
 
 

Wokingham Station Link Road – Consultation on Proposals  
 
Briefing Note on Impacts on Ecology 
 
Introduction 
 
As part of the consultation on the proposals for the new Station Link Road and its 
associated junction improvements, Wokingham Borough Council has undertaken a 
number of studies to examine the traffic and environmental impacts of the scheme. 
This short briefing note provides a summary of the Council’s work on examining the 
changes to local trees and ecology that may arise through the proposed Link Road and its 
associated junction and access improvements. 
 
Impacts of the New Link Road and Junctions 
 
Reviews of the following have been completed: 
 

• Habitat 

• Bird 

• Reptile 

• Bat  

• Large Mammal 

Habitat 
 
In general the review has found that the new Station Link Road would have minimal 
impact on the existing flora which has limited species diversity, dominated almost entirely 
by Sycamore, with few mature trees.  There are areas of Japanese Knotweed that will 
need careful removal during the construction period. 
Although there will be a loss of some trees along the route of the proposed road and at 
some of the junctions, the Council is proposing to replace these with appropriate species 
and numbers to mitigate the impact; the tree replacement policy would be outlined in any 
landscaping proposals. 
 
Birds 
 
The bird species recorded on the proposed Link Road site are typical of suburban sites 
with open ground and wooded gardens.  The numbers and mix of species are not 
particularly high on the site.  The review estimates that while a few partial bird territories 
may be lost or affected, no complete territories are contained within the proposed site.  
Overall the review concluded that the impact of the road would have a negligible impact 
the bird populations.  Site Clearance would also take place outside of bird nesting periods 



 
 
 
 
Reptile 
 
The results of the survey indicated that the site has a small population of slow worms and 
measures to avoid harm to these animals would be easy to put in place.  The overall 
evaluation of the site is that there would be no noticeable impact on reptiles which could 
not be directly mitigated by local relocation. 
 
Bats 
 
The bat species recorded on the site are considered common or locally frequent, which 
are widespread across the UK, meaning that this assemblage of bats are recognised as 
locally important but they are not likely to be affected to any great extent.  No evidence of 
bat roosts were noted during the survey work although some trees may have roosts and 
care would be needed during any tree removal, which specialist Council contractors 
would undertake with expert supervision. 
 
Large Mammals 
 
No evidence of badgers was found on the site of the proposed Link Road.  All holes in the 
banks and along the route of the proposed new road were either historic or active fox 
holes which would need to be closed through controlled and humane methods.  To 
minimise the impact on the fox population, closure of fox holes is best undertaken during 
October to January. 

For more information about impacts on specific streets or areas please contact 
Wokingham Direct (telephone 0118 974 6000), leave your details and we will contact you 
or e-mail SLR@wokingham.gov.uk 


