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endangered water voles. The WBF Chair  
Graham Hawker presented certificates to 
representatives of the organisations.  
 
Membership of the Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum has reached 156 and  
35 people have signed up for the Yahoo 
group and receive all their mailings  
electronically. If you haven’t yet signed 
up for the Yahoo group but would like to 
then,  please send a blank email to this 
address ;  wokinghambioforumsubscribe 
@yahoogroups.co.uk   
 
To send a simple message to the group 
the email address is  
wokinghambioforum@yahoogroups.co.
uk  
 
The next meeting of the WBF is at 
7.30pm on 22nd March 2006 in the  
Loddon Room at Dinton Pastures  
Country Park. 

The Wokingham Biodiversity Forum 
(WBF) honoured two local businesses 
with awards at its July meeting. Both the 
Oracle Corporation and Prudential  
Property Investment Managers Ltd 
(PruPIM) have managed their  
landholdings for the benefit of local  
wildlife. Thames Valley Park is home to a 
thriving waterfowl population and Green 
Park is home to a population of  

 

There are a large number of old trees in 
the Wokingham Town area, which help to 
make the town such a pleasant place to 
live. Many of trees have their origin in the 
history of the area as part of the original 
Windsor Great Park. A number of these 
trees are what is called veteran or an-
cient and can be extremely old. Ancient 
trees in the Britain represent a resource 
of great international significance. It has 
been estimated that Britain may be home 
to around 80% of Europe's ancient trees. 
 
In recent years a number of trees in the 
town have been lost to developers or  
unsympathetic landowners. In order to 
protect those that remain the Wokingham 
Society in partnership with Wokingham 
District Council and the British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers have  
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established the Wokingham Veteran tree 
Project. The project aims to identify and 
survey all the trees over 1m in diameter 
within the Wokingham Town boundary 
and to produce a electronic map showing 
their locations. Should we come across 
unprotected and important trees we are 
hoping to include them under Tree  
Preservation Orders (TPOs).  
 
The main focus of the project is to recruit 
and train a team of volunteer tree  
surveyors who will undertake the actual 
survey work and report back to the  
project co-ordinator. In order to ensure 
that the correct information is collected 
the project is running a training course at 
the St Paul's Parish Rooms on Saturday 
21st January, from 10am—2pm. Places 
are limited and if you want to attend you 
must book a place by contacting Andy 
Noyes at the address below. For those 
who can’t make this date the project will 
run another course in the spring of next 
year. 
 
These trees cannot be replaced in even 
our grandchildren’s lifetimes, they  
harbour a unique array of wildlife and 
echo the lives of past generations. We 
are determined to see this irreplaceable 
legacy conserved for the benefit of future 
generations of Wokingham residents. 
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If you are interested 
in being involved in 
the project then 
please contact Andy 
Noyes at the BTCV 
on 0118 9475039 or 
by email  
a.noyes@btcv.org.uk   
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existing clumps of rushes excavated 
and put to one side. Secondly, the 
pond is excavated to the required 
depth, between 1.5m and 2m in this 
case. Finally the rushes are placed 
around the edge of the new pond to 
soften the edges. When this pond was 
excavated initially there was no water, 
however it filled up in its first winter 
and retained some water through the 
whole of the following summer.  
 
Originally the Wokingham District BAP 
set a target to create 5 new and  
restore 5 old ponds by 2012, which 
has been surpassed with 6 years to 
go! On top of this achievement it 
seems likely that we will carry on  
restoring and excavating ponds. 
There are 4 new ponds on  
Wokingham Countryside Service sites 
planned for the next couple of years.  
 
If you know of a pond in need of  
restoration or a good place for a new 
pond then please contact Andy  
Glencross at the address at the end of  
this newsletter. 

The Wokingham District Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP) has proved to be a 
real spur to action on the ground. 
Since 2002 the Berkshire Reptile and  
Amphibian Group and various  
consultants have carried out  
amphibian surveys on 144 ponds in 
the district. This effort has given us a 
very good idea of the distribution of 
the threatened great crested newt, 
with 50 known breeding ponds  
centred on Spencers Wood/Grazeley, 
Winnersh, Hurst, Ruscombe,  
Sonning, Wargrave and Remenham 
in the district.  
 
Work has not been limited to surveys 
either. During the same period we 
have restored 7 old ponds and  
excavated a further 10 new ponds.  
All of the new ponds are naturally 
constructed ponds where the water 
depth is determined by the local soil, 
water table and no liner is necessary.  
This is generally better in the long 
term as it avoids the prospect of  
future puncture repair bills. The pond 
pictured left was constructed in this 
fashion. Firstly, a comparatively wet 
area was chosen and some of the  

o  Managing or improving existing 
wildlife areas. 

o  Tree or hedgerow planting. 
o  Creating a wildflower meadow. 
o  Enhancement of a village green 

for wildlife. 
o  Restoration or creation of a village 

or community pond. 
o  Management of churchyards/

cemeteries for wildlife.  
 
The deadline for applications is the 
31st May 2006 for community groups 
and 30th April for schools. 
 
For more information and an  
application form please contact the  
Community Wildlife Officer on 01628 
829574 or by email  

BBOWT in partnership with Berkshire 
Campaign to Protect Rural England 
are running their Dorothy Morley  
Conservation Awards in 2006. The 
awards are aimed at the best  
environmental/conservation projects 
in the county in two categories, 
schools and community groups. The 
community category has a top prize 
of £500 and two runners up prizes of 
£250 each. In the past Wokingham 
schools and community groups have 
been very successful and although 
past winners are not eligible, I am 
sure there are excellent new projects 
in the district capable of winning 
awards. 
 
Projects which are eligible could  
include the following; 

Wokingham Barn Owl Project 
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site will provide a haven for many of 
the rarer inhabitants such as the  
bittern, little grebe and of course reed 
and sedge warblers. 
 
In addition the company has also 
worked hard to restore the adjacent 
Lea Farm site as a new nature  
reserve. This restoration includes a 
50% increase to the effective size of 
Lodge Woods Site of Special  
Scientific Interest, which is important 
for its population of loddon lily. A large 
area on the southern edge of the site 
has been planted with native trees 
and shrubs and should provide a suit-
able area for  colonisation by Loddon 
lily. The rest of the site includes two 
new lakes with extensive marginal 
reedbeds and a tern nesting island. 

WDC and Summerleaze the gravel 
company, have worked closely  
together over the last couple of years 
to create a new nature reserve area 
as part of the restoration of their 
Sandford farm site after gravel  
extraction.  The 3ha area was  
originally used as silt beds and had 
developed a diverse array of  
vegetation including common reed, 
reedmace and reed canary grass 
swamps. The water levels were kept 
artificially high during operations at 
the quarry by pumping washing water 
into the lagoons. In order to maintain 
and enhance the valuable swamp 
habitats after works at the site have 
ceased a wind pump has been  
installed to circulate water through the 
tiered reedbed. It is hoped that the 

New Wind Powered Reedbed  
at Sandford Farm 

27 barn owls have been raised, and 
with the extra boxes it is hoped this 
total will grow and grow and that barn 
owls will become a  
common site throughout Wokingham 
district. 
 
Barn owl pairs bond for life and are 
remarkably faithful to their nest sites, 
with the same pair likely to return to 
the same box for years to come. Barn 
owls are thought to have declined  
nationally by 70% since the 1930s, 
and in the Wokingham district there 
were thought to be only a handful of 
breeding pairs. Old barns favoured by 
owls for roosting are particularly under 
pressure in the South East, where 
house prices are soaring and  
converting barns can be a lucrative 
option for an impoverished farming 
community. 
 
If you would like to get involved in 
monitoring the district’s barn owl  
population in the future then please 
contact Andy Glencross at the ad-
dress at the end of this newsletter. 

This is the third year of monitoring the 
13 custom-built barn owl next boxes 
installed by Wokingham District 
Council’s Countryside Service. Last 
year was an awful year for barn owls 
nationally, and only 2 chicks were  
recorded in the Wokingham district. 
However, this year the population has 
bounced back and a bumper 18 
chicks were found during recent 
monitoring. One nest box in  
Swallowfield contained 7 chicks. Colin 
Shawyer of the Wildlife Conservation 
Partnership commented “This is the 
largest known fully matured brood we 
have encountered in England this 
year”.   
 
Building on this success Wokingham 
District Council has secured funding 
from RMC, Cemex (Formerly Ready 
Mixed Concrete), Reading  
Ornithological Club and the  
Environment Agency for a further six 
boxes to be installed, 3 in  
Finchampstead, 2 in Swallowfield and 
I near Wokingham town. Since the 
first boxes were put in 3 years ago, 
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