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The Wokingham  
Biodiversity Forum 
aims to enhance the 

Borough’s  
biodiversity by ; - 

 
Promoting        
Awareness 

 understanding and a 
wider perspective of  
biodiversity in Forum 

member groups. 
 
 

Enhancing the level 
of skills and       

knowledge within   
Forum member 

groups. 
 
 

Increasing     
community  

involvement in  
biodiversity within 

the borough. 

Biodiversity News 
A Newsletter for Wokingham’s Biodiversity Forum 

 

In the last two years there have been 3 
geological sites of interest designated in 
the area. These are Wargrave Chalk Pit, 
Church Lane Quarry Remenham and 
The Coombes. Sites are designated for 
their importance to the geological  
understanding of the area as well as  
educational and historic importance and 
have the same protection as Local  
Wildlife Sites (what used to be called 
Wildlife Heritage Sites in Berkshire). 
 
Wargrave Chalk Pit (pictured above) and 
the quarry at Remenham are both in the 
chalk and show different features. At 
Wargrave it is possible to view large 
faces in the former quarry with nodular 
and tabular flints present. There is a long 
list of fossil species that have been found 
here as well as interest provided from the 

quarry working. It is interesting to reflect, 
when observing chalk faces like these, 
that it takes about 1000 years to deposit 
10cm of chalk.  
 
The geological interest at The Coombes 
is more recent and some of the sand and 
pebble beds from the Bagshot Formation 
(Palaeogene) can be 
found, especially  
visible around badger 
setts. These beds 
represent deposition 
in marine conditions 
about 45 million years 
ago. They are  
overlain by more  
recent gravels and 
the differences can 
be compared.  
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New Tawny Owl nestbox for 
Ruscombe woods     By Stephen Loyd 

top slices were nailed back on to form 
the nest box (see inset photo). 
 
The work started on the nestbox in the 
spring, and it was left to dry out during 
the summer to reduce some of the not 
inconsiderable weight before it was 
mounted in a tree. Once a suitable 
tree was identified with a leaning 
branch for the box (and overhanging 
branches for young owlets to perch for 
feeding by parent birds) the finished 
box was attached with heavy duty 
wires. The friends are now keeping 
their fingers crossed that the local 
owls take a shine to the new purpose 
built residence. 

The Friends of Ruscombe Woods 
have been aware of Tawny Owls in 
and around their wood for a number 
of years. Although due to the lack of 
hollow trees on the site, there had 
been no sign of a nest. The obvious 
solution appeared to be an artificial 
nestbox which generally work well for 
tawny owls. So when some recently 
felled larch from a nearby wood      
became available, the opportunity 
was taken to turn one of the logs into 
a suitable nest box.  
 
The log had two slices removed to 
form the roof and floor before it was 
hollowed out. The bottom and half the 

large number of biodiversity           
enhancements in the last 5 years    
including 3.5ha of new wet woodland, 
7ha of new wildflower rich grassland 
at Sindlesham Meadows and  6ha of 
new reedbeds at various sites. In   
addition to this we have created 19 
new ponds and restored 9 old ponds, 
installed 19 barn owl pole boxes  and  
constructed 10 artificial otter holts. 
Indeed evidence that otters are     
continuing to thrive on the River    
Loddon has emerged only in the last 
year. Surveys in 2008 found fresh 
footprints and spraints on the river 
between Swallowfield and the A327 at 
Arborfield. Then in 2009 further     
surveys found spraints on the river 
north of the A327. However most  
tantalisingly a local fisherman        
reported seeing an Otter and 3 cubs 
at Dinton Pastures this autumn.     
Although it is almost impossible to 
know for sure that this was an otter 
family (rather than the much more 
common Mink)  we are fairly sure that 
otters are now using the park. 
 

Back in 2003 Wokingham Borough 
Council was a partner in the Loddon 
Catchment Biodiversity Strategy. The 
project was a cross boundary project 
involving the Environment Agency, 
Wildlife Trusts (BBOWT, Hants WT 
and Surrey WT) the Blackwater     
Valley Group and the affected local 
authorities. The entire strategy can be 
viewed on line at  
http://www.blackwater-valley.org.uk/
loddon_catchment.htm   
 
The aim of the strategy was to set 
challenging targets for specific parts 
of the catchment. There were three 
sections of the Loddon catchment 
within Wokingham Borough, Dinton 
Pastures and surrounds, Swallowfield 
Park and  surrounds and the Black-
water Valley.  
 
The Environment Agency have           
recently conducted a review of the 
achievements of the strategy to see 
how effective it has been at delivering 
on the ground.  Wokingham Borough 
Council have managed to deliver a 

Strategic Successes in the Loddon 
Valley  

Before and after Dinton Pastures 
Country Park Reedbed Project 
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 The Bees’ Needs   
By Bob Loades   

spring and summer, even extending 
into late autumn, with ivy being a criti-
cal supply late in the year. Spring and 
the “June Gap” are stressful times of 
year for the bees. In the spring they 
need to build up quickly after spend-
ing months dormant, so a good supply 
of nectar for carbohydrate and pollen 
for protein are needed to rear new 
bees. Pussy Willow (Salix Caprea) 
along with Crocus and Celandine are 
a good supply of pollen. The “June 
Gap”, which nowadays tends to hap-
pen in late May, marks the end of the 
first flow of nectar from the Spring 
flowers, and the main flow of summer 
nectar from Lime, Sweet Chestnut, 
Blackberry, Balsam, Ling, Lavender 
and later Ivy. Every year is different, 
but as long as the bees can find for-
age between April and September 
they have a good chance of survival. 
Honey bee hives often do well in ur-
ban situations where they get a large 
mix of species. There is no point in 
building up a big colony on spring 
rape if there is nothing else for them 
to forage on for the rest of the year. 
 
If you are planning to plant some new 
additions in your garden this year take 
a look at “The Beekeeper’s Garden” 
by Ted Hooper and Mike Taylor. This 
concentrates on, for the most part, 
native species of trees, shrubs and 
flowering plants of use to all insects, 
including bees and butterflies. It gives 
the reader an idea as to size, position, 
species attracted, and what is sup-
plied in the way of pollen and or nec-
tar. 
 
Currently the bees need all the help 
they can get. If you have ever consid-
ered keeping bees, and would like a 
taste of what it involves, you can con-
tact Wokingham Beekeepers (see link 
below). They hold a series of free 
talks on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month during the winter (October to 
March) or come along to an apiary 
visit in the summer months on Sunday 
afternoons (April to September) and 
see bees up close. 
(A suit and gloves can be provided).  
http://www.wdbka.ik.com       

There are over two hundred and fifty 
species of bee in Britain, including 24 
species of bumble bee (this includes 
6 that live as cuckoos in other bumble 
bee nests). The majority are solitary 
bees, and only Apis mellifera (the 
Western Honey Bee) forms large 
colonies. Bumble bees form colonies 
of 100-300 individuals whereas the 
honey bee produces colonies of 
30,000 plus. 
 
All these bees require three things: 
water, nectar and pollen. The honey 
bee will also collect a product called 
propolis which is used to clean and 
cement its nest together. The other 
building material is (for the honey 
bee) wax, which the bees secrete 
from their bodies. Other bees, such 
as the leaf cutter bee, use leaves and 
other organic material to build their 
nests or egg cells. 
 
Bees need a good water source and 
select one early in the season. Ideally 
it should be in direct sun, with good 
access to it. A pond is best, failing 
that a peat filled container in a sunny 
spot is ideal. The peat will heat the 
water up, so there is less chance of 
the bee chilling and not being able to 
make it back to its nest (bees can’t fly 
when they get too cold, and taking on 
cold water can chill them to the point 
they can’t fly). Quite often bees go for 
dripping taps, and can become a 
problem later in the year as other 
sources dry out, so fix the tap and set 
up a water supply in the garden. 
 
Bees migrated into the British Isles 
while they were still attached to 
mainland Europe just after the last ice 
age, and for the most part still prefer 
the native plant species that came 
over with them. There are a few ex-
ceptions; most noticeable is the Hi-
malayan Balsam. When the workers 
are collecting from Balsam almost 
every one of them has a spot of grey/
white pollen on her back, making 
spotting a marked queen quite a task!                        
 
To be successful bees need a wide 
range of nectar plants throughout the 



If anyone would like to write an article for a future edition of the Biodiversity News then please contact Andy 
Glencross at Dinton Pastures Country Park. 

Wokingham 
Borough Council 

Countryside Service 

For further information or 
if you would like to 

become a member of the 
Biodiversity Forum please 

contact Andy Glencross at 
the address below. 

Wokingham Borough Council 
Countryside Service 
Wokingham Borough Council’s Countryside Service is fulfilling the role of secretariat 
to the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum. All correspondence or enquiries should be  
directed to Andy Glencross at the address opposite.  
 
Wokingham Borough Council Countryside Service  
The Countryside Service is part of the Environmental Services Department of     
Wokingham Borough Council.  

The Service is committed to promoting the awareness and enjoyment of the       
countryside and the improvement of its nature   conservation value.   

The Service manages 14 sites including Dinton 
Pastures, California and Charvil Country Parks,  
and 143 miles of Public Rights Of Way. 

Dinton Pastures Country 
Park 
Davis Street 
Hurst 
Reading 
RG10 0TH 

Phone: 0118 9342016 
Fax: 0118 9341987 
Email: 
andy.glencross@wokingha
m.gov.uk 

We are  on  the  
Web !  

www.wok i n gham.gov .
uk/coun t rys i de   

The Dorothy Morley 
Awards 2010   

cation form, please use the contact be-
low: 
 
Rhiannon Harrington 
Community Wildlife Officer Trainee 
BBOWT, 
Hasker House, 
Woolley Firs, 
Cherry Garden Lane, 
Maidenhead 
SL6 3LJ 
 
cwotraineeberks@bbowt.org.uk 
 
Wokingham Biodiversity Forum 
 
The next meeting of the WBF is at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 31st March 2010 
in the Loddon Room at Dinton Pastures 
Country Park.  

Have you started or completed a wildlife 
project on a site in Berkshire?  Would 
you like to win a cash prize for your next 
conservation venture?  Maybe you’ve 
created a wildflower meadow or restored 
a community pond?  Or perhaps you’ve 
enhanced a village green for wildlife or 
improved a hedgerow?  The size of the 
environmental project is not important; 
however, what does matter is that the 
local community have had an input into 
conserving wildlife in their area. 
 
If you are interested in entering the Doro-
thy Morley awards and believe your com-
munity group deserve recognition for 
their efforts, please complete the appli-
cation form sent out in the New Year 
by post or email.  The closing date for 
applications is 31st May 2010.  If you 
would like further information about the 
awards or would like to request an appli-
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