath 15 
(Taergetts Farm) 

210m east of Option B 
345m south-east of Option A 

Footpath 15 
Millworth Lane 

250m west of Option C 

Footpath  16 360m north of Option A  
429m north east of Option A1 

Footpath  17 
 

Within site Option A and Option A1 
Within site Option B and Option B1 
10m east of Option C 

Footpath  18 
 

20m west of Option A and Option A1 
460m east of Option B and Option B1 

Footpath  20 390m west of Option B and Option B1 
Within Option C 

Footpath  22 5m west of Option B  
Within Option B1 
470m east of Option C 

Footpath  24 360m east of site Option A and Option A1 

Byway  9 400m north-east of site Option A 
290m east of and Option A1 

Byway 15 Within Option C 

Byway  19 
Pudding Lane 

Within site Option A and Option A1 

Byway  28 Within Option C 

Byway  30 470m west of Option C 

Byway  34 345m west of Option C 

Bridleway 11 Within Option C 

Bridleway 15 70m west of Option C  

Bridleway 15 
Baird Road 

100m south of Option B and Option B1 

 

Permissive Paths and Public Open Space 
There are a number of public open spaces within 500m of the centreline of Option A and Option A1 which also 
contain permissive paths, as outlined below: 
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 Arborfield Park, Swallowfield Road containing 2 football pitches, enclosed playground with an aerial 
runway, cantilever swing and youth shelter, benches and dog waste bins as well as recycling banks and a 
Pavilion, located approximately adjacent to the east of Option A and within Option A1; and 

 The Old Pond site at the Bull Roundabout maintained by Wokingham Borough Council and located 
approximately 345m to the east of Option A and 150m to the east of Option A1.  

There are a number of public open spaces within 500m of the centreline of Option B and Option B1 which also 
contain permissive paths, as outlined below: 

 Pound Copse area of woodland in Greensward Lane with a permitted footpath leading through it to Farley 
Farms and located adjacent to the west of Option B and approximately 30m to the east of Option B1.  

There is a Permissive Path connecting Oatlands Road Footpath (no. 7) to the Parrot Farm footpath (no. 6), 
located approximately 425m to the north of Option C.  

Ancient Woodland and Tree Preservation Orders  
There are no blocks of ancient woodland or trees with tree preservation orders (TPOs) located within 500m of 
the centreline of Option A or Option A1 but there are two within 500m of Option B and Option B1 as outlined 
below: 

 Pound Copse (ancient woodland and TPO) in Greensward Lane, located adjacent to the west of Site 
Option B and approximately 30m to the east of Alternative Option B; and 

 Long Copse (ancient woodland and TPO), located approximately 305m to the south-west of Option B and 
Option B1.  

There are also 12 blocks of ancient woodland located 500m of the centreline of Option C as outlined below: 

 Long Copse (ancient woodland and TPO), located approximately 270m to the east of Option C;  

 Robinhood Copse (ancient woodland)  near Long Copse, located approximately 180m to the east of Option 
C; 

 Great Copse (two blocks of ancient woodland, located either side of Castle Hill Road), located 
approximately 50m west of Option C; 

 Church Lane Copse (ancient woodland and TPO), located approximately 465m to the west of Option C;  

 Moor copse (ancient woodland), located within Option C; and 

 Rounds Copse (ancient woodland), located approximately 115m to the east of Option C.  

Landscape Character 
The study of Landscape Character is undertaken at different scales, with each larger scale adding greater 
detail onto the previous layer. Natural England has undertaken to characterise these areas of similar landscape 
character, resulting in the creation of National Character Areas (NCAs), which was updated in 2005.  

There are a total of 159 NCAs and all three Site Options falls into Countryside Character Volume 7: South East 
and London. All of the Options and their Alternatives fall within National Character Area 129: Thames Basin 
Heaths although just to the north is character area of 115: Thames Valley.  

The Thames Basin Heaths (NCA 129) comprise a distinct area of commonly unenclosed heathland and 
coniferous forestry extending from the Thames Basin Lowlands in the east, across north Hampshire north of 
the Downs and through south-east Berkshire towards the dip slope of the Berkshire and Marlborough Downs 
The key characteristics of the Thames Basin Heaths Character Area include the following: 

 Particularly diverse landscape unified by the high incidence of heathland and coniferous forestry, the open 
unenclosed nature of which is unusual within the context of the south-east region; 

 Heavily populated and developed area characterised by large towns plus numerous smaller settlements 
along transport corridors interspersed by open land; 
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 Fragmented but often connected blocks of largely neglected remnant heathland as a result of early 
agricultural clearances and widespread development, with most heath retained on large commons or as 
Ministry of Defence training areas; 

 The western part of the area is fairly well-wooded with grazed pasture but retains a heathy character due to 
the dominance of oak/birch/bracken/pine and remnant heath on small unimproved pockets of land. Variety 
and contrast is given by the wide grazed floodplain, drainage ditches, restored gravel workings and lush 
wetland vegetation associated with the Kennet Valley; 

 Cultivated farmland and pasture is typically enclosed within small and irregularly shaped fields divided by 
hedgerows with small areas of wood and heath heavily used for horse grazing; and 

 Large tracts of coniferous plantations or mixed wood with beech and birch are typical of much of the area, 
with significant areas of ancient woodland in the west. 

Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) have also undertaken a landscape character assessment, adopted as 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on 29th April 2004 and entitled Landscape Character Assessment. The 
SPD characterises the landscape into a series of 14 landscape types and 30 character areas with a detailed 
description of each. The assessment also outlines the key characteristics of each area and identifies their 
quality, condition and overall sensitivity (further details on the criteria for the assessment is outlined within the 
Landscape Character Assessment SPD).  

The three route Options fall within the following character areas defined within the SPD 
Table 3: Woking Borough Council Landscape Character Assessment Areas within the Site 

Option & 
extent 

Character 
Areas 

Key characteristics Quality Condition Sensitivity to 
change 

Option A 
and Option 
A1 
(southern 
and 
northern 
extent); 

Option B 
and Option 
B1 
(southern 
and central 
northern 
sections) 

Option C 
(small part 
of  central 
section) 

J2:  Arborfield 
and Barkham 
Settled and 
Farmed Clay 

 Large area of rural farmland 
interspersed with a fairly dense 
network of mixed traditional and 
modern settlements. 

 Predominantly flat to gently shelving 
landform over a simple Clay geology 
with localised areas of sandy and 
terrace deposits. 

 Arable farming predominates with 
pasture on slightly high ground and 
paddocks near settlement. Large 
geometric fields with remnants of 
irregular early enclosure and 

 Parliamentary fields on former 
commons. 

 Declining hedgerow structure 
showing gaps in many places or 
replaced by fences. 

 Hedgerow trees in field boundaries 
and particularly along roads, 
shelterbelts and small farm woods 
are important in maintaining rural 
character. 

 Presence of subtle wooded shallow 
‘valleys’ around the Barkham Brook 
known as ‘the Coombes’ extending 
to character area L1. 

 Small ponds and moated sites. 
 Older scattered settlement of farms, 

hamlets and small nucleated villages 
including Barkham and Arborfield 
Cross with traditional character and 
use of vernacular materials including 
timber framing and clay tiles. 

 Modern development varies widely 
with no consistent style or form, 

Moderate 

 

(due to the 
combination 
of moderate 
landscape 
character and 
moderate 
overall 
Condition) 

Moderate 

 

(fragmentati-
on of the field 
system due to 
the declining 
hedgerow 
structure and 
the 
maintenance 
of areas in 
institutional 
use) 

Moderate 

 

(Most elements 
difficult but not 
impossible to 
replace or 
restore, in 
particular the 
pattern of older 
settlements, 
areas of intact, 
historic field 
system and rural 
qualities of the 
roads. Most 
characteristics 
are valued at 
the local scale 
of importance). 



 

 

 

Arborfield Relief road Route Options Appraisal – 
Landscape and Visual Technical Note 

9  

    

Option & 
extent 

Character 
Areas 

Key characteristics Quality Condition Sensitivity to 
change 

including southern edge of 
Wokingham and industrial estate. 

 Arborfield Garrison and Barracks 
with distinctive institutional military 
buildings within security fencing and 
housing estates. 

Option A 
and Option 
A1 (Central 
section); 

Option B 
and Option 
B1 (central 
southern 
section) 

Option C 
(southern 
section) 

L2: Farley Hill 
Wooded Sand 
and Gravel 
Hills 

 Area of upstanding small undulating 
hills of London Clay overlain by 
sands and gravels. Intricate mix of 
land use dominated by woodland, 
pasture and arable land with a 
secluded, remote and highly rural 
atmosphere. 

 Extensive network of mixed, 
coniferous and deciduous woodland, 
copses and historic parkland, 
including ancient woodland and 
coppice. 

 Close knit pattern of dispersed 
farmsteads, hamlets and historic 
houses including a rich and 
picturesque vernacular built heritage 
including brick, timber-framing, 
thatch and clay tiles. 

 Some signs of urban fringe 
characteristics influencing the rural 
landscape, arising (new 
development and paddocks). 
Network of recreational footpaths 
and bridleways. 

 Small sinuous pastures carved out 
from woodland and arable fields on 
the lower slopes usually bounded by 
thick and overgrown hedgerows. 

 Quiet winding rural lanes and steep 
muddy sunken tracks through the 
woodlands. 

 Presence of marginal land use 
including semi-industrial areas and 
rough pony paddocks creating 
pockets of neglect. 

 Views to the Blackwater, Broadwater 
and Loddon Valleys, with this area 
forming a wooded backdrop to views 
from the valleys. 

High  
 
(The 
landscape 
has such a 
strong 
character that 
despite its 
moderate 
condition it is 
overall 
perceived to 
have a high 
quality) 

Moderate  
 
(considerable 
opportunities 
for minor but 
significant 
changes to 
bring the 
landscape 
closer to its 
optimum 
condition, 
with the 
condition of 
the remnant 
parkland, 
suburbanising 
trends, 
presence of 
incongruous 
features and 
replacement 
of overgrown 
hedgerows 
with fences 
being of 
particular 
concern) 

Moderate  
 
(regional scale 
of importance of 
individual 
components 
and their 
low or moderate 
recreatability 
value) 

Option B 
and Option 
B1 (far 
northern 
section); 

Option C 
(small part 
of  central 
section) 

C1: Arborfield 
River Terrace 

 An agricultural landscape defined by 
medium to large, geometric field 
units under intensive farming (both 
pasture and arable) and bound by 
indistinct boundaries comprising 
mainly post and wire fencing and 
gappy remnant hedgerows. 

 Gently undulating river terrace 
landform alongside the River Loddon 
- underlain by clay and younger river 
terrace gravels. 

 The presence of woodland and 
copses, some of ancient origin, 
breaking up the agricultural plain. 

 Largely unvaried topography and 
proximity to the River Loddon allows 

Moderate 

 

(on account 
of its 
moderate 
strength of 
character and 
the moderate 
condition of 
most 
characteristic
s) 

Moderate-
poor 

 
(hedgerow 
network/ 
historic field 
system have 
declined, 
coppices are 
unmanaged 
and 
vernacular 
architecture is 
being eroded 
by 

Moderate 

 

(importance 
and difficulty of 
recreating 
historic 
buildings and 
small areas of 
ancient 
Woodland 
/parkland as 
contrasted with 
the relative 
ease with which 
the rural land 
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Option & 
extent 

Character 
Areas 

Key characteristics Quality Condition Sensitivity to 
change 

clear views across to the adjacent 
floodplain. 

 Sense of remoteness due to very 
low-density settlement comprising 
farmsteads (typically of red brick), 
manor houses and hamlets. 

 Remnant historic parkland 
associated with the former Arborfield 
Hall and the presence of mature 
oaks, which provide a strong 
silhouette against the open sky. 

 Large, modern agricultural buildings 
are prominent features of the 
landscape. 

 The presence of moats in the 
landscape, indicate the post-
medieval fashion of enhancing the 
status and appearance of manor and 
other large houses. 

 The rural character is emphasised 
by the narrow lanes and tracks that 
allow access to fields on the Loddon 
floodplain. 

introduction of 
unsympathet-
ic 
components. 
Components 
of highest 
quality are the 
physical 
landscape, 
particularly 
the terrace 
landform, and 
the tranquil 
rural 
environment) 

use pattern 
could be 
replicated. The 
most sensitive 
elements are 
the remaining 
historic features 
and the tranquil 
rural character. 
The openness 
of the 
landscape on 
the terrace 
means that any 
change has the 
potential 
to be highly 
visible) 

Option C 
(northern 
section) 

A2: Loddon 
River Valley 

 Presence of the River Loddon, 
following a meandering course with 
branches, tributary rivers and 
streams. 

 Broad, flat alluvial floodplain 
bounded by adjacent low ridges of 
river terrace gravels. Medium and 
large irregular geometric fields of 
both pasture and arable farmland, 
divided by post and wire fencing, 
timber fencing, gappy hedgerows 
and drainage ditches. 

 Natural wetland character 
associated with the watercourses 
providing important wildlife habitats, 
including riparian woodlands and wet 
meadows and supporting many rare 
and important species. 

 Low-density scattered settlement 
dominated by traditional warm red 
brick buildings and farmsteads. 

 Important historic riverside features 
including bridges at crossing points, 
water mills and moated sites. 

 Scattered blocks of deciduous 
woodland and copses, interlinked 
woodland belts, scattered trees and 
scrub provide a rough wooded 
backdrop. 

 Influence of large scale designed 
parkland landscape at Swallowfield 
Park with smooth, shelving 
grassland and mature oaks. 

 Strong rural character and sense of 
remoteness in some areas, although 
the M4 creates physical and visual 
severance along the floodplain. 

High 

(due to the 
strong 
contribution 
that many 
landscape 
components 
make to the 
overall 
perception of 
the 
landscape) 

Moderate 

(of some key 
features 
provide 
opportunities 
for landscape 
Improvement
s) 

High 

(difficult to 
recreate many 
of the key 
characteristics 
of the landscape  
for example the 
naturalness of 
the river course 
and the area's 
tranquil remote 
character 
including an 
absence of 
development on 
the valley floor) 
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Visual Context 
There are a number of visual receptors within or adjacent to the Site, the primary ones being identified in the 
Table 4. The sensitivity of a viewpoint is based on a number of factors, including the number of potential 
viewers, duration and type of the viewing experience, land use at the viewpoint, and the landscape quality of 
the view. The assessment is based on professional judgement which also takes into account planning policies 
and guidance (further details can be found in ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’ (2002) 
published by the Landscape Institute with the Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment.  

Table 4: Visual Receptors Within or Surrounding the Site 

Visual Receptor Within 
the 
Route 
corridor 

Within  
500m of 
the 
Route 
corridor 

Sensitivity 
to change 

Option A 
Vehicular users of Pudding Lane track and byway; A327 Reading 
Road; Swallowfield Road; A327 Eversley Road 

Yes Yes Medium 

Non-vehicular users of Pudding Lane track and byway (no, 19) and 
footpath 17 

Yes Yes High 

Users of adjacent public rights of way network and Public Open Space No Yes Medium 

Workers, staff and visitors to Arborfield Garden Centre; The Bull; the 
Swan Inn; Newland Farm; Pudding Lane Nursery; Targetts Farm 

No Yes Low-
medium 

Residents along/ off Chamberlain Gardens; Swallowfield Road, 
Eversley Road, Harts Close, Melrose Gardens; Link way; Walden 
Avenue; Ducks nest cottages listed building; Arborfield Court listed 
building 

No Yes Medium-
high 

Option A1 
Vehicular users of Pudding Lane track and byway; A327 Reading 
Road; Swallowfield Road; A327 Eversley Road 

Yes Yes Medium 

Non-vehicular users of Pudding Lane track and byway (no. 19) and 
footpath 17 

Yes Yes High 

Workers, staff and visitors to Arborfield Park recreation ground Yes Yes Medium-
high 

Users of adjacent public rights of way network and Public Open Space No Yes Medium 

Workers, staff and visitors to Arborfield Garden Centre; The Bull; the 
Swan Inn; Newland Farm; Pudding Lane Nursery; Targetts Farm 

No Yes Low-
medium 

Residents along/ off Chamberlain Gardens; Swallowfield Road, 
Eversley Road, Harts Close, Melrose Gardens; Link way; Walden 
Avenue; Ducks nest cottages listed building; Arborfield Court listed 
building 

No Yes Medium-
high 

Option B 
Users of A327 Reading Road; A327 Eversley Road; Langley Common 
Road; Greensward Road; Swallowfield Road 

Yes Yes Medium 

Non-vehicular users of footpath 17 Yes Yes High 

Users of adjacent public rights of way network and Public Open Space No Yes Medium 

Workers, staff and visitors to Arborfield Garden Centre; and Arborfield 
Riding School; Bridge Farm; Cross Lanes Farm  

No Yes Low-
medium 
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Visual Receptor Within 
the 
Route 
corridor 

Within  
500m of 
the 
Route 
corridor 

Sensitivity 
to change 

Residents along/ off Rickman Close; Eversley Road; Reading Road; 
Baird Road; Arborfield Grange; Ducks nest cottages listed building; 
Arborfield Court listed building 

No Yes Medium 

Users and visitors to the Pound Copse public space and permitted 
paths 

No Yes Medium 

Option B1 
Users of A327 Reading Road; A327 Eversley Road; Langley Common 
Road; Swallowfield Road 

Yes Yes Medium 

Non-vehicular users of footpath 17 Yes Yes High 

Users of adjacent public rights of way network and Public Open Space No Yes Medium 

Workers, staff and visitors to Arborfield Garden Centre; and Arborfield 
Riding School; Bridge Farm; Cross Lanes Farm  

No Yes Low-
medium 

Residents along/ off Rickman Close; Eversley Road; Reading Road; 
Baird Road; Arborfield Grange; Ducks nest cottages listed building; 
Arborfield Court listed building 

No Yes Medium-
high 

Users and visitors to the Pound Copse public space and permitted path No Yes Medium 

Option C 
Vehicular users of A327 Eversley Road; A327; Arborfield Road;  Castle 
Hill; Swallowfield Road; Wokingham Road 

Yes Yes Medium 

Non-vehicular users of Byway 15; Bridleway 11 and Byway 28 Yes Yes High 

Users of adjacent public rights of way network and Public Open Space No Yes Medium 

Workers, staff and visitors to Tanner’s Farm and Tanner’s Farm Dairy; 
Farley hill Farm; hall’s Farm; Parson’s Farm; Kenney’s Farm SAM; 
Shinfield School and Parrot Farm 

No Yes Low-
medium 

Residents along/ off Eversley Road; Church Lane; Parson’s Farm and 
track; Elm Cottage; Bunces shaw; Castle Hill; the Mews; Farley Castle; 
Nutter’s Lane; Parrot Farm; Parson’s Farm; Tanner’s Farm; Millworth 
Lane; Chestnut Crescent; Arborfield Road; Wokingham Road 

No Yes Medium-
high 

Summary of Landscape and Visual Constraints 
Of the Options outlined above, Option B utilises the most existing highway (a section of Greensward Lane) and 
is therefore likely to have a lower magnitude of change on landscape receptors than Option A or C. Although 
Option B is longer than Option A, it is considerably shorter than Option C and contains fewer sensitive visual 
receptors, designated landscapes and listed buildings that are likely to be affected than either Options A or C.  
It is not located within any designated Areas of Special Character or Area of Special Landscape Importance 
and is therefore capable of accommodating change along the route proposed.  

Option A1 passes through a part of Arborfield Park and recreation ground. Although not statutorily designated, 
the site contains numerous trees and will result in the partial loss of some public amenity space. Both Option A 
and Option A1 will affect the Pudding Lane byway, particularly Option A.  
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Option A and A1 are the shortest of the Options, partially utilising existing tracks (Pudding Lane) and located 
closest to existing urban form (of Arborfield Cross). Lighting of this route would have less impact on night time 
views and local character than Option B or C due to its proximity to existing lit built form and limited length. 
They both, however, pass through the Chamberlain’s Farm Area of Special Character and therefore lighting, 
planting and choice of materials along the southern sections of the route would need to be carefully considered.  

Option C is located adjacent (and just clipping) a number of locally designated landscape areas, including the 
Farley Hill designated Area of Special Landscape Importance, as well as one designated area of Ancient 
Woodland. It also crosses a number of different public rights of way. Its erosion of the openness and character 
of the countryside, length of route and number of sensitive landscape receptors through which or adjacent to 
which it passes makes this the least suitable route option in landscape terms. Although Option C has fewer 
visual receptors immediately adjacent than route Option A or B, the loss of mature trees, length of the route and 
potential artificial lighting within a currently unlit area are likely to result in a wider field of visual influence than 
Options A or B (or their alternatives), making it the least suitable option from a visual amenity perspective.  

Construction 

The loss or change in visual amenity and local landscape character for all the receptors identified in the 
baseline review above are likely to be greater during the construction phase due to the presence of 
construction traffic, plant, materials and temporary signage and lighting, creating a character and views that are 
discordant with the surrounding landscape.   

Operation 

If the operational road is lit, there may be potential adverse changes in the night time lit environment and 
increased traffic may also be discernible for surrounding visual and landscape receptors, particularly for Option 
C. Increased traffic around Kenney’s Farm SAM would adversely affect the setting of the SAM and the 
tranquillity and setting of ancient woodland and open countryside in Option C..Conversely, the resultant 
reduction in traffic around some of the smaller villages or listed buildings may improve their immediate local 
character and visual amenity, such as for users and residents of Arborfield Cross, Arborfield Garrison or 
Arborfield, if Option C is chosen.  

Option A and A1, being the shortest and located within a more urban environment, are likely to result in lower 
landscape and visual effects during operation than Option C, although their location within an Area of Special 
Character is likely to result in effects similar to Option B in terms of landscape character. The technically 
recommended route (Option A or Option A1) would be dependent on the number of mature trees and/ or 
hedgerows likely to be lost, with the route resulting in the lowest lost likely to be preferred in the short to 
medium term.  Replacement planting would replace the tree cover over time, but loss of recreational space may 
need to be mitigated elsewhere in the vicinity.  

The key environmental constraints in terms of landscape and visual receptors for each of the Options are 
outlined in more detail below. 

Option A  
 Potential adverse effect on local landscape character through change in land use from one of a partially 

rural, agricultural character with trees and hedgerows to one of built form. However, re-use of some existing 
tracks will slightly lessen the magnitude of the change in the local character or views as well as on the 
openness and character of the countryside;   

 Potential alteration in local topography if the road is built on embankment or in cutting at any point; 

 The proposed road alignment passes close to, or within the setting of 10 listed buildings and 1 
Conservation Area. Of particular note are Group 1: Swallowfield Road, which are all located in very close 
proximity to the proposed route alignment;  

 Potential change in visual amenity for users of the adjacent roads, particularly where the proposed route 
option directly crosses existing highways, namely Pudding Lane track and byway; A327 Reading Road; 
Swallowfield Road; and A327 Eversley Road; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents along/ off Chamberlain Gardens; Swallowfield Road, Eversley 
Road, Harts Close, Melrose Gardens; Link way; Walden Avenue; Ducks nest cottages listed building; and 
Arborfield Court listed building; 
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 Potential loss of visual amenity for workers, staff and visitors to Arborfield Garden Centre; The Bull; the 
Swan Inn; Newland Farm; Pudding Lane Nursery; and Targetts Farm; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the public rights of way network, in particular users of Pudding 
Lane track and byway (no, 19) and footpath 17 which cross the line of the proposed route. The public paths 
will have to be diverted over/ under/ across or round the proposed road alignment;  

 There will be a loss of some mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including potentially impinging upon 
the character and quality (indirectly) of Arborfield Park and the Old Pond site at the Bull Roundabout; and 

 The loss of agricultural land, trees and hedgerows and creation of new hard-surfaced highway will impinge 
upon the character and quality of the Chamberlain's Farm designated Area of Special Character. 
Consideration of the materials used, scale of the proposed road (including width) and lighting will be 
particularly important along the southern section of the route between Eversley Road and Swallowfield 
Road.  

Option A 1 
Option A1 has the same key constraints as outlined for Option A above but with the following alterations: 

 In comparison to Option A, the Option A1 would result in loss of green space along its entire length, 
including loss of some recreational space. Existing tracks will not be utilised;  

 Potential loss of visual amenity and physical space for users of Arborfield Park; and 

 There will be a loss of some mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including impinging upon the 
character and quality of Arborfield Park (directly) and the Old Pond site (at the Bull Roundabout (indirectly). 

Option B 
 Potential adverse effect on local landscape character through change in land use from one of a 

predominantly rural, agricultural character with trees and hedgerows to one of built form. However, re-use 
of some existing tracks will slightly lessen the magnitude of the change in terms of local character and 
views as well as on the openness and character of the countryside;     

 Potential alteration in local topography if the road is built on embankment or in cutting at any point, 
impacting upon local topography; 

 The proposed road alignment passes close to, or within the setting of 6 Grade II listed buildings. Of 
particular note are Arborfield Court and Ducks Nest Farmhouse, which are both located in very close 
proximity to the proposed route alignment. Arborfield Court in particular will have its immediate setting 
severely affected;  

 Potential change in visual amenity for users of the adjacent roads, particularly where the proposed route 
option directly crosses existing highways, namely users of the A327 Reading Road; A327 Eversley Road; 
Langley Common Road; Greensward Lane; and Swallowfield Road  

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents along/ off Rickman Close; Eversley Road; Reading Road; 
Baird Road; Arborfield Grange; Ducks nest cottages listed building; and Arborfield Court listed building; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for workers, staff and visitors to Arborfield Garden Centre; and Arborfield 
Riding School; Bridge Farm; and Cross Lanes Farm; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the public rights of way network, in particular users of footpath 
17 which crosses the line of the proposed route. The public path will have to be diverted over/ under/ 
across or round the proposed road alignment;  

 There will be a loss of some mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including potentially impinging upon 
the character and quality of Pound Copse public space and ancient woodland and the setting of Long 
Copse ancient woodland; 

 Loss of trees could impact upon the visual amenity and character of the Reading Road Designated Green 
Route; and 
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 The loss of agricultural land, trees and hedgerows and creation of new hard-surfaced highway may impinge 
upon the character and quality of the nearby Chamberlain's Farm designated Area of Special Character 
although will not directly impact upon it.  

Option B1 
Option B1 has the same key constraints as outlined for Option B above but with the following alterations: 

 Potential adverse effect on local landscape character through change in land use from one of a 
predominantly rural, agricultural character with trees and hedgerows to one of built form;  

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of footpath 17 and 22 which cross the line of the proposed route. 
The public paths will have to be diverted over/ under/ across or round the proposed road alignment; and 

 Potential change in visual amenity for users of the adjacent roads (such as Greensward Lane), but 
particularly where the proposed route directly crosses existing highways, namely users of the A327 
Reading Road; A327 Eversley Road; Langley Common Road; and Swallowfield Road; and 

 Option B1 will not directly affect Greensward Lane and may result in lower magnitude of change to Pound 
Copse ancient woodland and TPOs.  

Option C 
 Potential adverse effect on local landscape character through change in land use from one of a 

predominantly rural, wooded and agricultural in character with trees and hedgerows to one of built form;   

 Potential alteration in local topography if the road is built on embankment; 

 The proposed road alignment passes close to, or within the setting of 11 listed buildings, 2 registered parks 
and Gardens and 1 scheduled monument; the settings of which may become severed or adversely affected 
by the route; 

 Potential change in visual amenity for users of the adjacent roads, particularly where the proposed route 
option directly crosses existing highways, namely A327 Eversley Road; A327; Arborfield Road;  Castle Hill; 
Wokingham Road and Swallowfield Road; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for residents along/ off Eversley Road; Church Lane; Parson’s Farm and 
track; Elm Cottage; Bunces shaw; Castle Hill; the Mews; Farley Castle; Nutter’s Lane; Parrot Farm; 
Parson’s Farm; Tanner’s Farm; Millworth Lane; Chestnut Crescent; Wokingham Road and Arborfield Road; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for workers, staff and visitors to Tanner’s Farm and Tanner’s Farm Dairy; 
Farley hill Farm; hall’s Farm; Parson’s Farm; Kenney’s Farm SAM; Shinfield School and Parrot Farm; 

 Potential loss of visual amenity for users of the public rights of way network, in particular users of byway 15; 
Byway 28; Bridleway 11; and footpath 20 which cross the line of the proposed route. The public paths will 
have to be diverted over/ under/ across or round the proposed road alignment;  

 There will be a loss of mature trees and sections of hedgerow, including severing Moor copse Ancient 
Woodland. The character, quality and integrity of the ancient woodland will be damaged, along with the 
character and openness of the countryside;  

 Loss of trees could impact upon the visual amenity and character of the Arborfield Road Designated Green 
Route; and 

 The change in landscape character and loss of mature trees, copses and hedgerows will adversely affect 
the character and quality of the Farley Hill Farm designated Area of Special Character and Farley Hill 
designated Area of Special Landscape Importance, particularly where the route directly clips a small 
section of the designated area.   

Recommendations 
The following recommendations are provided for consideration which may help to reduce the magnitude of any 
adverse effects on landscape and visual receptors:  
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 The Wokingham Landscape Character Assessment is relatively small scale and therefore more detailed 
local landscape character assessments should be undertaken to understand the potential change to the 
local landscape character of each route Option; 

 Retention of mature trees should be achieved wherever possible with review of the road alignment to avoid 
high value trees. A tree survey to BS5837: 2012 standards is recommended to determine the location and 
value of the tree resource. Option B lies adjacent to TPOs and ancient woodland as well as passing 
through the wooded Arborfield Court grounds and in very close proximity to a listed building. Option C is 
particularly important in terms or consideration of high value trees (including severance of Moor Copse 
Ancient woodland); 

 Survey of hedgerows to determine whether any fall within the Hedgerow Regulations specification. Any that 
do should be retained where possible, but others would be replaceable through appropriate mitigation 
planting; 

 Agreed road alignments should be accompanied by a landscape design plan to indicate proposed planting. 
This should include native trees and shrubs to help mitigate any trees or hedgerow lost as a result of the 
proposed road and to help screen the road from surrounding visual receptors; 

 Particular consideration of materials and lighting as well as noise attenuation should be given to route 
options crossing through areas of Special Character or Areas of Special Landscape Importance;    

 PROW diversion orders will be required for path diversions. New routes should be proposed, or suitable 
crossings included in any design; and 

 Lighting should be in keeping with the existing road network although consideration of low-level lighting or 
no lighting should be given where ever routes pass in close proximity to scheduled monuments, listed 
buildings or designated landscapes (Areas of Special Character and Areas of Special Landscape 
Importance).  

It is unlikely that the following receptors will be significantly affected by any of the options: 

 Arborfield Cross Conservation Area;  

 Statutory designated landscape receptors over 1km from the Site; and 

 Setting of listed buildings over 500m from the Site.  

Other designated areas over 1km from the Site are unlikely to be significantly impacted upon by any of the 
route options due to intervening built form, topography; vegetation and distance from the Site.  

The proximity of all the route Options to nearby residences will allow some clear views of each route Option 
from some visual receptors but particularly Option A, Option A1 and Option B.  

As the wider landscape is generally gently undulating with good tree cover, the routes of all the Options are not 
likely to be very visible from the wider countryside, being generally well screened with hedgerows and trees. 
Lighting columns may impinge into the skyline of some views and therefore lighting needs to be carefully 
considered, particularly for Option A and Option A1 (due to proximity to designated landscapes) and Option C 
due to its length and location within a more rural context may be more visible to surrounding receptors, 
particularly in winter, if the length of the highway is lit). 

If tree planting and hedgerows are incorporated along all route options with sensitive lighting design, it is 
anticipated that the impact upon the setting of identified listed buildings can generally be mitigated.  

All identified route options are likely to change the existing site vegetation and character, although there may be 
opportunities to integrate tree planting and/or hedgerow planting along the routes to contribute to the landscape 
fabric.   

The use of single-carriageways should be used for all the route options identified to minimise visual and 
physical intrusion into the countryside and local landscape character. 

The existing public rights of way running through the Site offer the potential for enhancement and to contribute 
to the wider non-vehicular network. 

Of all the route options identified, Option A and Option B1 are probably the routes which have the fewest 
significant effects on landscape and visual receptors, followed by Option A1 and Option B. Option C is likely to 
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have more significant landscape effects than the other route options, although potentially fewer visual receptors 
than Option A, Option A1 or Option B.   
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