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All tenants will be notified that
their annual gas check is required
and an appointment will be
booked with the contractor.
Please keep this appointment and
if there is a problem with the 
appointment please telephone
the contractor urgently!

You must let Tenant Services in
to do this important service, so
that we can ensure that the
appliance is working efficiently
and safely. Remember, a faulty
gas appliance is extremely
dangerous or even fatal, not just
for you but your family and your
neighbours!

If you still haven’t arranged
access you will receive a
further prompt. Ultimately the
Council will have little option
but to take the matter to
court if access is refused. The
Council will also seek to recover
the costs of this action. The
Council has the right to do this as
refusing access for the Council or

its Contractors is a breach of
your tenancy and could result in
you loosing your home. These
details are contained in sections
2.3 - 2.5 and 4.44 of your
Tenants’ Handbook.

Finally, thank you to those
tenants who allow us prompt
access for gas servicing.

If you have any further queries
please contact 01202 493303. 

ONCE a year, Tenant Services is legally obliged to carry out a gas safety check
and service on any of its gas appliances that have been installed by the Council.
In view of the fact that there are still tenants not letting Tenant Services gain
access to their homes, below is the gas servicing process. Please take the time
to read this article; it is for your own safety. 

What happens when your
free gas service is done?
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Note
from the
Editors

WELCOME to the first
edition of Housing Matters for
2008. The Editors hope that
you had am enjoyable
Christmas and New Year –
although that does seem a
very long time ago now!

Is there anything in that you
would like to see in Housing
Matters? Why not write in to 
us with your ideas using the
Tenant Services address below,
or you can contact us via email
on Florence.watson@
wokingham.gov.uk.

Floss Watson, Barbara Martin
and Maureen Johnson
Housing Matters’ Editors

”

“

FAREWELL TO NIGEL BAILEY
WE would like to say farewell to Nigel
Bailey (a Council consultant) who has been
the Acting Head of Tenant Services since
April 2007. Nigel left Tenant Services at the
end of January and we wish him well in the
future. Nigel was a great help to Tenant
Services when he was on board, and helped
us through the recent Audit Commission
inspection. 

AS you may
be aware
Hannah Linder,
has been the
Acting
Resident
Participation
Manager since
August 2006.
We would like
to let all
tenants and
leaseholders

know that after a successful
interview in December 2007,
Hannah has now been made a
permanent member of staff and
will be continuing to promote and
improve tenant participation
across the Wokingham Borough. 

RESIDENT
PARTICIPATION
MANAGER

ROS EATON
IT is with much sadness we report the sudden
passing of Ros Eaton in early January. 

Ros was a very active Tenant Representative in
the Shinfield Rise area working alongside her
sister Floss Watson and Una Beattie.

Ros was also the secretary and one of the
members who helped to reform the Shinfield
Rise Residents Association, working to help
others in the community today.

Ros will be missed by all those who knew her, condolences 
are sent to all her family.

I previously
worked at
Oxford City
Council for 11
years in

various  
roles,   

including
Area Housing Officer looking at
policy and performance for
housing and homelessness, and
most recently the Tenancy
Operations Manager. Outside of
work I enjoy playing and watching
football, attending concerts and
spending time with my family.

I am looking forward to new

challenges at Wokingham Borough
Council and there are many areas
for the Tenant Services team to
concentrate on over the coming
months. They include continuing
with the current service
improvement plan, implementing
the recommendations of the
recent Audit Commission
Inspection and the tendering of
contracts that deliver the repairs
in your homes and the estates you
live on.

I am also looking forward to
meeting and working with the
tenants and leaseholders of
Wokingham Borough Council.

NEW HEAD OF
TENANT SERVICES
FIRSTLY I would like to introduce myself, my name
is Simon Price and I started as Head of Tenant

Services at Wokingham Borough Council
on January 2, 2008.
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CONTACT your Housing Officer
immediately if you are having
problems paying your rent.
Please explain the problems you
are facing. It is very important
that you seek our help and
advice before the debt gets too
large.

Five step plan to deal with debt:

1. Do not put it off – 
deal with it now.

2. Prioritise your debts

Priority Non priority
Rent Loans
Gas Hire purchase
Electricity Mail order
Council Tax Car finance
Water Clothing

3. Always let those you owe 
money to know that you are 
experiencing problems.

4. Get professional advice as 
soon as you realise you have 
problems.

5. Contact the Citizens Advice 
Bureau. They can help you 
with debt counselling and can 
see if you are entitled to any 
other benefits.

Make arrangements that you can
afford, be realistic and stick to
them.

Always respond to our letters, we
are here to help you. Failure to
contact us or ignoring the
problem will result in legal action
against you being taken. Up until
January 2008, Tenant Services
has served 149 Notices to Seek
Possession due to rent arrears,
and of these, seven tenants have
been evicted as they have not
paid their rent. 

However, if you are having
genuine difficulties, we will do all
that we can to help you. Also
please be aware that if you rent a
garage this could be taken off
you, to reduce the amount of
arrears.

Important Contact details

Tenant Services, Waterford
House, Denmark Street
Wokingham
Tel: (0118) 974 3771 / 974 3772

You can also contact:

Housing Benefit Office
Wokingham Borough Council
Shute End, Wokingham
Tel: (0118) 974 6622 / 974 6711

Citizens Advice Bureau
Wellington House
Elms Road
Wokingham
Tel: (0118) 989 0389

FINALLY
• It is important that you pay 

your rent on time 

• The Council does evict 
families for rent arrears 

• Re-housing by the Council is 
unlikely 

• We can help you if you have 
rent arrears but you must 
talk to us as soon as 
possible.

RENT – HAVING TROUBLE PAYING!

AUDIT
COMMISSION
INSPECTION
UPDATE
FOLLOWING on from Housing Matters winter
2007, in January 2008 Tenant Services at
Wokingham Borough Council was inspected by
the Audit Commission. The Audit Commission
will give their assessment of the service in a
report to be published in April 2008. We will
share the report with you and any actions
coming from it. 

If you have any queries or comments on this please
contact housing@wokingham.gov.uk or in writing to
Tenant Services, Waterford House, Erftstadt Court,
Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 2YF.

STOP PRESS – 
10 TARGETT COURT, WINNERSH

WE would like to let all of our tenants and
leaseholders know that the contact details for
Dianne Smith, Tenant Liaison Officer have changed.
If you would like to contact Dianne about any
Decent Homes issues, please call (0118) 974 3792 or
via email Dianne.smith@wokingham.gov.uk. 

FAREWELL PAUL NWAORGU
WE would like to say farewell to Area Housing
Officer Paul Nwaorgu, who left Tenant Services
on Friday November 23 2007.

Paul has made great progress in Woodley and
Winnersh helping out tenants on a whole range of
housing related issues. What ever the problem, Paul
took it on and saw it through to the end. Tenants
liked Paul because of his strength in character and
he will be greatly missed. 
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YOUNG PLAYERS
OFF TO FOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT IN
READING….

YOUNG
footballers
from Rainbow
Park and ‘The
Courts’
Norreys
Avenue, Gorse
Ride and
Shinfield were
invited to play
in a
tournament
which was
part of The
Community

Inclusion Legacy Games held in Reading 
in February. 

The Community Inclusion Legacy Games aimed to
inspire young people from disadvantaged
communities to compete and collaborate in sport.
The games allowed children to take part in
sporting master classes which included Sports
such as tag rugby, lacrosse and non-contact
boxing.

The U14 mixed area team were selected from the
football coaching evening sessions that are run 

through Wokingham Borough Council’s Sports
Development Unit and take place weekly in each
area. 

Community Sports Coach, Glenn Goudie, and
Sports Development Manager, Beverley Thompson,
accompanied the children to the tournament
where lots of fun was had by all. Beverley
Thompson, Sports Development Manager at
Wokingham Borough Council, said: 
“It was a fantastic day, and lots of fun was had by
all. It was great to see all the children enjoying
themselves and having the opportunity to put all
their training into practice in competitive
matches”. 

All the participants received a goodie bag, water
bottle and a team t-shirt to take home with them.
Due to the success of the day, we hope to bring
more teams along to events such as this in the
future. Well done to all who took part and for
making the day so enjoyable.

(KIC)C O M M
U N I

TY

INKID

SPORTY KIDS 
SPORTY Kids is an initiative that has been set up by
Wokingham Borough Council’s Sports Development Unit. 
Sporty Kids aims to make sport fun and accessible for all
young children and their parents or carers. 

The sessions run weekly and are delivered by Community Sports
Coach, Glenn Goudie. Sporty Kids gives children the opportunity to
take part in fun new activities and at the same time they will be
learning and improving their key skills, such as balance, agility, co-
ordination, team work, sharing and flexibility. 

Date: Tuesday.  Time: 9:15 – 10:15am.  Cost: £1 per session.  Venue: The Cornerstone, Wokingham.

No need to book, just turn up…
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ARE you fed up with the anti social
behaviour and the mess in your

neighbourhood? Are you aware
of tenants’ repair issues that
are not being addressed? Could
you help them?

Then why not join one of our
tenants’ working groups to help
improve the service. 

Decent Homes
• Looks at all repairs and maintenance issues
• Monitors Council contractors to make sure 

they are delivering the service tenants 
expect and are paying for

• Developing and agreeing affordable 
programme for improvement works across 
all homes

Decent Neighbourhoods
• Tackling anti social behaviour
• Developing and agreeing estate improvement 

programmes
• Looking at recycling and reducing energy use

Do you have at least two hours a
month spare? 
You can make a difference by getting involved in
those important decisions that affect your homes,
your communities and the housing service that you
receive. All tenants and leaseholders are welcome. 

Decent Homes- Lead Tenant Representative
Lee.newton@wokingham.gov.uk

Decent Neighbourhood – Lead Tenant
Representative 
Edith.thomas@wokingham.gov.uk

Chair of the Wokingham Tenant Board
Maureen.ford@wokingham.gov.uk
(0118) 978 2494

0r Hannah Linder Resident 
Participation Manager 
Hannah.linder@wokingham.gov.uk or 
(0118) 974 3767

THE Communications and Customer Care
Working Group welcomed Tenants and Officers
from Bracknell Forest Borough Council (now
known as Bracknell Forest Homes) to their
meeting in January to discuss how tenants are
involved in the production of Housing Matters.

Bracknell tenants are very keen to get involved in
the production of their magazine and, having
heard that tenants are heavily involved in
Wokingham, wanted to find out more. The working

group showcased how they are involved from the
very early stages of article collection right up to
the print day itself, and shared their experience of
the benefits now tenants are involved as well as
some great achievements to date. 

The group wishes Bracknell tenants all the best
and hope that in the future through their own
involvement they will have some great ideas which
we will be able to share together. 

ON Saturday March 1, tenants, tenant
representatives, Tenant Services’ staff and WBC
councillors came along to a Tenant Participation
Away Day at the Cornerstone Community Centre
on Norreys Avenue. 

The aim of the session was to discuss the headlines
of the recent Audit Commission Inspection, the
Tenant Participation structure and also the next
steps for Tenant Services. Those present were given

an opportunity to discuss and be
involved in developing the
newly updated Tenant
Participation Compact, which
sets out the standards and
level of service Tenant Services
aim to achieve, as well
highlighting some areas where
they felt service could be improved.

Thank you to all those who attended, initial
feedback indicates that the majority of attendees
enjoyed the session, found it very interesting and
would also like to get involved further. Due to the
success of this event, Tenant Services hopes to be
able to organise a similar event in the future. 

TENANT PARTICIPATION
NETWORKING PAYS OFF

YOUR HELP NEEDED!

TENANT
PARTICIPATION
AWAY DAY
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HARMAN COURT
AT the end of November we
concluded our coach outings for
the year with a trip to Barnsgate
Manor Vineyard in East Sussex.
The outing was well attended - 36
people came along for a beautiful
silver service lunch. The setting
was perfect with views over the
rolling countryside. After lunch we
visited the craft shop where we
could sample the wine on sale and
buy gifts and homemade produce.
Although the weather could have
been kinder, everyone enjoyed the
day.

We started our Christmas
programme on December 4 with
Harman Court hosting a thank you
buffet for all our friends who joined
us on our coach outings during the
year. We had sing-a-long Christmas
Carols with the Junior Community
Wardens and Emma LeRoy and
Lesley McCambridge. They brought
carol sheets for everyone and a CD
to sing along to. 

On December 18 we celebrated
Christmas at the Wheelwright Arms

in Hurst. We
were joined by
tenants from
Sale Gardens,
Glebe Gardens
and Sonning for
a three course
Christmas lunch.

December 21 was party day at
Harman Court. We had a buffet
lunch with a few alcoholic drinks
followed by party games. The winner
of the human Christmas tree game
was Barbara Cook, who is a regular
member of our lunch club. Everyone
went home in a very festive mood. 

The lunch club, bingo sessions and
armchair keep fit are now happening
on a regular basis so if you would
like to join us please telephone for
details on (0118) 978 4434.

We are now in the process of
planning our outings for the year
and look forward to new people
joining us.

By Janet Harrison, Harman Court
Scheme Manager
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AT Cockayne Court we have had a very
busy last few months.
There were lots of Christmas activities for us to
enjoy, together with Pine Haven Day Centre,
which adjoins Cockayne Court.

We had our own Christmas dinner, together with a grand Christmas
Raffle with lots of lovely prizes.

Since the purchase of our wide screen television, we have enjoyed a
DVD nearly every week where we have served tea and cake and just
like at the cinema, lots of lovely popcorn. Our thanks go out to Emma
(Cockayne Court staff) for getting this activity started and for
continuing to run it.

By Maureen Johnson
Resident of Cockayne Court

COCKAYNE COURT

FUN AND
FROLICS AT
TREACHER
COURT
AS well as all the usual socials,
exercises classes, coffee
mornings, quiz afternoons and
bingo sessions, residents of
Treacher Court in Twyford
enjoyed the festive season.

In November 2007 I organised a
fancy dress Halloween party with
the residents. Silly games,
including a spot of apple bobbing,
were enjoyed by all who
attended!

To celebrate Christmas, a
traditional lunch was arranged
for December 14 and residents
enjoyed some entertainment in
the evening, including singing
and dancing. 

To kick start the New Year I
arranged a Champagne and full
English breakfast, which went
down well with the residents.
There was even a surprise visit
from “Wee Willie Winkie”.

Much has already been planned
for 2008 including quizzes,
games afternoons and lunches to
be held on a monthly basis and
hopefully it won’t be too long
before the residents and myself
get out and about again on our
regular outings.

By Rebecca Garofalo, Treacher
Court Scheme Manager
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A FEW years ago, central government gave a challenge to all local
authorities, to get closer to older people in their communities and to
bring older people closer to the councils.

HOUSING FOR
OLDER
PEOPLE IS
MOVING WITH
THE TIMES
A PROJECT to transform
outdated sheltered housing
units in Woodley into state-of-
the-art new accommodation
that meets the needs of the
borough’s older people has 
been launched.

Wokingham Borough Council
plans to knock down the Crescent
House sheltered housing units in
Woodley, and replace them with
Extra Care Housing
accommodation.

Extra Care Housing provides self-
contained accommodation for
elderly people. The homes would
be suitable for a range of older
people – from those who are
active and have few or no care
needs, to those requiring 24-hour
care.

The change is necessary because
the borough’s population is
getting older and this population

of older people expects better
quality and greater choice in
accommodation. 

Extra Care Housing offers larger
and more comfortable homes
than the existing sheltered
housing scheme at Crescent
House.

Cllr David Lee, Executive Member
for Social Care, said: “Extra Care
Housing would offer good sized,
high quality, self-contained
accommodation that provides on-
site communal facilities and
meets changing needs.”

GREETINGS FOR
2008 FROM
MEACHEN COURT 
AFTER our win in the garden competition in the
summer of 2007 we rested on our laurels for a
short time. Joan Wheeler (Meachen Court
resident) and I spent a few days away, came
back and planted 300 wall flowers and
primroses. Our Bingo Club had a roast lunch in
August and a Christmas fish and chip lunch in
December, both followed by bingo.

Last year we were really busy with our Christmas
stall, cooking and knitting. We were given lots of
apples so decided to make them into pies and
crumbles.  Also we made Christmas cakes, sponges
and scones and pickled onions. The stall was a
great success, we made £321. 

At the beginning of December we had our
Christmas lunch which was excellent and
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The cubs and beavers
came in one evening and we all sang carols, we also
had a village Father Christmas and his elves. 

We sent out our usual gift of pyjamas to seven
children in Romania. The knitting circle are really
busy beavers for our “Feed the Children” boxes. 

We send about 14-16 blankets about every two
months, along with bagfuls of pasta, pulses, 
beans, toiletries, candles, books, pens, pencils, 

kids clothes and any thing of use. A car load 
each time! 

We held a Christmas raffle with a ‘collector’ doll as
the prize, and listed 100 unusual names for people
to choose from. We raised £100 (£50 went to the
Pine Haven Day centre and £50 went to charity
Feed The Children). 

We were glad to welcome Jill, our exercise lady
back after the operation to her shoulder. Our thrift
club started again on January 9 and we held a fish
and chip lunch for 40 people. With the pancakes for
Shrove Tuesday now out the way we are getting
ready for an Easter Tea in March and fish and chips
again in April. Then it’s back to gardening after
Joan Wheeler and I have had a nice break in
Ireland.

by Pat Freeman, Resident of Meachen Court



TO ensure your housing estate remains clean, tidy and
hassle free, make sure you do your bit so that everyone can
enjoy the outdoor environment.   

PARKING
Please try and be a considerate neighbour; there have been 
a number of cases over recent weeks where inconsiderate
parking has caused problems across the Borough. 

Please ensure that your vehicle 
does not cause an obstruction 

to your neighbours; ensuring that
you do not park in front of your neighbours; drives (if they have
one).  If there is an occasion when this is completely unavoidable
please make sure you leave a note on your vehicle advising of
where you can be found should the vehicle need to be moved.

If you are blocked in you should contact the Police on 0845 8505 505 who
may come out and get the vehicle removed. There may be charges to the vehicle’s owner, an
obstruction fee and a tow away fee. 

VERMIN
Please be aware that if you are feeding birds, you should do so from a hanging bird feeder. It has
been brought to our attention that some residents are feeding birds from their garages, roofs and
pathways; on occasions large loaves of bread are being left and this is encouraging large gulls as
well as rats. As a result the gulls and rats are going through rubbish bags as well as causing a
nuisance generally.

RUBBISH COLLECTION
Please ensure that you do not put your rubbish out until the night before collection. Rubbish
should be kept within your property/garden until the evening before at the earliest so that it can
be collected in the mornings from the central collection points.  Your co-operation is appreciated.
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COMMUNI
PLEASE BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR 

Don’t park inconsiderately; this car was
towed away by the Police

CORRECTION – 
HOME CONTENTS
INSURANCE
IN the winter 2007 edition of Housing Matters, you may have seen an article about home
contents insurance. Although we stated that this is a requirement of your tenancy agreement, this
is not actually the case. Tenant Services does however advise that all of their tenants seek home
contents insurance. Tenants may use any insurance company they wish, however Wokingham
Borough Council does have its own scheme which offers competitive rates. If you would like further
information about this please contact Tenant Services Customer Service Team on (0118) 974 3770. 
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TY NEWS
WIRES CROSSED!
ARE you aware of the dangers caused when household
appliances are not properly connected? Do you know it can
cause extensive damage?

In November 2007, an unfortunate event occurred when a
fridge freezer (installed by the resident) exploded in a property
within the Finchampstead area, causing extensive and costly
damage. The fridge freezer was positioned outside the kitchen
as it was too big for the room. The wire which connected the
fridge to the electric had been run underneath the door. 

Over time, as the door was opened and closed, the rubber
casing was worn away. This caused a short circuit and fire
which fed back to the fridge, where it then caused the coolant
gas to explode. 

Please be aware that if you install any household appliance
incorrectly this sort of damage can happen. Please ensure that
all wires are positioned in a suitable place, away from where
they could possibly be worn, or damaged. 

PEST NEST –
WHAT’S BEST?
DO you have problems with wasps, rats or squirrels in your
property? Did you know there are people at Wokingham
Borough Council who may be able to help you?

Wokingham Borough Council can help you with any squirrel or
bats you may have in your property. As for wasps, ants, rats and
mice it is your responsibility as the tenant to sort this out by
calling the Public Protection Department. However, if you are a
sheltered tenant then Wokingham Borough Council will help out
with any wasp nests you may have. 

The Public Protection Department offer a pest control service
for rats and mice, where a rat treatment is £50 for a course (up
to three visits) and mice treatment is £50 (for up to three visits)
unless you as a tenant receive Income Support or Housing
Benefit. Further details including costs can be found on the
Wokingham Borough Council website. Please note if no
treatment is required a call out charge of £11 may apply.

If you would like more details on the above please take a look at
the Council website or contact (0118) 974 6200. For Sheltered
Housing Tenants please call Tenant Services on (0118) 974 3771 /
974 3772 giving details of your problem.

YOUR
NEWSLETTER
If you think you could help improve
Housing Matters, why not send your
opinion to the editorial panel?  This will
help us to make sure that we’re giving
you all the information you need about
your housing service. 

Alternatively, why not let us have your
comments on this edition, or
suggestions for the future?  

The editorial panel will read all of your
comments and send you a response.



Tenant Response
Card Winners
Congratulations to the recent
lucky winners who returned their
response cards to tell us what
they think about the repairs
service they have received. 

October 2007 Mr Taylor

November 2007 Mr and Mrs
Hoskins

December 2007 
Wished to remain anonymous
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LOW ENERGY LIGHTBULBS:
SAVE MONEY AND HELP
THE ENVIRONMENT
IT is estimated that a low energy light bulb
can save approximately £10 in electricity
costs every year. And that’s per bulb, so
imagine what you can save if you switch all
your bulbs!

At a time of rising energy costs, low energy lighting
is perhaps one of the best ways to reduce your
annual energy bills. But how much do we really
know about low energy bulbs?

A 20 watt low energy light bulb, once warmed up,
will provide exactly the same amount of light as a
100 watt light bulb but using only one fifth of the
electricity. 

Even with all these benefits, some people still aren’t
convinced that low energy bulbs are a good idea! So
here’s the truth about a few light bulb myths….

Myth: Low energy light bulbs don’t provide the
same amount of light as normal light bulbs. 

This is simply not true. Low energy light bulbs take
longer to warm up (2-3 minutes on average) but
once they are warm, they will provide exactly the
same light as an ordinary bulb. 

Myth: Low energy light bulbs are far too expensive

It is true that low energy light bulbs cost a little
more than an ordinary light bulb. However, low
energy light bulbs have a much longer life
expectancy than ordinary bulbs and cost much less
to use. The low energy bulbs also last significantly
longer – ten to twelve years. 

Myth: Low energy light bulbs are very dangerous to
our environment when thrown away. 
It is true that low energy light bulbs contain very
small amounts of mercury as well as other
chemicals. It is important however to remember that
ordinary light bulbs also contain chemical elements.
The fact that low energy light bulbs last for such a
long time means that there are fewer of them in
landfill. The amount of mercury in low energy light
bulbs is very small and the current advice is to
dispose of them along with the normal household
waste. 

Myth: Low energy light bulbs use far more
electricity when they switch on
This is complete nonsense. The reason the light
bulbs take time to warm up is because they do not
use a big source of electricity when switched on.
They do not use more energy than ordinary light
bulbs, ever! 

So why delay! 
Start using low energy light bulbs today.

Tenant Services,
Waterford House,
Erftstadt Court,
Wokingham, Berkshire, 
RG40 2YF
Email:
housing@wokingham.gov.uk
All numbers are prefixed
with (0118) unless stated
otherwise:
Tenant Services 
(general enquiries)
974 3771 or 974 3772

Repairs Helpdesk 
(including out of hours
emergency)
0800 515287 (Freephone)
Rent enquiries
974 3765 or 974 3763

Your Area Housing Officer
Anita Combey: 974 3764
Kerry Flynn: 974 3764
Gina Frost: 974 3766
Tenant Participation
974 3767C

O
N
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There will be four categories this year:

1. Best garden 
(for tenants in non-sheltered accommodation)

2. Best garden 
(for tenants in sheltered accommodation)

3. Best window box or hanging basket

4. Best communal garden area

If you would like to enter, please complete the form below and send it to Hannah Linder at the
address stated below. The closing date for entries is Wednesday April 30, 2008.

Name:

Address:

Telephone Number: Email:
Information will only be used for purpose of the competition.

Category: Best garden    Sheltered accommodation garden 
Window box/ hanging basket Communal garden

Please send to: Hannah Linder, Resident Participation Officer, Tenant Services, Waterford House,
Erftstadt Court, Denmark Street, Wokingham, RG40 2YF.

1ST PRIZE £25 worth of gardening vouchers
2ND PRIZE £15 worth of gardening vouchers
3RD PRIZE £10 worth of gardening vouchers

ONE PRIZE £50 worth of gardening vouchers

THE ANNUAL gardening competition will come into bloom early again this year with many tenants
commenting that their gardens are at their best in late June. In response to this, the judging will take place
in the last week in June or the first week in July.

EARLY BLOOM FOR
GARDEN COMPETITION

EARLY BLOOM FOR
GARDEN COMPETITION

NOW that we are well on the way to spring and
summer and the hot, sunny days are just round
the corner, please remember to keep your garden
clean, tidy and trimmed back. No one wants to sit
in their garden and look out onto a pile of
rubbish, overgrown trees/hedges or an unkempt
lawn. 

Please also ensure your garden is free from dog
waste. Action can and will be taken under the terms
of your tenancy agreement, should 

gardens be unkempt or dog fouling ruin the
tranquillity of the summer days. 

Please be a responsible and considerate neighbour
and lets all enjoy the nice warm months ahead.

GREEN
FINGERS – 
KEEPING YOUR 
GARDEN TIDY!

1ST PRIZE (in each category) 
£50 worth of gardening vouchers
2ND PRIZE (in each category) 
£25 worth of gardening vouchers
3RD PRIZE (in each category) 
£15 worth of gardening vouchers
4TH PRIZE (in each category) 
£10 worth of gardening vouchers



Produced for Wokingham Borough Council’s
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Child’s name: Child’s age:

Address:

Contact telephone number:
(All information will be used for the purposes of the competition only.)

I (name of parent/guardian)_____________________________, having parental responsibility for (name

of child) _____________________________, agree/do not agree to (delete as applicable) his/her name

being published in a future issue of Housing Matters, should he/she be selected as a winner.

Signature___________________________________________________ Date__________________________E
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Urdu

Punjabi

Chinese

Polish

If you, or someone you know, would prefer a copy of the newsletter in 
an alternative format, such as audio cassette, please call Hannah on (0118)
974 3767.

To mark the forthcoming
school holidays, Housing
Matters is offering its
younger readers the chance
to win £10 worth of vouchers.

So if you’re under 16, why not
grab your colouring pens or
pencils and have a go at
colouring in this picture? There
are three categories:

• Seven years and under     
• Eight to 11 years
• 12 to 16 years

The best entry in each
category will be judged 
after the closing date of April
30, 2008. (Judges’ decision is
final) 

Send your completed entry and consent form to the Editorial Team at Tenant Services, 
Waterford House, Erftstadt Court, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 2YF.


