
 

Biodiversity News 
A Newsletter for Wokingham’s Biodiversity Forum 

Wokingham District has gained two new 
environmental groups in the last 6 
months, the Earley Environment Group 
(EEG) and the Friends of the Emm Brook 
(FOTEB). Sue (FOTEB) and Graham 
(EEG) explain how and why the groups 
have come about. 
 
At a public meeting attended by around 
100 local people in November 2004 the 
Friends of the Emm Brook was  
established. So many people were       
interested in being involved that various 
sub committees were convened to  
undertake different aspects of the 
group’s work, including monitoring,  
conservation, walks and producing a 
management strategy. All this will help 
the group to achieve their overall aim of  
‘Protecting and enhancing the Emm 
Brook and it’s floodplain for wildlife 
and people’ 
 
Since this auspicious start there has 
been intense activity in all the groups. 
Two newsletters have been produced 
which are available on the groups web 
site; www.emmbrook.org.uk . Cyril Fuller 
led two walks, the first on a beautiful 
January Sunday in the Chapel Green 
area and the second in March, where the 
Emm Brook enters and flows through 
Dinton Pastures on its journey to join the 
Loddon and ultimately the Thames.  The 
Monitoring Group, coordinated by Mike 
Saynor, held a meeting with the Thames 
Valley Environmental Records Centre 
and set up spring/summer 2005 
'breeding birds' survey organised by Paul 
Bright-Thomas. The Conservation Group 
organised a litter pick near Safeway’s 
(what a lot of rubbish there!) and  
appointed leaders for 9 defined sections 
of the Brook. Our most recent and fun 

event was the Easter Egg Hunt beside 
the Emm Brook at the end of Woosehill 
Lane organised by Natasha Bright-
Thomas. The age range was from 1years 
old to grandfathers and a sunny  
afternoon made it perfect. 50 people took 
part and several new members joined. 
 
The Emmbrook is Wokingham towns only 
river and supports a wonderful array of 
wildlife including kingfishers. The group is 
always on the look out for new members 
and if you wish to join then please email  
membership@emmbrook.org.uk or go to 
the website. The more people we have, 
the stronger our voice in influencing  
planning decisions and environmental 
protection for a precious piece of our 
natural heritage. Our next open meeting 
is on Monday 16 May at 7.30 at the 
Methodist Church schoolroom, Rose 
Street, Wokingham. Hope to see you 
there. 
 
In order to capture the enthusiasm of Ear-
ley residents, Grahame Hawker, the 
Council's Senior Park Ranger proposed 
the setting up of the Earley Environ-
mental Group (EEG). The Town Council 
has pledged its support, but the Group 
remains independent.  
 
The main focus of the group will be to 

Emm Brook and Earley in 
safe hands! By Sue Farrington and Graham Hawker 
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The Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum 
aims to enhance the 
Districts biodiversity 

by ; - 
 

Promoting        
Awareness 

 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 

member groups. 
 
 

Enhancing the level 
of skills and       

knowledge within   
Forum member 

groups. 
 
 

Increasing     
community  

involvement in  
biodiversity within 

the district. 
produce a Town 
Wildlife Survey, de-
velop peoples' skills 
and knowledge and 
to carry out practical 
tasks. The Group will 
be open to all and the 
only things that are 
essential are  
enthusiasm and a 
desire to help  
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since 2002. The boxes are due to be  
installed at various locations around the 
district including 2 at RMC s Moor Green 
Lake site. 

Last year was a very poor year for barn 
owls in the Southeast England and we 
only recorded one nesting pair and chick 
in all 13 of our existing boxes. 

Further funding has been secured  to 
extend the Wokingham Barn owl box 
network. A partnership of Ready Mixed 
Concrete, Reading Ornithological Club, 
the Environment Agency and           
Wokingham District Council have 
pledged £2500 to put up a further  6 
Barn owl pole boxes around the district. 
This brings the total to 19 boxes put up 

 More Barn Owl boxes for 
Wokingham 

If you would like to be 
involved in monitoring barn 

owls in the district then 
please contact Andy 

Glencross at the address 
overleaf. 

The Marshes – Phase 2 
complete. 

If you have a wildlife 
project that you would 
like to undertake, and 

need some advice on the 
practicalities or funding 

then contact Andy 
Glencross at the address 

overleaf. 
   

The Riseley Commoners completed the 
implementation of phase 2 of their project 
to establish a Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR) in Riseley this winter. The high 
point was the tree planting weekend in 
November where over 30 people turned 
up and planted 1400 new native trees 
and shrubs. Before this in September, 
contractors had been in and excavated a 
new wildlife pond aimed specifically at 
attracting the local great crested newt 
population. The project was completed in 
March when the roadside hedge was  
traditionally laid to improve the bird  

nesting habitat in the short term. The  
project was funded by a partnership of 
Swallowfield PC, Wokingham DC and a 
Biffaward of nearly £5000. 
 
Future plans are being formulated and 
are likely to include designating the site 
as Swallowfield PCs second LNR and 
introducing some woodland wildflowers 
such as bluebells, wild daffodils,  
primroses and foxgloves. If you would 
like to get involved in the project then 
please contact Celia Adams at  
Swallowfield Parish Council on 0118 
9885929. 

If you don’t live in Earley 
or near the Emm Brook, 

then why not set up your 
own environmental group 

for your area. Contact 
Andy Glencross at the 

address overleaf for 
advice. 

wildlife talks and lectures 
*     Opposing development that 

would be detrimental to Earley's 
wildlife 

*     Encouraging recycling,  
      alternative energy use and   
      walking and cycling in Earley 
 

The inaugural meeting was held on  
Tuesday 11th January 2005 and the 
group already has over 50 members. 
Whilst this is a good start, every citizen of 
Earley is responsible for their own local 
environment and so should join this 
group so that we can boast a  
membership of over 30,000. So whether 
you only have time to record one Robin in 
your garden or would like to help survey 
a whole hedgerow join this free group  
today and join in the fun whilst making a 
difference contact Grahame Hawker on 
0118 9868 995 or parkrangers@earleytc.
co.uk. 

Continued from page 1—Earley's wildlife. 
The amount of knowledge needed to 
carry out a simple survey is  
surprisingly small, and training will be 
given free of charge. Future activities are 
likely to revolve around the following: - 
 

*     Carrying out surveys of Earley’s 
wildlife and recording the results. 

*     Encourage more wildlife friendly 
gardening within Earley 

*     Carry out practical work such as 
tree and wildflower planting, 
erecting bird and bat boxes or 
litter picking. 

*     Encourage the Town and District 
Councils to manage their land to 
enhance biodiversity 

*     Take on the management of 
small open spaces 

*     Run and attend simple training 
courses and a programme of 



recreation field. Site clearance and  
planting has been undertaken as a joint 
community effort involving youngsters 
from the local scouts and guides under 
the supervision of FoRWOOD  
volunteers. The Parish Council provided 
a sum of money to buy sufficient native 
trees, shrubs and flowers for the small 
site. Annual maintenance tasks will be 
organised and the grounds maintenance 
contractor has been advised on  
appropriate mowing and hedge-cutting 
times. 
 
New planting includes; spindle, guelder 
rose, hawthorn, blackthorn and birch to 
provide a light and colourful addition to 
the existing flora. Early spring flowering 
primroses have been added to extend 
the flowering season. Further ideas for 
improving the wildlife value of the  
recreation ground is probable after this 
initial project. 

In a good example of partnership,  
Twyford Parish Council asked the local 
community conservation group Friends of 
Ruscombe Wood (FoRWOOD) to put  
forward a proposal to develop an unused 
part of the local recreation ground into a 
wildlife area. The entrance to the King 
George recreation ground off Wargrave 
Road in Twyford was becoming  
overgrown with brambles, but already 
boasted a wide variety of wild flowers 
that were established in the poor soil 
conditions. The site provides a well used 
footpath entrance to the recreation 
ground and the vivid blue of wild chicory 
and other colourful flowers in this area 
greet local residents throughout the  
summer and early autumn. 
 
The agreed proposal included the   
removal of redundant metal fencing to  
allow a soft edge for the new wildlife 
area, and to extend slightly into the main 

FoRWOOD for Twyford Parks’ 
Wildlife                  by Stephen Lloyd     

Even quite small areas of 
abundant wildflowers can 

help local bee populations, 
and native plants almost 

always support a host 
invertebrate species  
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Wildflower seeds will be scattered around 
the deadwood habitat in the spring of 
2005 followed by planting of new trees in 
the autumn. All this was further enhanced 
by the creation of a new wildlife pond on 
the site.  It is hoped that eventually the 
council will be able to designate the area 
as an extension to the new Pearman’s 
Copse and Community Woodland Local 
Nature Reserve. 
 
In addition to this, the scheme has also 
safeguarded the large colonies of  
pyramidal orchids and narrow bordered 
five spot burnet moths at the Grove site 
on the opposite side of the new round-
about. This site is to be managed by a 
partnership the Upper Thames branch of 
Butterfly Conservation and Wokingham 
District Council 

As many will have seen, Wokingham  
District Council has just finished  
constructing a major new roundabout on 
the A327 at Shinfield. Conserving and  
enhancing the area’s local biodiversity 
has been integral to the scheme from the 
start. As many trees as possible were  
retained and once all the landscaping is 
in place there will be more woodland in 
the area than there was at the start. 
 
The Council decided to take an  
innovative approach to those trees that 
were felled and all the substantial trunks 
were retained in 3-4 metre sections. 
These trunks have now been re-erected 
next to the roundabout, where they will 
continue to provide a vital home for local 
bats, woodpeckers, fungi and insects 
such as stag beetles for years to come. 
 

Shinfield ‘Woodhenge’ 
taking shape 

If you would like to be 
involved in monitoring the 

butterfly and moth 
populations at this site 

then please contact Andy 
Glencross at the address 
overleaf and he will put 

you in touch with 
Butterfly Conservation. 



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham 
District Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

We are hoping that the press will be in  
Attendance, so it would be really  
impressive if we had a big turnout. After 
the meeting I thought those who are  
interested could come on a short bat 
walk around the park. 
  
In addition, Mike Turton volunteered to 
become Wokingham's first habitat  
champion and will monitor our progress 
in the future on our wetland Habitat  
Action Plan. Anyone else who is inter-
ested in becoming habitat champion 
should contact Andy Glencross. 

Just before Christmas the Wokingham 
Biodiversity Awards were launched, and 
over 100 local companies were sent    
application packs. The aim of the  
biodiversity questionnaire was to record 
and acknowledge the valuable wildlife/
biodiversity work carried out by many 
businesses within the district.  Despite a 
slightly disappointing number of entries 
the Forum chose to give awards to two 
companies; Oracle for their management 
of Thames valley park and the Prudential 
Portfolio Investment Managers Ltd for 
their work at Green Park. 
 
The awards are to be presented to the 
companies at the summer meeting of the 
Forum at 7.30pm on Wednesday 13th 
July at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham Biodiversity 
Forum Business Awards 

Wokingham District Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham District Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat to 
the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be di-
rected to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham District Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of Wok-
ingham District Council.  
The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the country-
side and the improvement of its nature conservation 
value.  
The Service manages 11 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 240 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 
Davis Street 
Hurst 
Reading 
RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: andy.
glencross@wokingham.
gov.uk 

We  ar e o n  t h e  
Web !  

www .wok i ng ham.g ov .
uk / count ry s id e   




