
 
 

Wokingham Station Link Road – Consultation on Proposals  
 
Briefing Note on Potential Air Quality Impacts 
 
Introduction 
 
As part of the consultation on the proposals for the new Station Link Road and its 
associated junction improvements, Wokingham Borough Council has undertaken a number 
of studies to examine the impacts of the proposed scheme on traffic and the local 
environment. 
 
This short briefing note provides a summary of the Council’s work on examining the 
benefits to and impacts on Air Quality which may arise through the proposed Link Road 
and its associated junction and access improvements. 
 
Potential Air Quality Impacts – Summary of Findings 
 
The desktop study, completed during the autumn and winter 2011 / 2012, is based on the 
approaches recommended by Government departments (DEFRA), Wokingham 
Environmental Health officers and industry best practice.  This took account of the 
Council’s current requirements for Air Quality Management Areas and ongoing monitoring, 
especially in the vicinity of the scheme proposals.  
 
The study included examining the implication of changes in air quality with and without the 
proposed Station Link Road, against a backdrop of agreed traffic growth figures for the 
anticipated year in which the road would open (2014) and 15 years after opening (2029). 
 
The proposed Link Road has been designed to help reduce congestion and queuing 
around Wokingham Station, in particular, queuing in the vicinity of the Wellington 
Road/Station Road junction, adjacent to the level crossing. The assessment has shown 
that there are likely to be increases in NO2 and PM10 concentrations within the immediate 
vicinity of the proposed Link Road, whilst decreases are predicted to occur at a number of 
locations on Station Road, Barkham Road and around the Shute End junction.  
 
According to the assessment, the impact of the proposed Link Road on annual mean NO2 
concentrations is considered to range from slightly adverse to substantially beneficial. The 
impact of the proposed Link Road on annual PM10 concentrations is considered to range 
from negligible to neutral, whilst the impact of the proposed scheme on 24 hour mean 
PM10 concentrations is considered to range from slightly beneficial to negligible/neutral.  

For more information about impacts on specific streets or areas please contact Wokingham 
Direct (telephone 0118 974 6000), leave your details and we will contact you or e-mail 
SLR@wokingham.gov.uk 

 


