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Introduction 
 
1. The Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee is appointed by the Council to 

review and scrutinise the provision of health and social care services to the 
residents of Wokingham Borough. The Committee exercises powers conferred 
through the Local Government Act 2000 and the Health and Social Care Act 2001. 
The Committee has particular scrutiny powers in relation to local National Health 
Service (NHS) trusts. 
 

2. The Committee has three aims to guide its work: the promotion of public health 
and patient care; the needs and interests of Wokingham Borough; and the 
performance of local NHS trusts. 

 
3. The Committee has ten Members, eight Conservative and two Liberal Democrat.  

Irrespective of political allegiance, all Members of the Committee have worked 
together to support the interests of the residents and patients of the Borough.   

 
2009/2010 Work Programme 
 
4. The Committee has scrutinised a range of issues during 2009/10, including: 

 
a) Quality of care at Prospect Park Hospital  
 Prospect Park Hospital is the main hospital for people in Berkshire West who 

suffer from mental illness. The hospital provides admission wards, a 
therapeutic day service, a specialist unit for people with learning disabilities, 
specialist wards for older people and both high dependency and rehabilitation 
wards.  The Committee was informed that the Hospital had two wards leased 
to NHS Berkshire West to accommodate patients coming out of the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital, to prepare them for the outside world again.  The 
Committee visited four of the eleven wards and were very impressed by the 
caring and understanding attitude of the staff.  The Committee also noted the 
high quality of the facilities.  

 
b) Berkshire West Finance Update 

Following concern by the Committee about the current financial situation and 
a desire to understand more detail about NHS finances, the Committee 
received a presentation by Nigel Foster, Deputy Finance Director, NHS 
Berkshire West.  The Committee found the presentation very helpful and 
whilst it was reassured that there was confidence from the NHS Berkshire 
West that the model was robust and the mechanisms for achieving savings 
and good value for money were in place, there was still concern from the 
Committee over how standards would be sustained in view of the future 
financial pressures. 

 
c) Proposed Changes to Emergency Angioplasty Consultation 

The Committee received a presentation by Dr William Orr, Cardiologist at the 
Royal Berkshire Hospital, explaining that the NHS in the South Central region 



was looking at making changes to the Emergency Angioplasty services in the 
area and the four options that were being proposed.  The Committee 
considered all the options and then formulated a response.  Following further 
consultation the number of options was reduced to two, one of which was the 
option the Committee had originally supported and so it confirmed its support 
for this option.  The final outcome of this consultation is still awaited. 

 
d) Swine Flu Preparation 

Following the high profile of the Swine Flu virus and the concerns raised 
nationally, the Committee requested information about how the Council were 
preparing for a widespread outbreak of the virus, should that happen and then 
updates on progress of the virus/the Council’s plans.  The Committee 
received several briefings about the issue and will continue to monitor the 
situation as appropriate.   

 
e) Access to Specialist Dental Services 

The Committee received a presentation from NHS Berkshire West about 
access to Specialist Dental Services, during which the Committee thought it 
was interesting to note that despite public concern about there being no NHS 
dentists with space in the area; it was informed that anyone wanting to 
register with an NHS dentist in the Wokingham area would be able to. 

 
f) Wokingham’s Local Involvement Network 

Following on from 2008/09, the Committee continued to scrutinise the 
Borough’s Local Involvement Network (LINk) host organisation, Help & Care, 
who support the work of the Wokingham LINk. The Committee had some 
misgivings about Government policy on patient and public involvement.  
However, the Committee has been supportive of the appointed host, Help & 
Care, and the Wokingham LINk, who appointed a Steering Group in 2009.  A 
LINk Steering Group representative attends each HOSC meeting and the 
Committee receive updates on the LINk work programme.  In November 2009 
the Committee received a LINk Steering Group presentation which the 
Committee found very informative.  There still remains concern about certain 
elements of LINks in general, but all organisations are working closely 
together to reach successful outcomes. 

 
g) Putting People First 

In 2008/09 the Committee had received a briefing on the Putting People First 
Initiative and had said it would continue to monitor the work as it progressed.  
In 2009 the Service Development Overview and Scrutiny Panel carried out a 
review of Putting People First and HOSC Members were invited to attend the 
meetings.  In February 2010 the Panel received an update about the work 
and again Members of the Committee were invited to attend.  The Committee 
Chairman attended the meeting in February in a dual capacity (as he was 
also a Member of the Panel) and the Committee will receive an update at its 
March meeting.  Whilst the Service Development Overview and Scrutiny 
Panel are taking a lead on this area of work, the Committee continue to be 
informed about developments and monitor progress. 

 
 
 
 



Governor Appointments 
 
5. As a Governor of the Berkshire Healthcare Foundation Trust (Mental Health Trust), 

the Committee Chairman has been able to informally report to the Committee on 
developments in the Trust which has been useful.  The Trust was set up to 
administer the diagnosis, treatment and care of patients with mental health 
problems, ranging from depression to dementia to Alzheimer’s.  Bearing in mind 
that current statistics indicate that one in four of the population will suffer from 
mental health problems during their life the Committee have been continuing to 
monitor the work of this invaluable service. 

 
6. As a Governor of the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Abdul Loyes, a Member of the 

Committee has also been able to report informally to the Committee on any 
developments. 

 
Committee Member’s Lead Roles 
 
7. Members of the Committee often take on key roles to assist the Chairman in 

scrutinising the local health and social care services and topics that have been 
further developed by individual Members during 2009/10 have involved the LINks 
work, mental health, preventative health and older people’s health. 

 
Ongoing Work 
 
8. The Committee continues to receive information about and monitor important 

ongoing work, such as Practice Based Commissioning, World Class 
Commissioning and the Safeguarding of vulnerable adults from abuse.  

 
2010/2011 Work Programme 
 
9. The Committee’s work programme for 2010/11 will be formed over the next couple 

of months, but it would be likely to include the following subjects: 
 

a) A visit to the Cardiology Unit at the Royal Berkshire Hospital (which had to 
be deferred by the Hospital); 

b) Practice Based Commissioning; 
c) World Class Commissioning; 
d) Patient Advice Liaison Service (PALS) Annual Report; 
e) Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). 
 

 
Gerald A Cockroft 
Chairman of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 


