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The Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum 
aims to enhance the 

Borough’s  
biodiversity by ; - 

 
Promoting        
Awareness 

 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 

member groups. 
 
 

Enhancing the level 
of skills and       

knowledge within   
Forum member 

groups. 
 
 

Increasing     
community  

involvement in  
biodiversity within 

the borough. 

Biodiversity News 
A Newsletter for Wokingham’s Biodiversity Forum 

 

Work has started on the transformation of 
this area of farmland in Barkham in to the 
latest addition to Wokingham Borough 
Council’s countryside sites. Planning   
permission was granted for the project in 
August 2009 and subsequently a detailed 
landscape scheme drawn up in early 
2010. The plan proposes the planting of 
about 7ha of new broadleaved woodland, 
the excavation of 4 ponds of varying 
sizes, the construction of over 2km of new 
footpaths and a new car park. 
 
Part of the site is made up of the Brook 
Farm Meadow Local Wildlife Site which 
was designated for its characteristic wet 
rushy grassland. In recent years        
management of the site has been inter-
mittent and it is hoped that the new stock 

fencing will allow for improved           
management of the site in the future. 
 
The site is also criss-crossed by a series 
of iron rich streams which support the 
characteristic bacteria Leptothrix ochracea 
and Gallionelle ferruginea which give these 
streams their typical orange colour. 

These ditches were         
surveyed by the  
Berkshire Geo-
conservation Group 
in 2010 and are        
currently being     
considered for       
designation as a   
Regionally Important 
Geological Site. 

UK BIODIVERSITY 

VARIETY OF LIFE 
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Rooks Nest Wood Project Underway -
Continued 

completed and work has started on 
the fencing, footbridges and footpaths. 
Planting of around 16,000 trees is due 
to follow in mid October weather    
allowing. The final phase of the      
project is the construction of the new 
footway along Barkham Ride to     
provide a pedestrian link to            
Finchampstead which is due to start in 
January 2011.  
 
The proposed formal opening date for 
Rooks Nest Wood is currently 1st April 
2011 but if all goes to plan we could 
be opening the site earlier. 

The site was required by Natural  
England  to mitigate the impact of 
new residential development within 
the Borough on the nearby Thames 
Basin Heath Special  Protection Area, 
and will be entirely funded from     
developer contributions. Whilst the 
site has been designed to provide an 
attractive recreational opportunity for 
local people, it is certain that it will 
also provide a huge boost to the local  
wildlife including dragonflies, reptiles, 
barn owls and badgers. 
 
The project is on schedule with the 
car park and new ponds already   

Country Park and dragonfly surveys at 
Clare's Green Field, The Moors 
(Finchampstead), Bluebell Meadows 
and Lavell’s Lake. The object of these 
surveys is to record all species using 
the site during the breeding season, 
gather evidence to show which      
species are breeding on the site and 
to map the location of any BAP     
species. Reports are produced using 
the data from each survey; these are 
used as input into management plans 
for the site concerned. Copies of the 
reports are available from Andy   
Glencross. Recording is not limited to 
birds and dragonflies – different  
members of the team have            
experience in different species 
groups, so anything that can be     
identified is included as an incidental 
record in the report. 
 
The scope of the team’s work is     
widening: the surveys are an         
opportunity for team members to learn 
from each other about different groups 
of species and surveys are also being 
undertaken on sites not owned by the 
Council. If you’d like to find out more 
about the team, please contact Andy 
Glencross. 

A small group of volunteers meets 
fortnightly on a Friday to carry out 
wildlife surveys on sites owned by 
Wokingham Borough Council as part 
of a program organised by the   
Council’s Biodiversity Officer. The 
target species for the surveys        
depends on the expertise within the 
team; the main focus over the past 2 
years has been dragonflies and birds.  
 
During the winter the team carries out 
monthly wildfowl counts on the     
Twyford gravel pits (some of which 
are owned by the Council) as part of 
the national BTO Wetland Birds    
Survey (WeBS) project. Data from 
this survey is passed to the BTO and 
copied to the Biodiversity Officer.   
Veteran tree surveys are also 
planned for the 2010/11 winter      
season. 
 
The spring and summer are busier 
with a combination of breeding bird 
and dragonfly surveys as part of a 
rolling programme covering key    
wildlife sites. Over the past 2 years, 
breeding bird surveys have been   
carried out at Nores Hill Wood, 
Clare's Green Field and California 

Wildlife Surveys on Wokingham 
Borough Council Sites 

By Mike Turton 
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Friends of the Emmbrook given 
Dorothy Morley Award 

the group then please visit their    
website for membership  details at  
http://www.foteb.org.uk/index.html  
 
Wokingham groups have been either 
the winners or the  runners up in 
every year that the Dorothy Morley 
Awards have been run. 
 
This award scheme was set up in 
memory of Dorothy Morley who lived 
in West Berkshire and was a strong 
campaigner on rural issues. The 
award aims to recognise projects and 
groups which have made positive  
improvements for local wildlife and 
community. These awards will be run 
again in 2012.  

The Wokingham tradition of success 
in the Dorothy Morley Awards was 
reinforced again this year.  The 
Friends of the Emmbrook (FOTEB) 
recently had the honour of winning 
the £500 second prize in the 2010 
Awards.  The formal award ceremony 
took place at Paices wood,  
Aldermaston.  
 
The FOTEB was established in 2005 
by a group of local residents and aims 
to protect and enhance the Emm 
Brook and its floodplain for wildlife 
and people. The group has a web 
site, produces a regular newsletter 
and has undertaken a variety of prac-
tical work on the Brook ranging from 
wildlife survey to rubbish clearance.  
If you would like to get involved with 

 Updated Ancient Woodland 
Inventory for Wokingham Completed 

based survey using historical maps to 
update the Ancient woodland         
Inventory and to include woodlands 
down to 0.25ha in size. 
 
The updated Ancient Woodland     
Inventory was completed in April and 
contains in total 175 records/sites. Of 
this 114 records covering 419ha, are 
records that were existing on the  
original Natural England inventory. 
The remaining 61 sites on the        
updated inventory are therefore newly 
identified ancient woodlands covering 
a total of 174ha. Whilst it is not      
possible to be sure about these sites 
from a purely desk-based survey it is 
likely that the most important new 
sites will be surveyed by TVERC  in 
the next couple of years. 
 
In the meantime these sites will be 
treated as ancient woodlands with 
regard the planning system. 

Back in the late 1980’s and early 
1990’s Natural England's (then known 
as the NCC) produced a national  
Ancient Woodland Inventory that 
identified all the known ancient  
woodland of greater than 2ha in size. 
Ancient woodland are those sites that 
have been constantly wooded since 
at least 1600 and quite literally      
irreplaceable. They are instantly    
recognisable as the typical English 
bluebell wood. 
 
Ancient woodland are protected    
under the planning system and this 
inventory is used to assess the      
impact of applications. However it has 
always been obvious that there are 
additional ancient woodland sites    
present within Wokingham in the form 
of small woods less than 2ha in size. 
 
As a consequence Wokingham     
Borough decided to commission 
Thames Valley Environmental       
Records Centre to undertake a desk- 



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham 
Borough Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

Wokingham Borough Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham Borough Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat 
to the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be  
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham Borough Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of     
Wokingham Borough Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the     
awareness and enjoyment of the countryside and 
the  improvement of its nature conservation value.   

The Service manages 14 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 143 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 
Davis Street 
Hurst 
Reading 
RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

www.wok i n gham.gov .
uk/coun t rys i de   

An Invitation to Shape the 
Nature of England   

in the consultation document; this may 
be helpful to inform your submissions.  
 
Date : Tuesday 19th October 2010 
Venue: BBOWT, Hasker House, Woolley 
Firs, Cherry Garden Lane, Maidenhead, 
SL6 3LJ 
 
Booking is essential as places are      
limited. To reserve a place, please     
contact Kelly Thomas with your name 
and organisation at:  
kellythomas@bbowt.org.uk or 01628 
829574 (ext 208). 
 
Wokingham Biodiversity Forum 
The next meeting of the WBF is at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 16th November  2010 
in the Loddon Room at Dinton Pastures 
Country Park.  

For the first time in 20 years, the       
Government is consulting with the public 
on the future of the natural environment. 
A new approach is badly needed as 
there is very little existing legislation to 
encourage the restoration of damaged 
habitats or creation of new habitats to 
replace those lost to development or 
damaging changes in land use.  
 
The Government has committed to     
producing a White Paper on the natural 
environment by Spring 2011 and the 
deadline for comment is the 30th October 
2010. 
 
The Berkshire Nature Conservation    
Forum is encouraging as many local 
groups and organisations as possible to 
contribute their own responses to this 
consultation to demonstrate the value 
that is placed on the natural environment. 
We are holding this event to explore and 
discuss the issues and questions raised 
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