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HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT TO 
COUNCIL 27th MARCH 2008 

 
 
1. The Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee is appointed by the Council 

to review and scrutinise the provision of health and social care services to 
the residents of Wokingham Borough.    The Committee exercises powers 
conferred through the Local Government Act 2000 and the Health and 
Social Care Act 2001.  The Committee has particular scrutiny powers in 
relation to local National Health Service (NHS) trusts. 
 

2. The Committee has three aims to guide its work -the promotion of public 
health and patient care, the needs and interests of Wokingham Borough, 
and the performance of local NHS trusts. 

 
3. The Committee has ten Members, eight Conservative and two Liberal 

Democrats.  In addition, Christine Holland, Chair of the Berkshire West 
Primary Care Patient Forum, is co-opted onto the Committee.   
Irrespective of political allegiance, all Members of the Committee have 
worked together to support the interests of the residents and patients of 
the Borough.   

 
4.  The Committee has scrutinised a range of issues during 2007/08, 

including: 
 
a) Health Services at Wokingham Community Hospital 

 
The Committee continues to be impressed by the care provided at 
the Hospital.  In particular, the high standard of cleanliness and the 
quality of the food are both to be applauded.  Whilst the age and 
design of the buildings are not ideal, the dedication and 
professionalism of hospital staff shine through.  We commend 
Berkshire West Primary Care Trust (PCT), Berkshire Healthcare 
Foundation Trust and the Council for providing an excellent, local 
service. 

 
b) Quality of care at Royal Berkshire Hospital 
 

Overall, the Committee is appreciative of the wide range of hospital 
services that Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust provides to 
local people.  But Members of the Committee have raised some 
concerns with the Trust about the quality of care that some patients 
have experienced at the Hospital. 
 

c) Maternity Services at Royal Berkshire Hospital 
 

The Committee has worked with its counterparts in Reading and 
West Berkshire in considering the provision of maternity services by 
the Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust.  Members had some 



concerns about cases of women being diverted to maternity units at 
other hospitals.  In 2007 40 women were diverted to other hospitals.  
Population pressures are impacting on the capacity of the Trust’s 
Maternity Unit.  Since 2001/02 there has been a 27% increase in 
the number of deliveries at the Trust.   The Trust is introducing a 
number of measures to increase the capacity of the service.  
Working with the Council, the Trust is planning to run ante- and 
post-natal clinics from the Brambles Children’s Centre in 
Wokingham from April 2008.  But the three health scrutiny panels 
would like the Trust, working with the PCT and local councils, to 
develop a longer-term strategy for local maternity services as a 
matter of priority. 

 
d) Out-of-hours service (WestCall)  
 

After hearing concerns about out-of-hours doctors services, the 
Committee visited WestCall’s operational headquarters at 
Wokingham Hospital.  The Committee found a well-managed 
service, which compares favourably with many others across the 
country.   

 
e) Berkshire West Primary Care Trust’s approach to commissioning 
 

The vast majority of local health services are commissioned by the 
PCT and provided by a mix of local NHS trusts, general practices 
and independent providers.  This year the Committee has sought to 
learn more about this important commissioning role.  The 
Committee commented on the PCT’s draft commissioning strategy.  
The Committee also successfully argued that accessibility should 
be an evaluation criterion in the selection of oral surgery and 
ophthalmology services.  

 
f) Commissioning of a LINk Host 

 
The Committee has scrutinised the Executive’s commissioning of a 
host organisation to support the Borough’s forthcoming Local 
Involvement Network (LINk).  The Committee has some misgivings 
about government policy on patient and public involvement.  It is a 
matter of concern that the council will receive the fifth lowest level of 
funding in the country to support a LINk.  However, the Committee 
is supportive of the approach taken by the Executive to secure 
value-for-money in the procurement of a host organisation. 

 
g) Funding of learning disability services 
 

The funding of learning disability services has caused some 
tensions between the council and the PCT.  In the longer-term it is 
hoped that the government’s proposal to directly fund councils, 
rather than via the NHS, will resolve the issue.  In the more 
immediate term, the Committee has supported efforts to build a 



more positive relationship between the Council and the PCT on the 
funding of learning disability services. 

 
5.  The Committee’s work programme for 2008/09 will be formed over the 

next couple of months, but it is likely to include the following subjects: 
 

a) The future development of Wokingham Community Hospital; 
b) Practice-based commissioning within Wokingham Borough; 
c) Establishing a working relationship with the Local Involvement 

Network and considering any matters referred to the Committee by 
the LINk. 

 
Gerald A Cockroft, Chairman of the Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee 


