
If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 
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District Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

numbers. Seeing the glow worms had a 
marked effect on all who attended. It is 
hoped that we can increase our      
knowledge of this species in  the District 
as a consequence.  
 
Membership of the WDF has passed 150 
and we are well on our way to hitting the 
target of 200. 
 
The next meeting of the Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum will be held at Dinton 
Pastures Country Park on the 10th No-
vember 2004  from 7.30pm.  
  

The last meeting of the Wokingham    
Biodiversity Forum was held at the café 
at California Country Park.  
 
During the business section of the   
meeting the Forum decided to progress 
the Biodiversity Audit of Local           
Businesses by the Forum. It is hoped 
that the questionnaire will be ready for 
sending out by the next meeting. 
 
At around 9.30pm Forum members were 
ushered out of the café and into the dark. 
We had chosen a relatively moonless 
night to maximise the chances of a    
successful survey. Despite a walk 
through Longmoor Bog we didn’t lose 
any members and the glow worms we 
had come to see were displaying in large 

Glow Worms light Forums 
Walk in the Park 
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Countryside Service 
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The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of Wok-
ingham District Council.  
The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the country-
side and the improvement of its nature conservation 
value.  
The Service manages 11 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 240 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 
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English Nature (EN) kicked off a        
celebration of the countries Local Nature 
Reserves (LNR) under the title ‘Good for 
Wildlife - Good for You’. Between the 
14th and 25th July this year a wide range 
of  events were held all over the country. 
 
There are now more than 1,000 LNRs in 
England ranging from windswept coastal 
headlands, ancient woodlands and 
flower-rich meadows to former inner city 
railways, long-abandoned landfill sites 
and industrial areas now reclaimed by 
nature. Together, they form an            
extraordinary  network of community 
greenspaces of special value for wildlife. 
Most are managed by local authorities, 
but they can also be managed by wildlife 
trusts, community groups or other                  
organisations. 
 
Wokingham has more LNRs than any 
other area in Berkshire. With the        
designation of Pearman’s Copse,      
Wokingham now has 10 LNRs covering a 
total land area of 94.3ha. They range 
from the smallest ; Ali’s Pond at 0.4ha to 
the largest ; Heathlake at 22ha. Not only 
are these sites home to many types of 
rare and threatened wildlife but also    
allow many local people to enjoy these 
wild places. 
 
There were events running on several of 
our LNRs ranging from pond dipping at 
Ali’s Pond to the launch of a new wildlife 
gardening demonstration area at Maiden 
Erlegh Lakes and a Conservation Fun 
Day at Holt Copse and Joel Park. All the 
events were well supported by the local 
communities and showed what a       
valuable resource these sites are. The     
District Council contributed by            
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of skills and       
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groups. 
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involvement in  
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VARIETY OF LIFE 

designating Pearman’s Copse and part of 
the Community Woodland as the district’s 
10th Local Nature Reserve. The          
designation of new LNRs is a key target 
of the recently adopted Wokingham    
District Biodiversity action Plan and   
hopefully by 2012 we should have 20 
LNRs within the district. 
 
How can a Parish or Town Council 
designate a Local Nature Reserve? 
The process for designating LNRs is 
fairly simple. Once the site has been 
identified a management plan needs to 
be drafted to maintain the wildlife interest 
of the site. This plan can then be sent to 
EN along with a letter requesting LNR 
status for the site. Once EN has written 
back in support of the proposed          
designation, the Parish or Town Council 
needs to write formally and ask the     
District Council for powers to designate 
LNRs to be delegated to them. This    
normally involves formal approval by the 
relevant Council committee 
(Environmental Services in the case of 
Wokingham). The Council can then      
designate the site by placing a formal  
notice in the local press for 2 consecutive 
weeks. Wokingham District Council's  
Biodiversity Officer Andy Glencross is 
willing to assist any of Wokingham’s   
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Parish or Town 
Council's to navigate 
their way through the 
process. 



ensure the survival of the ponds other 
flora and fauna. The management plan 
helped the Parish Council secure funding 
towards the project from the                
Environmental Trust for Berkshire, which 
was matched by both the District Council 
and the Parish itself.  The final phase of 
dredging works were completed in      
August 2003 and the hedge was            
traditionally laid during the following   
winter. The success of the project was 
confirmed this spring when the pond was 
re-surveyed for amphibians and 9 great 
crested newts were seen on one night. 
Great crested newts are usually slow to 
increase their population and it is hoped 
that the early encouraging signs will be 
followed by even further  increases. 

Back in spring of 2001 Grazeley Village 
pond was surveyed for amphibians and 
found to support rare great crested 
newts. However the population was very 
low with only one or two newts being 
caught. The newts were struggling       
because the pond was completely    
dominated by reedmace with no open 
water at all. Historically the pond had 
been cattle grazed and in living memory 
was open enough to support a pair of 
swans. As a consequence Shinfield PC 
and Wokingham DC got together to     
formulate a plan to restore the pond to its 
former glory. The two projects identified 
as priorities were the dredging of the 
pond and the laying of the overgrown 
hedge. The dredging had to be            
undertaken in two halves in order to    

Grazeley Village Pond Restored! 

It has been estimated 
that 75 % of the UK’s 
feld ponds have been lost 
since the 1880’s . 
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Cattle Return to Clare’s 
Green Field 
This year saw the return of cattle to  
Wokingham’s largest unimproved      
grassland site just off Clare’s Green 
Road in Spencers Wood. The site had 
been slowly losing it’s value due to years 
of inappropriate horse grazing. Last year 
the council successfully secured funding 
from the Environmental Trust for      
Berkshire to traditionally lay the hedge 
along Clare’s Green Rd. This year the 
council made a successful bid for a 
Countryside Stewardship Scheme and 
this has enabled us to install stock     
fencing and bring cows back to the site.  
 
The site has been designated as a   

Wildlife Heritage Site (County importance 
for wildlife) for it’s wildflower rich     
grassland including such rare species as 
betony, burnet saxifrage and yellow 
meadow ants. Nationally unimproved 
grasslands have declined by 97% since 
the 1930s and it is a similar picture in 
Wokingham, there are less than 30ha of 
unimproved grassland left within the   
district. 
 
The future now looks rosy for this        
important site as further projects are 
planned, including restoration of the old 
ponds on the site, further hedgerow and 
fencing works and more cattle grazing. 

97% Wildlfower rich (or 
Unimproved) grassland 

have been lost since 
1930’s in the UK.  

Ten years of effort has finally culminated 
in the return of grazing animals  to the 
small heathland site at Shepperlands 
Farm. This heath has been known for a 
number of years as a good adder site 
and tree clearance to maintain the open 

Heathland Success at 
Shepperlands Farm 

For the first time in many 
years heathland is now on 
the increase in Berkshire. 

   

nature of the site began in the mid 
1990s. Further clearance was              
undertaken between 2001 and 2002, 
which was followed by the erection of 
stock fencing. The project has mainly 
been funded by the landowners, with 
substantial contributions from           
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             amenities. 

•            Create, Restore and Manage 
             areas specifically to increase 
             biodiversity. 

•            Enable smaller groups to access 
             funding more easily.  

•            Support community led regen-
eration schemes of regional or 
national significance. 

The small grants scheme used by   
Swallowfield and Wokingham Without 
PCs gives up to £5000 to projects with a 
total cost of not more than £10000. More 
information on the awards available can 
be found on the web at http://www.
biffaward.org/welcome.php 

Swallowfield and Wokingham Without 
Parish Council have been successful this 
year in obtaining grants from the         
Biffaward scheme towards biodiversity 
projects. Both councils are now in the 
process of implementing their projects. 
The Biffaward application forms are 
straight forward and the turn around time 
a real boon (the panel deciding on        
application meets about every 6 weeks). 
 
What is Biffaward?  
In December 1997 Biffa Waste Services 
agreed to donate landfill tax credits to the 
Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) 
to administer under the fund name      
Biffaward. The scheme has the following 
aims when deciding on applications:- 
•            Provide and improve public 

Biffawards for The 
Marshes and Pinewood 

If anyone wants help with 
making funding 

applications for local 
biodiversity projects then 
contact Andy Glencross at 

the address on the back 
page.   

orchids in the summer. DEFRA has     
recently recognised the landowners hard 
work and commitment by offering a new 
10 year Countryside Stewardship    
agreement. The new agreement plans to 
build on the success of the past by      
extending the grazing and creating a new 
pond. 

Countryside Stewardship and The    
Berkshire Heathlands Project.  
 
The site has been designated as a   
Wildlife Heritage Site (County importance 
for wildlife) for it’s heathland, woodland 
and wildflower rich grassland, including a 
spectacular display of common spotted 

 

project is underway and by the spring 
next year a third of the planned new 
reedbed will be in place. 
 
In recent years Lavell’s lake LNR has 
regularly had two wintering bitterns at the 
site and it is hoped that this project will 
not only improve conditions for them but 
also encourage more bitterns to use the 
site in the future. 

The friends of Lavell’s Lake LNR and the 
Countryside Service secured funding 
from the Countryside Stewardship 
scheme to carry out an ambitious        
programme of reedbed expansion at the 
LNR. Over the next ten years the project 
aims to create nearly half a hectare of 
new reedbed by establishing a 300m long 
and 15m wide fringe of reed along the 
margin of the island. Phase 1 of the    

New Reedbed at Lavell’s 
 

The Group purchased a number of      
Lazydog weeding forks and the site was  
completely cleared of thistles and docks 
in a single work party. The site will   
probably require further weeding in future 
but the initial indications are that the 
method has been successful. 

The Swallowfield meadow group had   
noticed that their meadow was starting to 
be dominated in areas by creeping thistle 
and docks. It was decided that instead of 
trying to deal with the problem with the 
usual chemical treatment that an          
alternative approach might be possible. 

Lazydog Tool Share! 
To borrow the lazydog 

forks please contact Andy 
Glencross at the address 

on the back page.  
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