
 
 

Wokingham Station Link Road – Consultation on Proposals  
 
Briefing Note on Impacts on Traffic Movement and Capacity 
 
Introduction 
 
As part of the consultation on the proposals for the new Station Link Road and its 
associated junction improvements, Wokingham Borough Council has undertaken a number 
of studies to examine the traffic and environmental impacts of the scheme. 
 
This short briefing note provides a summary of the Council’s work on examining the 
changes to traffic movement and capacity that may arise through the proposed Link Road 
and its associated junction and access improvements. 
 
The overall objectives of the scheme are: 
 

• To improve traffic flow within the town, especially at the Barkham Road level 
crossing 

• To improve the walk, cycle and bus access and interchange with the rail station and 
town centre 

• To improve highway and rail safety at the level crossing 

• To reduce the local environmental impacts that queuing traffic on Station Road, 
Barkham Road, Wellington Road and Shute End currently produce 

 
Key benefits are: 
 

• The proposed Link Road is an essential part of the Council’s long term strategic 
transport aspirations.  As such it is integral to the delivery of the core strategy and 
the target of delivering core strategy development with minimal detriment to existing 
journey times.  Strategic modelling has always taken in to account the Link Road 
and the more detailed modelling for the town centre masterplan also assumes the 
Link Road to be in place.   

• The improved road link into the station will make access easier for the majority of 
vehicles and reduce interruptions to traffic flow on Station Road and Wellington 
Road.  The new station building and Link Road combined will, for the first time, allow 
for a bus / rail interchange facility in Wokingham.  This will make Wokingham station 
more attractive and encourage greater use of public transport for all parts of a 
journey.  Better pedestrian and cycling facilities will help to encourage more 
sustainable modes of transport accessing the rail station. 

• The re-arrangement of the junction between Wellington Road, Station Road, 
Barkham Road and the new Link Road will allow for better integration of traffic 
signals and pedestrian crossing facilities with the level crossing, which will reduce 
delays. 

• The revised junction layout also provides more space for urban realm improvements 
at this important gateway to the town centre. 

 



Impacts of the New Link Road and Junctions 
 
The main impacts on traffic movements are set out in the consultation leaflet and relate to: 
 

• Changes to traffic direction on Station Road (one way from Shute End to the level 

crossing); 

• Station Link Road would be one-way from the level crossing to the Station Car Park 

entrance and then two-way to the junction with Reading Road; 

• There would be changes to turning movements at the following junctions: 

 

o No left turn from Wellington Road into Barkham Road 

o No right turn from Barkham Road into Wellington Road 

o No left turn from Oxford Road into Barkham Road 

o No right turn from Barkham Road into Oxford Road 

o No right turn from Station Road to Station Link Road 

 
Wellington Road and Barkham Road would remain two-way in the new scheme. 
 
Traffic signal junctions will be provided at Reading Road / Station Road / Shute End, 
Station Road / Wellington Road / Barkham Road / Station Link Road and Station Link Road 
/ Reading Road.  Illustrations of the proposed junction arrangements, including the facilities 
for pedestrians and cyclists, have been provided on the Council’s website and in the 
consultation leaflet. 
 
The traffic sigjnals at the level crossing will be linked to the operation of the railway level 
crossing barriers to reduce congestion when the barriers are closed and prioritise traffic 
movements when the barriers reopen. 
 
Our analysis of how traffic could grow in the future and how Station Link Road will assist in 
managaing this have been conducted for the year in which the new road would open  
(around 2014) and 15 years in the future, known as Forecast Year (2029). 
 
We have provided some diagrams (see website) to show how the capacity of the roads 
around the local area of the Link Road may alter over time, with and without the Station 
Link Road project.  These are displayed in terms of the volume of traffic over the capacity 
of the road, where a figure of 100 indicates that the road is full for the morning and evening 
peak traffic periods. 
 
We have also provided an indication of how average vehicle journey times could change in 
the future on key routes across the local road network directly affected by the proposals for 
the morning and evening peak traffic periods. 
 
In general, the information presented indicates that the scheme provides benefits in terms 
of improving traffic flows, especially when the level crossing barriers are down.  The 
opening of the road itself and the new junction at Reading Road allows, for the first time, an 
improved connection for bus and rail services and improved pedestrian and cyclist 
connections directly to and from the rail station. 
 
For more information about impacts on specific streets or areas please contact Wokingham 
Direct (telephone 0118 974 6000), leave your details and we will contact you or e-mail 
SLR@wokingham.gov.uk 
 

 


